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TENAFLY RECREATION BOARD 

MINUTES –  APRIL 9, 2012 
 

I. ROLL CALL : Carol Roux, Tom Swift, Monica Zaccario, Steve Hamersma,  
      Robert Silber, Sam Bruno-Board of Education Liaison 

 
Absent: Matthew Mercurio,  Naomi McDermott, Richard Rodriguez, Jeff 
Pattison, Daniella DiStaulo-Alpine Liaison, Nadia LaMastra-Council Liaison 

  
II. MINUTES:  March 12, 2012 Mr. Silber motions to approve the minutes  
            after review of Mr. Bruno’s comments, Mr. Hamersma seconds, all in favor                
            the motion is carried.  
  
 
III.     AUDIENCE: 
 

1. Michael Horbacewicz-Surrey Lane-President of Tenafly Junior Soccer. Mr. 
Horbacewicz feels that sports should not be labeled in season or out of season.  
Mr. Horbacewicz states that 40 Tenafly coaches are seeking a 1 ½ hour time 
slot per week for coach’s soccer games.  Mr. Bruno thanked Mr. 
Horbacewicz for coming forward and he feels that the recreation office 
needs a formula for handling permits and that the ideal solution would be 
a computer program.   
Mr. Swift asks Mr. Horbacewicz if he would prefer the same day each 
week.  Mr. Horbacewicz states yes.   
Mr. Tom Giordano-George St.-Mr. Giordano states that in-season sports 
have priority at the high school.  Mr. Giordano suggests that the 
recreation board increase the time that lights are used on the Municipal 
Field to accommodate the coaches games.  Mr. Giordano is a member of 
the Little League Board and stated that boys have dropped out after 
being told that if they miss soccer in the Spring they may not make the 
team in the fall.  Mr. Giordano feels that if a sport is bullying children 
their permits should be revoked. 
Mr. Silber states that there was an issue this year regarding permits, 
however moving forward permits will be prioritized.  Mr. Silber states 
that without compromising youth programs a time slot should be found 
for the adult program. 
Mrs. Zaccario states that the Intersport Committee will review permits.  
Mr. Chung-Newcomb Road-Mr. Chung feels that children should not be 
punished by having the permits revoked, the board should deal with the 
adults. 
Mr. Feldman-Lylewood Ave-Mr. Feldman states that there is a lack of 
fields and asks how the town can move forward to acquire more space.  
Mr. Feldman states that residents pay county tax and perhaps we can 
look into using county parks for the adult sports.  Mr. Feldman states 
that the he read that the Board of Education has allocated one million 
dollars to install turf on  Geissinger Field. 
Mr. Bruno states that the Board of Education has not allocated money at 
this time, the Board of Education is looking to obtain turf in 3-4 seasons 
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with aid from the state, which would not affect the operating budget.  The 
Board of Education is aware that there is a demand for field space.   

 
2. Alan Berenbaum-Forest Road-President of TYB-Mr. Berenbaum reports that 

TYB had a successful season with over 500 kids participating.  TYB has a 2nd 
quarter rule, whereas the top 2 player cannot play in the 2nd quarter (travel 
players) kids enjoy the 2nd quarter the best since they get to play in the game 
without a player dominating play.  TYB does not hold playoffs or standings, 
TYB enhanced its 1st and 2nd grade clinic by hiring Sean MacIsaac-high 
school coach, there were 100 kids in the program.  There were 25 children in 
the challenger program this year.  
There were 11 travel teams which is the most ever for TYB.  The 4th and 5th 
grade girls won the championship.  Mr. Berenbaum states that as always gym 
space is a challenge.  Mr. Berenbaum is stepping down from his position as 
president of TYB and Mr. Andrew Etter and Mr. Andrew Budkofsky will be 
taking over.  

  
 

 
IV. CORRESPONDENCE:  

1.  The Recreation Board acknowledged receipt of an email from the Board of 
Education regarding suggestions for the ROID Grant. 

2. Mr. Alan Zaccario requests that registration for travel softball remain open 
throughout the season.  Mrs. Roux states that as long as the coaches are 
willing to accept new players it remains open. 

3. Mr. Alan Zaccario requests clarification on a coach’s liability regarding 
concussions.  The recreation board requests that Mrs. Roux check with 
Eifert French Insurance. 

4. The Recreation Board acknowledges receipt of a letter from the Office of 
Concern regarding food donations from our Talent Show. 

5. The Recreation Board recommends approving TUSL’s permit for June 
16, 2012 from 8:30 am-3:30 pm. 

6. Mr. Swift motions to approve waiving the field usage fee for the Adult 
Flag Football League, Mr. Silber seconds, all in favor the motion is 
carried. 

               
V.  DIRECTOR’S REPORT: 
 1. Mrs. Roux inquires if alternate softball players need to pay the full fee. 
     The Recreation Board confirms that the recreation department does not  
                prorate program fees. 
 2. Mrs. Zaccario reports that 3 of the Tenafly Recreation Travel Basketball teams  
                won their division and feels a banner should be placed in the middle school.    
                Mr. Hamersma motions to purchase the banners, Mr. Silber seconds, all in  
                favor motion is carried. 
 3.  Mrs. Roux reported that the fence at the skate park was vandalized and that  
      there are still problems with non-residents, bicycles and children without 
      helmets.  Mr. Smaragdakis patrols the area and removes those not abiding by 
      the rules, however once he leaves they return.   The Recreation Board asks 
      that the recreation department look into cutting the trees around the skate  
      park and possibly installing cameras at the skate park and tennis courts  
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     allowing the police to monitor both areas. 
 4. Mrs. Roux reports that currently 85 residents have registered for summer camp 
     with 76 non-residents on the waiting list.  Mrs. Roux requests the board  
     approve 150 non-residents.  Mr. Silber motions to accept 150 non-residents 
     into the summer camp program, Mrs. Zaccario seconds, all in favor the 
     motion is carried. 
 
         5.  Mrs. Roux reports that the Board of Education’s facility and technology sub  
   committee denied the request to place a port-o-john at Stillman School. 
   Mr. Bruno states that it was denied for many reasons ie: sanitary reasons as  
              well as placement.  
 

                        
VI.     OLD BUSINESS: 
           1.  The Recreation Board discussed the topic of travel soccer becoming a  
                 co-sponsored sport.  The Recreation Board asks the Recreation 
                Department to check with Eifert French Insurance regarding premiums  
                and then notify Mr. Toonkel that a formal letter needs to be written  
                requesting co-sponsorship. 
 2. Mr. Silber asks Mr. Bruno if the Recreation Board should send a letter to 
     the Board of Education expressing their support of installing turf on 
     Geissinger Field.  Mr. Bruno states that would be appreciated.  Mr. Swift  
      asks Mr. Bruno whether open space trust fund money can be used.  Mr. 
     Bruno states that would need to be voted on by the borough residents. 
 3.  Mrs. Zaccario inquires as to the purpose of the softball parent advisory  
      board.  The Recreation Board tables this discussion until the May 
      meeting.  Mrs. Zaccario request the permission of the Recreation Board 
      to hold a training session for the travel softball teams through Diamond 
      Academy.  Mrs. Zaccario motions to grant permission, Mr. Swift 
      seconds the motions, all in favor the motion is carried. 
 

 
VII.      NEW BUSINESS: 
             1.  Mrs. Roux states that Mr. Toonkel-Travel Soccer inquired as to the Recreation 
       Boards policy on leaving children alone after games who have not been 
                  picked up. The Recreation Board states children are not left alone.  
 
Mr. Silber motions to adjourn, Mrs. Zaccario seconds, all in favor the motion is 
carried. 
  
 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT: 9:37 pm 
 
Respectfully Submitted by: 
 
 
Carol Roux 


