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TENAFLY RECREATION BOARD 

MINUTES – October 15, 2012 
 

I. ROLL CALL: Matthew Mercurio, Carol Roux, Rich Rodriguez, Monica 
Zaccario, Steve Hamersma, Jeff Pattison, Tom Swift, Robert Silber,  Amy Lerner-
Alpine Liaison, Ed Salaski,-BOE Liaison, Nadia LaMastra-Council Liaison 

 
 ABSENT: Naomi McDermott 
 
II. MINUTES:  September 10, 2012-The minutes were not approved-At the start  
 of the meeting there were not enough members who attended the September  
 meeting to vote on accepting the minutes.  The minutes will be approved at  
 the November meeting.   
 
III.     AUDIENCE: 

1. Regina Saladino: Pilates class proposal-115 Sunset Lane- Mrs. Saladino was 
certified in Tenafly she want to help residents with physical and medical 
limitations through Pilates she will supply all equipment.    

2. Keith Gold: Team Maker Program-32 Winthrop Ct-Mr.Gold would like to 
offer an after school problem solving program. The program promotes 
interaction, working together and decision making for children through 
games.  This is a  Tenafly run organization. The program is for kids in grades 
K-6. 

3. Regina Poblete:19 Franklin St.- Pilates/Zumba class proposal-Mrs. Poblete 
has a Pilates studio in Tenafly and currently  teaches in Unilever and Kate 
Spade as well as holding classes in Edgewater. Mrs. Poblete explains that this 
is  Mat Pilates which  concentrates on the anatomy of the body.  Mrs. Poblete 
states that at this time she will not be offering  Zumba  

4. Michael Horbacewicz- 
5.  on 115 Sussex Road- Mr. Horbacewicz is the president of TJSL and reports 

that their summer camp had an enrollment of 148 kids. Opening day which 
was held on the 1st Saturday in September went  very well there are currently 
804 kids and  141 coaches in the program. 
TJSL gave 5 scholarships which included the fee being  waived and also 
purchased cleats for some players.  Kindergarten and 1st were separated as 
well as separating girls and boys and the program was extended to 8 weeks the 
division is being run by Red Bulls. The  3-6 divisions have  Ashley Soccer 
trainers.  The 7th & 8th graders have once again partnered with Leonia they 
bring 1 team  for both boys and girls.  TJSL are hosting a family night at a 
Red Bulls game for the 3rd year with132 participants going. Mr. Horbacewicz 
states that he is hearing that travel soccer coaches are telling kids that they do 
not have to play in their TJSL games. 
Mr. Horbacewicz reports that the TJSL board wants to keep rule that you must 
play TJSL in order to play travel soccer. Mr. Horbacewicz reports that  2nd 
grade now has a travel team. Mr. Horbacewicz states that the fields are being 
left a mess and the TJSl now pays kids to clean the field and check the box for 
first aid equipment after their games. Mr. Horbacewicz states that the 
bathrooms at both Sunnyside and the Municipal Feild need to be opened on 
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weekends. Mr. Horbacewicz shows concern regarding the goals not being 
secured and that children can hang them and be injured. 
Mr. Horbacewicz states the need for better utilization of municipal field, in the 
result of cancellations. TJSL will once again present 8th grade players with a 
fleece as a graduation gift.  TJSL would like to install a gate on Foster Road 
side of fence to prevent kids from hopping the fence when the ball goes over 
and for easier access to the field for people who park on Foster Road. TJSL 
will be making a donation toward the AED Device. Mr. Horbacewicz states 
that the coaches league is a sense of Community. 

6. Don Suess -12 Colonial Road-Mr. Suess proposed a handball court in the 
borough he states that all that is needed is a single wall and the only 
equipment needed is a ball. Mr. Suess states that handball is a very good 
source of exercise.  
 

 
 

IV. CORRESPONDENCE:  
1. Camp Feedback--Mr. Mercurio shares several emails from parents of campers 

regarding their experience at camp.  Mr. Mercurio states that he is looking to 
have smaller groups and a schedule next year. 

2. Softball Clinic Proposal-Al Zaccario proposes a 6 week clinic in the winter-
going over a different aspect of softball each week., this program would be for 
girls 13-18 years old.   Mr.  Silber states that a clinic for pitchers was held 
several years ago for younger kids and it was a great program.   feels you need 
to start with the younger girls to help develop girls.  Al Zaccario recreation 
age girls have different set of criteria to work on then older girls. Mr. 
Mercurio states that this clinic would be for girls who want to play  in high 
school but do not have the skills. Mr. Rodriguez asks what Mr. Mercurio is 
looking for from the recreation board.  Mr. Mercurio states that he would like 
the support of the recreation board.  The program would be held during during 
free gym time during the week and on weekends. Recreation Board supports 
this concept. 

3. Recreation Softball-Mr. Mercurio reports that he received an email from Mr. 
Zaccario stating that there are 3 options moving forward regarding girls 
softball they are: 1. A separate cosponsored group 
2. Join with Little League 3. Remain under recreation with parent advisory 
board. Mr. Mercurio will check into these options and report to the board.  
   

 
               
V.  DIRECTOR’S REPORT: 
 1. Co-sponsorship- 
     A. Discuss Packet- 
     B. Travel/Recreation-This needs to be a part of the co-sponsorship decision.   
                Mr. Mercurio states that we push people to play recreation if they play  
               travel. Mr. Mercurio held a meeting  in September with presidents of all   
               sports.  The representatives stated that they were going to discuss this with  
               their board.  The group stated that they are not sure how it will affect their  
               programs. Mr. Pattison stated that when soccer removed this rule for girls  
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               it did not have a negative effect. Mr. Rodriguez states that when travel  
               softball players played recreation they played the better positions and the  
               less talented girls were left on the bench the travel girls dominated the  
              game. Mr. Swift feels that a limit to the levels of travel teams need to be put 
              into place. 
          2. New Class Proposal-Pilates 
          3. New Class Proposal-Pilates/Zumba 
          4.Lacrosse-Mr. Mercurio reports that he met with residents Elise and Harry  
              Wool regarding a lacrosse program. Mr. & Mrs. Wool stated that  
              Superintendent of Schools Lynn Trager stated that they need to show that  
              there is enough interest for the high school to start a program.   Mr.  
              Mercurio is asking the boards support to start this program  in the spring. 
              Mr. Hamersma inquires who would supply equipment. Mr. Mercurio states  
              the he would look into grants but parents will need to supply the equipment  
              for now.   Mr. Silber motions to support the efforts of Tenafly Lacrosse to  
              start a program in the spring,  Mr. Swift seconds,  Mr. Hamersma abstains  
              due to lack of fields, the motion is carried. 
           5.7th & 8th grade travel basketball status (email included)-Mr. Mercurio reports  
              that he received an email from the presidents of TYB that they are willing  
              to take 7th & 8th grade travel basketball so that all basketball is with the  
              same group. Mr. Silber asks if there any negative issues in allowing this.  
              Mr. Mercurio states that he sees nothing negative, that it is the best decision  
              for everyone involved.  Mr. Pattison motions to turn 7th & 8th grade  
              basketball over to TYB, Mr. Swift seconds, all in favor the motion is 
              carried. 

7. Request for 2nd grade travel basketball-Josh Levinson-Woodland St. Mr. 
Levinson states that he has 12-13 boys who have committed to play and he 
also has coaches.   BTBL has  6 teams in that level.  Mr. Pattison feels  if we 
gave 7th & 8th grade to TYB would it make sense for us to start this program..  
Mrs. Zaccario states that this  was introduced to  the TYB board  and they 
discussed the pros and cons to add another travel team, the TYB board did not 
feel there was enough interest to support another team.  Mr. Rodriguez asks 
Mr. Mercurio’s perspective.  Mr. Mercurio states  that there is no recreation 
level for that grade and that to go from a no game situation or  clinic to 
competitiveness is a concern.  Mr. Pattison states that if TYB does not support 
this program they would need to become a separate cosponsored sport. 
Josh Levinson  asked the board to support this concept and tell TYB that it is 
supported by the recreation board. This would be a  coed would be a coed 
team that would give the children the opportunity to play in a game rather than 
clinic. Mr. Levinson states that children can play at this level in other sports. 
He also states that  if  more kids  show an interest there can be more than one 
team.  BTBL is expecting 8 teams in the league with a 10 game regular 
season.  TYB feels they are too young for this type of competition.  
The recreation board  feels that the town as a whole is not ready for travel 
basketball at this age and there is  no recreation league to fall back on.   The 
recreation board suggests that   2nd graders could try out for 3rd grade team if 
they need to fill their roster/   Mr. Hamersma asks if there is gym space 
available.  Mr. Levinson states that he inquired if a team could play more 
away games, the  answer was  yes if the other teams have gym time.  Mr. 
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Swift suggests that the board write a letter to TYB asking them to consider 
this.  Mr. Pattison is  concerned that you need to have a recreation program so 
you can have a travel program.  Mr. Silber feels that it is not our place to 
suggest this to TYB, he feels that TYB deliberated and are competent to make 
the decision.  Mr. Hamersma motions to deny proposal for a 2nd grade travel 
team, Mr. Swift seconds Mrs. Zaccario abstains as she is on the TYB Board, 
motion is carried.  
Mr. Levinson questions why is there travel flag football for 2nd grade without 
there being a recreation team he feels this is an inconsistency. 
Mr. Mercurio states that the programs are different. The nature of the football 
program does not allow it to be run in-house. 

       Mrs. Zaccario will speak to the TYB board regarding trying  to build a  
       recreation program for 2nd grade basketball. 

8. Fingerprinting-Mr. Mercurio states that we currently have 200 prepaid 
Fingerprint forms.  The recreation board asks that Mr. Mercurio meet  
with Chief Bruno regarding this matter. 

  
             
VI.     OLD BUSINESS: 

1.  Lightning Detector System-Mr. Mercuiro reports that the lightning detectors 
will be up in place in the spring. 

2.  Snack Shack/Bathrooms-Mr. Mercurio reports that there will be a dedication 
ceremony in the spring.  Mr. Mercurio states that the snack shack has worked 
great for football games.  Bathrooms are opened by maintenance when they 
are working, after  hours someone from the group needs to pick up a key at 
the police department then return the key to police desk after the event is 
done. Mr. Salaski suggests that a key be put in lock box belonging to soccer.  

3. Outdoor Fitness Equipment-Mrs. LaMasta reports that the council was 
agreeable of the concept.  Mrs. LaMasta will report back to Mr. Mercurio 
regarding the councils suggestions on moving forward. 
Mr. Swift inquires whether utilize all gym space in town ie: JCC- Mrs.  
Zaccario states that there is still enough space in the elementary schools  
on weekends.   

4. Mrs. Lamastra shows a picture of the new soccer cage.  Travel soccer will be 
going out to bid for the cost and the cost on lighting.  The cost will be brought 
to the mayor and council  11 parking spaces will remain. Mr. Hamersma asks 
who will maintain the field, Mrs. LaMastra states that’s the DPW will 
maintain the cage.  Mr. Hamersma inquires as to who will get priority.  Mrs. 
LaMastra states that the recreation department will have control of the field.  
This is a gift from Travel Soccer. Mrs. LaMastra suggests the recreation board 
make suggestions to the Mayor and council for fields using open space funds.  
Mr. Silber feels the recreation board needs to approach the board of education 
to use open space money to turf Geissinger Field which sits unused from 
Thanksgiving until graduation.  Mrs. LaMastra states that the board of 
education would have to deed the field to the borough and the board of 
education cannot deed the property over according to the original deed.  Mr. 
Salaski states that would need to be approved by the resident.  Mr. Hamersma 
states that numerous football games have been cancelled when it rains to keep 
fields in perfect condition and that the  board of education should have 
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accepted the gift for turf years ago.  Mr. Rodrigues requests Mr. Silber  be on 
a committee to see how open space money can be used, Mr. Silber states that 
he would be glad to and will report back in November.   Mr. Swift inquires 
where the recreation department can  use open space money for maintenance.  
Mrs. LaMastra states it cannot be used for field maintenance. 
Mr. Rodriguez states that there is a need for viable options for field space.  
Mrs. LaMastra states that lights need to be placed on the Geissinger Field to 
get full usage from it.   

5. Mr. Silber inquires if the skate park has been repaired and reopened. Mr. 
Mercurio states yes it has. 

 
 

 
VII.      NEW BUSINESS:  

1. Mr. Mercurio will check into the possibility of a handball court and report 
back in November. 

2. The recreation board acknowledges Mr. Horbacewicz’s report -Mr. 
Hamersma states that he thinks it is  a disgrace that someone needs to be 
paid to clean up the field. The recreation board requests that Mr. Mercurio 
look into having the bathrooms at Sunnyside accessible at all times for 
groups utilizing the fields. Mr. Mercurio will look into the possibility of 
having a gate installed on the Foster Road side of the fence on the Municipal 
Field. 

3. Mrs. LaMastra what will be done with site supervisor position now that 
Louie has a full time job.  Mr. Mercurio states that we are looking to split 
the job a site supervisor and a field groomer. 

4. Mrs. Zaccario motions to accept both Pilates classes,  Mr. Hamersma  
seconds,  all in favor the motion is carried. 

5. Mr. Hamersma motions to accepts the Team Makers program Mr. 
Pattison seconds, Mr. Silber abstains, the motion is carried. 

 
 
VIII.    SPECIAL EVENTS: 

1.  Bike Rodeo-October 13th/Westerly Drive-Update Mr. Mercurio reports that 
we will hold another safety bike rodeo a month after the learn to ride rodeo. 
 

2.  Halloween Celebration October 27th-FYI 
 

Mr. Silber motions to go to closed session,  Mrs. Zaccario seconds all in favor  
the motion is carried. 
Mr. Pattison motions to go back into open session, Mr. Swift seconds, all in  
favor the motion is carried. 

 
IX. ADJOURNMENT: 9:50 pm 
             Mrs. Zaccario motions to adjourn, Mr. Swift  seconds,  all in favor the  
  motion is carried.  
 


