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TENAFLY RECREATION BOARD 

MINUTES – November 19, 2012 
 

I.  ROLL CALL: Carol Roux, Richard Rodriguez, Monica Zaccario, Robert Silber,  
      Thomas Swift, Edward Salaski, Amy Lerner-Alpine Liaison, Nadia LaMastra- 
      Council Liaison 

 
 ABSENT:  Matt Mercurio, Naomi McDermott, Jeff Pattison 
 

II.  MINUTES:  September 10, 2012 Mrs. Zaccario  motions to accept the 
      amended minutes Mr. Hamersma seconds the motion, all in favor the motion   
      is carried. 
      October 15, 2012 Mr. Silber motions to accept the minutes Mr. Swift seconds  
      the motion, all in favor the motion is carried. 

 
III.  AUDIENCE:  Alan Zaccario-Hazelton Terrace, Mr. Zaccario gave an update on 

the proposal for senior girls winter clinic,  he  met with coaches and the clinic 
can be held in the  Middle School Gym right after school when not used by 
basketball. There will be 6 sessions and the cost will be $210.00 per 
participant.  The clinic will cover hitting, fielding and other aspects of softball 
and run by Diamond Academy. 
The other clinic will be held in the Mackay School Gym on Saturdays for 
pitcher and  catchers,  the clinic will be run by 2 or 3 instructors currently 
working with some of the girls.   
Mr. Zaccario says that the data he has collected is that softball should remain 
with recreation. Mrs. Roux states that a meeting will be held between 
recreation and the parent group for travel softball.  
 
Mr. Sam Bruno 69 Ivy Lane-Mr. Bruno would like to have the use of borough 
facilities for financial gain clarified and defined ie: basketball courts. Mr. 
Bruno asks what the policy is for private or commercial lessons. Mr. Bruno 
states that a sign is posted on the tennis courts banning private lessons, and 
states that if they are not allowed on tennis courts why would they be allowed 
on basketball courts.  Mr. Bruno states that the borough is aware that this is 
going on the basketball courts. 
Mr. Rodriguez states that the basketball courts may be different since it is 
Green Acres Land.  
Mr. Silber states that we charge teams who play on courts as part of our 
league and outside groups who use our fields.  
Mr. Silber states that the recreation department should notify people that they 
need approval from borough by way of a permit.  
Mr. Rodriguez states we will get clarification regarding Green Acres Land and 
then it will be stopped if it is within our responsibility.  
Mr. Bruno states that the Borough Administrator suggests  the recreation  
board needs to make a recommendation to the Mayor and Council to make 
this a policy. 
Mrs. LaMastra states she will bring this to the Mayor and Council and also 
find out if the property being Green Acres Land means it is treated differently. 
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Mr. Bruno inquires what happens if individual denies that they are giving 
lessons for profit.  
  

 
IV. CORRESPONDENCE:  
 
               
V.  DIRECTOR’S REPORT: Mrs. Roux reads a summary from Mr. Mercurio 
 1. Lacrosse-A meeting was held and things are moving forward for Lacrosse in  
     the spring.  
 2. High School Basketball-Alec Rogers a senior has stepped up as the liaison  
     between recreation and the high school students. 
 3. Adult Volleyball-The league is underway, the schedule has been extended 2  
     weeks due to the hurricane.  Mr. Silber asks what the resident to non-resident  
     breakdown is.  Mrs. Roux states she will have that information for the  
     December meeting. 
 4. 7th & 8th Grade Basketball-TYB now has control over all basketball teams in  
     Tenafly.  Mrs. Levinson inquires whether an agreement was made between 
                recreation and Tenafly Youth Basketball to charge the same fee this year that 
     recreation would have charged for the 7th & 8th grade travel.  Mrs. Roux 
     states that she will check with Mr. Mercurio. 
 5. Hand Ball Court-Mr. Mercurio believes that one of the tennis courts will have a  
                wall installed for people who want to practice their strokes and that can also be 
     used for handball. The recreation board asks that a letter be sent to Mr. Suez  
                letting him know about the wall and asking him what markings may be needed. 
 6. Sunnyside Bathrooms-The bathrooms will be winterized this weekend, and Mr.  
                Mercurio will find a solution to unlocking and locking the bathrooms for the  
     Spring. 
 7. Gate on Foster Road-Mrs. Roux states that the recreation department has  
     included new fencing for the municipal field in the 2013 budget which would 
     include a gate on the Foster Road side of the field. 
 8. Mr. Silber reporting on open space money-Mr. Silber spoke to the Fort Lee  
               Mayor, Mayor Rustin and the Tenafly Board of Education President regarding  
    the use of open space money to install turf on Geissinger Field. Mr. Silber states 
    there are concerns from all involved to get the project done.  Mr. Rodriguez  
    feels that  everyone wants the same results but  don’t know how to get there.  
    Mr. Silber states that he will help in anyway.  
 
             
VI.     OLD BUSINESS: 

1.  Lightning Detector System-The lightning detector system will be installed in       
the spring, there will be 14 units installed.  

2.  Snack Shack/Bathrooms-Ribbon cutting ceremony will be held in the Spring. 
3.  Outdoor Fitness Equipment-Mrs. LaMastra reports that the mayor and 

council would like to know the life expectancy of the equipment as well as 
having the recreation department offer an instructional class to residents 
on the equipment. 

4.  Co-Sponsorship-Mr. Hamersma states that a discussion on cosponsorship  
should wait until Mr. Mercurio returns.  
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Mr. Swift states that if the policy is changed that you do not have to play a 
recreational sport to play on the  travel team he feels that if you are playing 
travel you should have to play recreation.  Mr. Swift feels that we are about 
recreation and there should be limits for  travel soccer ie: limited to 2 teams 
per age group.  Mr. Swift feels you should forfeit a travel team if it hurts the 
recreation league.  

        Mr. Rodriguez does not feel you should force a child to play recreation if you  
        play travel, if you force them it takes time away from recreation players who 
                   want to be there.  Travel team players take star positions.  
                   Mr. Salaski states if you forfeit a travel team the kids will go to another town 
        and play. 
         

      Mr. Silber inquired how the snack shack went this season.  Mrs. Roux states 
      that things went well considering there are no counter tops or sink.  
 

               Mrs. LaMastra states that she received a suggestion that the recreation 
               department try a trunk or treat next year. 

VII.      NEW BUSINESS: 
1. Commercial Instructions on Borough Facilities.-Mrs. Lamastra will check to 

see if there are any formal steps that the recreation department can take. Mr. 
Silber motions that the mayor and council  adopt a policy of a fee 
structure and not for profit in compliance with our policy Mrs. Zaccario 
seconds , all in favor motion is carried 
Mr. Hamersma states that a sign will need  to be posted 
Mr. Bruno inquires what happens if the person denies that this is for profit.  
Mrs. Lamastra states that there will have to be a penalty. 

2. Mr. Hamersma questions why there is no sink in the concession stand, Mrs. 
Lamastra states that it has not been installed yet.   
 

 
 
VIII.    SPECIAL EVENTS: 

1. Turkey Shoot-Mr. Silber motions if the program is not achieving its goal,  
it should be modified or discontinued, Mr. Swift seconds all in favor the 
motion is carried.  

2. Visit with Santa-December 19, 2012 
 

  
 
Mrs. Zaccario motions to adjourn, Mr. Swift  seconds,  all in favor the  
motion is carried.  

 
 
IX. ADJOURNMENT: 8:45 pm 


