
Approved June 11, 2012 
 
 

TENAFLY RECREATION BOARD 
MINUTES – MAY 14,  2012 

 
I. ROLL CALL: Matthew Mercurio, Carol Roux, Naomi McDermott, Steve 

Hamersma, Rich Rodriguez, Jeff Pattison, Nadia LaMastra, Monica Zaccario 
Sam Bruno, Robert Silber, Daniella DiStaulo 

Absent: Tom Swift 
 
II. MINUTES:  April 9, 2012    Mr. Hamersma motions to accept the minutes  
            Mrs. McDermott seconds, all in favor the motion is carried 
 
III.     AUDIENCE: 

1. Jeff Toonkel-TUSL-127 Erledon Road, TUSL  would like to provide a new 
soccer facility at no cost to the town, to be used for  pick up soccer games at 
the parking lot on corner of Tenafly and Riveredge Road.  The field  will be 
fenced in and turfed. Soccer will go before the Mayor and Council when 
drawings are ready.  Soccer is asking for the Recreation Boards support.  Mrs. 
McDermott reports that there were no complaints when that parking lot was 
fenced off during the new police department construction. Mrs. McDermott 
reports that since the area is already blacktopped there are no environmental 
issues.  The field will be under the control of the town.  There will be no 
lights.  Mr. Rodriguez said thank you.  Mrs. McDermott states this will be a 
decision for the mayor and council.  Mr. Bruno asks what soccer expects to 
gain from this field.  Mr. Toonkel states that kids will develop skills by 
playing pick up games.  Mr. Hamersma feels that non permitted adults will 
need to be kept off the field.   
Tom Giordano -12 George St this is great a donation does not have to go out     
to bid.   
 

2. Sara Levinson-282 Woodland St-Clarity between sports and recreation board 
that carry the Tenafly name. Mrs. McDermott states some sports are 
recreation and others are co-sponsored.  Each sport should show relationship. 
Mrs. McDermott states only sports that recreation accepts the registration for 
is run by recreation. Mr. Giordano states others sports have their own boards. 
Mr. Giordano inquires why is TUSL not a cosponsored sport and why did 
travel soccer get field space over softball.  Mr. Rodriguez will discuss this 
under new business.   

 
3. Mr. Giordano requests that lights on the municipal field be left on longer.  

Mrs. LaMastra states there is a resolution in place, and that after meeting with 
Foster Road residents the policy was placed.    Mr. Mercurio states that he has 
flexibility to change the hours when necessary.   

 
4. David Schussel 67 Erledon Road-Flexibility of the light times.  Mr. Bruno 

states that a key to the lights behind the high school has been handed out to 
users.  Mrs. McDermott stated that Mr. Mercurio and Mrs. Roux have the 
ability to turn off the lights and that all coaches have their phone number.  

5. Tammy Hamersma 14 Spruce St- Mrs. Hamersma states that all teams using 
the municipal field need to be reminded to clean up after their game. 
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IV. CORRESPONDENCE:  

1. Email from Cheryl Arfmann regarding cosponsored sports and 
concussion liability-The Recreation Board acknowledges receipt of the 
information.  

               
V.  DIRECTOR’S REPORT: 
 1.  Summer Camp-Update/additions (location, registration) 
      Mr. Mercurio gave an update on numbers, new classes to be held at camp. 
      new water fountains have been ordered as well as walkie talkies.  
 2.  Bike Rodeo-Mr. Mercurio reported that the bike rodeo was a big success. 
 3.  Permits-Fall Soccer open day for TJSL-September 8th 
 4.  Men’s Flag Football-Mr. Mercurio reports that the mens flag football league  
                 will utilize municipal field on Friday nights.   

5. Sr. Girls Teams-Mr. Mercurio reports that he had received calls from parents  
that the senior teams have too many players, coaches were polled prior to the 
season regarding the ideal number of players. Mr. Mercurio held a meeting  
with the four head coaches.   In the meeting the subject was brought up 
regarding travel pitchers pitching in recreation games, this issue was not 
addressed at the draft when rules were discussed. It was agreed upon that this 
could not be changed at this point, and that the issue will be addressed moving 
forward Mr. Mercurio modified the schedule allowing more game time  for 
the senior teams to make up for the large number of  players on a team.   

6. Mens/Coed Softball-Mr. Mercurio reports there are 10 teams in the mens 
league and  8 teams in the coed league, schedules will be formulated soon.  

7. Safe @ Home Tournament-Mr. Mercurio reports that the Safe @ Home  
Tournament will be held on May 19, 20, 21.   

8. Football Helmets/Football Day-Mr. Mercurio reports that we have a hold 
order for 42 new helmets he is currently working on sizes. Mr. Silber asks if 
40% of inventory being turned over every few years is appropriate,  Mr. 
Bruno states yes.   Football Day will be held on June 8th 4-6 pm on Municipal 
Field to bring in registration, this will include clinic type activities with high 
school players.  Equipment hand out will be in August with a Riddell 
personnel onsite to show the proper way to fit helmets 

  
        
VI.     OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Concession Stand-Mr. Mercurio reports that bathrooms will be open by end of 
May. 

2. Mr. Silber states that he feels the Recreation Board should write a letter 
supporting the installation of  turf on Geissinger Field.  Mr. Rodriguez 
motions that a letter be drafted supporting the turfing of Geissinger Field 
seconded by Mr.  Pattison all in favor the motion is carried. 
Mr. Silber will draft the letter. 
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VII.      NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Sunflower Seed Ban-Mr. Mercurio states this was brought to the department 
by the Mayor.  

2. Fee Waiver Request for Summer Camp-Mrs. McDermott reports that she met 
with a family requesting a fee waiver for summer camp.  Mr. Rodruguez 
motions to approve the fee waiver   Mr. Silber seconds the motion, all in 
favor the motion is carried. 

 
3. Mrs. Zaccario reports that there are currently 42 players 39 full time 3 

alternates in travel softball program.  Mrs. Zaccario gave a report on the travel 
program.  

4. Mr. Rodriguez inquires on the status of TUSL, a recommendation should be 
made on their cosponsorship.   Mr. Silber states years ago travel soccer was 
run through TJSL for fall soccer.  Mr. Silber states a few travel teams played 
in the spring and then transformed into TUSL.  Travel soccer now plays year 
round. Mr. Rodriguez feels if TUSL does not become  cosponsored they need 
to be treated as a non cosponsored sports.  Mr. Silber states that TUSL 
complies with all of the boards rules.  Mr. Bruno states that he believes  
children are told they must play soccer in the spring and not baseball/softball 
and asks how the program has grown with limited field space. Mr. Silber feels 
that if there is a demand the sports tries to address the demand and find the 
resources.  Mr. Silber feels it is encouraging to know that 600 children want to 
play a sport.  Mrs. McDermott states that parents need to formerly file a 
complaint against a coach if they are told they cannot play softball and that 
they have to make a soccer game.  Mr. Bruno states that parents will not 
complain about a coach.   
Mr. Rodriguez states that if TUSL is cosponsored then the recreation board 
will be able to have a jurisdiction over the sport.  Mr. Rodriguez will work 
with Mr. Mercurio on reviewing the cosponsorship policy. 

 
5.  Mr. Rodriguez states that the lighting policy may need to be reviewed . 

 Mr. Mecurio will meet with Tom Giordano 
 

6.  Mrs. McDermott would like to have a meeting at camp so the board can see    
 the program. 

7.  Mr. Hamersma addressed a confrontation he had with Mr. Horbacewicz , 
Mrs. McDermott stated that this is an open investigation and cannot be 
discussed, Mr. Hamersma left the meeting. 

 
8. Mrs. DiStaulo inquires why do you need to play a recreation sport in order to 

play travel.  Mrs. McDermott states that this is to keep recreation competitive. 
Mr. Silber reports that there are rules in place to keep travel players from 
dominating the game.  Mr. Pattison statesthat travel players would not play 
recreation if the rule was not in place.   
 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT:   Mr. Rodriguez  motions to adjo urn, Mrs. Zaccario 
            seconds the motion, all in favor the motion is carried. Meeting adjourned at 
9:35 pm. 
Respectfully Submitted by: 
Carol Roux 
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