
Minutes of a Meeting of the Tenafly Environmental Commission 
Municipal Center 

April 15th 2010 
 
Present. 
 Joe McDermott, Jim Coyle, Dave Cavilla, Joe Lavin, Jeff Toonkel, Bob Beutel, Eileen Pleva, Jewel 
Thompson-Chin. 
 

Eileen Pleva called the meeting to order at 8:02 p.m.  

 

Minutes.  

The minutes of the March meeting were discussed and approved.  Motion to approve by Joe McDermott and  

seconded by Joe Lavin. 

 

Budget. 

Brief discussion of The TEC budget.  The current budget is set at $622 as this is a preliminary figure that will 

change once the municipal budget is finalized. It is expected to return to $2500 by May or June.  

 

Sustainable NJ 

The revision to the resolution was sent to the Planning Board.  The goal is to work with the Planning Board 

which will send the TEC copies of the Green Building Guidelines which can be reviewed at a future meeting. 

The audit of the municipal center is still awaiting the electrical component, although heating and lighting have 

been completed. The request for $25,000 to cover the audit process has been declined by the Mayor and 

Council.  However, it is likely they will approve funds if a new request is submitted seeking a lesser amount. 

 

Anti-Idling Campaign 

Eileen mentioned a Maugham School parent is interested in pushing the No Idling Campaign.  It was agreed 

that at this time it would be better for the HSA to work directly with the “Green Team” than with the TEC.  The 

HSA is best positioned to recommend a youth education program and the distribution of flyers. 

 

Earth Day 2010 

It was decided the Earth Day Film Festival should be cancelled due to difficulties with the theater (film 

acquisition and theater cost).  Further concern arose over how much donors would actually commit and 

whether the actual marketing would prove of value to them.   

 

Rail Update 

No new news at this time as reported by Joe McDermott.     

 

Planning Board Update 

Jeff Toonkel explained that activity has been very low and that only three letters had been relayed back to the 

Planning Board by the NJ DEP.  These letters were seeking clarification from the DEP relating to what may 



become three new projects in town.  The Planning Board has sent back to the M&C a revised ordinance 

request for a ban on two family homes. 

 

Bob Beutel discussed the need to place a moratorium on road cuts to reduce damage in the months 

immediately following paving.  This is an important consideration as a move to limit two family homes may 

cause an increase in road cuts in the period prior to the ordinances enactment.   

 

Joe McDermott discussed tributaries leading into the Tenakill Brook. 

 

Greening Tenafly Forums 

 

Discussed having 2-3 forums per year, possibly as soon as June 8th at 7PM.  Future topics could include Wildlife 

in Tenafly and Sustainable NJ.  Jim Doyle volunteered to chair the September 28th forum.  Joe McDermott will 

contact the Tenafly Nature Center to seek their help.   

 

New Business 

 

Jeff Toonkel recommended the TEC ask the M&C to eliminate the curbside collection of grass clippings.  This 

could be phased in over a period of time during which the public is educated about mulching.  Joe Lavin will 

email Jeff links to Rutgers than are helpful for public education. 

  

Correspondence 

There was no correspondence to be discussed  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:13 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

David Cavilla 

 

 


