
Minutes approved February 8, 2010 

TENAFLY RECREATION BOARD 
MINUTES – FEBRUARY 8, 2010 

 
I. ROLL CALL:  Chair Naomi McDermott, Vice Chair Rich Rodriguez, Tom Swift, 
Peter Fidler, Robert Sabatino, Jeff Pattison, Tony Favorito, Carol Roux, Council Liaison 
Nadia LaMastra 
 
ABSENT:  Susan Van Poznak, Board of Education Liaison Mark Aronson   
January 11, 2010 minutes. Mr. Rodriguez motions to accept the minutes Mr. Fidler 
seconds the motion.  All in favor and the motion is carried. 
 
II. AUDIENCE:  John Preolo, 153 Riveredge Road, representing Tenafly Lions Little 
League.  Mr. Preolo presented Tenafly Recreation with a check for $1500.00 this is  a 
donation toward the new groomer. Mr. Preolo presented a copy of Little Leagues new 
code of conduct policy for review prior to presenting it to the Mayor and Council.  Little 
League has established a code of conduct review committee asking Mr. Fidler to sit on 
the committee, Mr. Fidler accepts.  Mrs. LaMastra questions why a cosponsored sport is 
not using the code of conduct used by recreation, Mr. Preolo states Little League felt they 
needed a more in depth policy.  Mr. Rodriguez feels all cosponsored sports should have 
one code of conduct used by all.  Little League would like to reseed and install a sprinkler 
system at Smith School and has reached out to Soccer for help financing this, soccer 
stated that they do not use Smith School at this time.   Little League now has coaches 
pitching in the 1st grade division.  A new scoreboard was purchased for the major league 
field it will be dedicated to Little League on opening day. Little League currently has 
over 300 children registered projecting over 500 will register.  The Tenafly Little 
League/Tenafly Recreation Softball Parade will be held on Saturday, April 24, 2010. 
 
Jeff Toonkel, 127 Erledon Road, representing Tenafly Travel Soccer.  Mr. Toonkel 
wanted clarification on permit usage priority. Questioned why the Adult Swim Club 
Softball League, which does not have 100 % Tenafly Resident has priority over Spring 
Soccer for the Municipal Field on Sunday mornings. The recreation board feels primarily 
that the softball team takes priority as an in season sport.  Additionally, the board would 
like to support adult sports in town and acknowledge the claim of an existing long 
established team. The board also noted that 18 of the 20 members on the softball roster 
are Tenafly Residents.  
 
 
Mark Slawson, Director of Youth Services-the recreation board would like to keep the 
lines of communication open between recreation and youth services.  The board stated 
that if Mr. Slawson needs anything from the board he should let Mr. Favorito know and 
Mr. Favorito will bring it to the board at a meeting. Mr. Slawson states that the youth 
center is responsible for the children in the teen center not on the field.  Mr. Rodriguez 
feels that Mr. Slawson and Mr. Favorito should continue communicating and if the need 
arises for communication with the board Mr. Slawson can attend a meeting or email the 
board members.  
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III. CORRESPONDENCE: 
1.  Letters from three Closter residents requesting Recky’s Camp be extended to include 
7th graders.  The board feels three non residents requesting this is not cause enough to 
change the current structure of the camp. The teen center camp is for children in 7th -9th 
grades and does accept non residents.  
 
2.  Tenafly Travel Soccer submitted their cash flow report for 2009, the report was                
acknowledged by the recreation board. 
 
3. Permit submitted by Elisabeth Morrow School for use of the Baseball/Softball fields 
at Sunnyside Park during April and May on Tuesday-Thursday. Mr. Favorito states that 
Elisabeth Morrow allows TYB and Tenafly Recreation use of their gym for basketball.  
Mrs. McDermott reminds the board that Elisabeth Morrow does not charge us for 
janitorial services during the time we are there.  Mr. Swift motioned to approve the 
permit, Mr. Pattison seconds the motion, all in favor and the motion is carried. 
 
4. Permit submitted by Tenakill Swim Club Mens Softball Team for Sunday mornings 
in June, July and the first week in August.  There was one conflict date with Tenafly 
Travel Soccer, Mr. Favorito will try to find another field for June 13th for the softball 
team. Mr. Swift states that recreation has a policy stating that no youth sport can start on 
a Sunday prior to 12 noon. Mr. Favorito will notify Mr. Toonkel that the permit for mens 
softball has been approved and that he will try to find a field for June 13th so soccer can 
have the field that day.   Mr. Rodriguez motioned to approve the permit, seconded by 
Mr. Sabatino, all in favor and the motion is carried.  
 
5. Refund request from Adnan Siddiqui and Gail Silverman for high school basketball 

league.  The board agreed that Mr. Favorito will hold an organizational meeting prior to 
next season to review all concerns. Mrs. McDermott motioned to refund the 
registration fee of $75.00 minus the administration fee and the cost of the t-shirt, the 
total refund will be $57.00.  All in favor and the motion is carried. 

 
IV. DIRECTOR’S REPORT: 
1.  Due to the overwhelming response for the Father/Daughter Dance the board suggests 
 we look for a new venue next year to accommodate everyone who is interested. 
 The board also suggests that the newspapers be notified. The board acknowledged the            
winter camp being held at Mackay School during the school break for 26 children. The 
board acknowledged the Mom and Dads Night Out held on January 22nd.   
 
2.  The July 4th Celebration will be held on Saturday, July 3rd in conjunction with the 
 fireworks display. Mrs. LaMastra will contact the Chamber of Commerce requesting the 
president attend the March 8th recreation board meeting to discuss their part in the 
celebration.   
 
3.  NJRPA Convention requisition was denied Mr. Favorito is concerned about keeping  
 up the required CEU’s, Mrs. LaMastra will discuss this with the borough          
administrator. 
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4.  Contract letters have been sent to a majority of summer camp counselors/supervisors 
who worked  last summer.  The board suggests that letters be sent out this year to those 
not being offered jobs. Letters should be sent to those not being offered jobs at this time 
explaining that a job may become available based on enrollment.  
 
5. The recreation board discussed the proposal of staff for the recreation department 
Mr. Favorito stated he needs guidance regarding his staff after the resignation of the 
assistant director.  Mr. Favorito states that the services/efficiency of recreation will suffer 
with the staff shortage. Mr. Favorito states that he needed to turn away two people who 
showed an interest in running new programs.  This was a result of the staff shortage and 
the need to get the brochure to print in a timely fashion.  Mr. Rodriguez suggests a letter 
should be sent to the Mayor & Council from the recreation board with Mr. Favorito’s 
proposal for their review.  Mr. Rodriguez asked who is doing the work of the assistant 
director, Mr. Favorito states the work is being handled by the recreation staff Mr. 
Rodriguez feels that the Mayor and Council needs to give Mr. Favorito direction on his 
staffing as soon as possible.   Mrs. McDermott feels the board should attend a mayor and 
council meeting to discuss the staffing in the recreation department.  Mrs. LaMastra 
states she will bring this before the mayor and council. This was tabled until the March 8, 
2010 recreation board meeting when Mrs. LaMastra will report on her discussion with the 
mayor and council. 
 
6. Mrs. LaMastra stated the borough is looking to hire a leisure service director who 
would oversee the recreation, youth and senior centers.  Mr. Sabatino stated that he is not 
in favor of this as it will not save money and would possibly reduce services to the 
residents. 
 
7. The recreation board advised Mr. Favorito to move ahead on hiring an assistant  
 director for summer camp.   

 
 
V. OLD BUSINESS: 
1.  Mr. Rodriguez presented the revised lighting policy. The board suggested that a letter  
 be sent to the Foster Road residents with a copy of the policy inviting them to the 
 March meeting to discuss the policy prior to it being sent to the mayor and council 
 for final approval. 
 
2.  Mr. Fidler, Mr. Pattison and Mr. Favorito are still looking into the possibility of using 
NAYS for coach’s screening, the fee is $6.50 per coach, the screening is done once per 
calendar year. The check is based on social security and drivers license numbers.    Mr. 
Fidler and Mr. Pattison are discussing the possibility of the cosponsored sports absorbing 
the fee for their coaches. Mrs. LaMastra questions who will be responsible for collecting 
the information  as well as the data entry. It was proposed that this be done by the 
recreation department staff, possibly Mr. Favorito and Mrs. Roux both who are NAYS 
Clinicians. Mr. Fidler and Mr. Pattison will check into NAYS further, as well as checking 
if Community Pass can handle the data entry. Mr. Pattison and Mr. Fidler will report back 
to the board.  
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3.  David Hals has sent a letter to the borough regarding the bathrooms/concession stand 
 at the Municipal Field, it will go out for bid soon. 
 
4.  Mr. Pattison advised the board that the recreation and travel soccer boards are  
 considering merging.  Soccer would like to make some capital improvements and  
 asked for suggestions.  Mr. Favorito suggested equipment for the new concession 
 stand and possibly improving fields at Smith School. 
 
5.  Mr. Rodriguez asked the status of residents obtaining guest badges for the skate 
Park. Mr. Swift will contact Eifert French Insurance Company and ask their opinion. 
 
6.  The recreation board asked about the recreation department programs absorbing the 
online registration fees.  Mr. Favorito stated that the resolution was given to Mr. 
Fehrenbach for mayor and council approval.  Mr. Favorito explained to the board his plan 
to cut 5%, which is a total of $22,000.00 from his budget as requested by Mr. 
Fehrenbach, Interim Borough Administrator.  
 
 
VI. NEW BUSINESS: 
1. The board discussed an email received from the mayor regarding repairs to the  

tennis courts. This is depending on the amount of excess money after the  
construction of the bathrooms/concession stand, and other capital improvements.  Mrs. 
McDermott will respond to the email. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Meeting adjourned 10:30 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Carol Roux 


