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TENAFLY RECREATION BOARD 

AGENDA MAY 9, 2016 
Called to order: 7:31 am 

 
I.         ROLL CALL: Matthew Mercurio, Carol Roux, John Finnerty, Nadine Shubailat, 
 Robert Silber, Sara Levinson, Ed Salaski, Amy Lerner-Alpine Liaison, Michelle 
 Merchant 
 ABSENT: Michael Greeley, David Reichel, Mark Zinna-Council Liaison, 
  
  
 
II. MINUTES: April18, 2016- Mrs. Shubailat motions to accept the minutes,              
 Mrs. Levinson seconds the motion, all in favor, the motion is carried. 
 
 
 
III.     CORRESPONDENCE:  

1. Tenafly United Soccer Age Group Changes 
2. Tenafly United Soccer-Tiger Cage Sign 

 Mr. Mercurio presents the correspondence to the board.   
 Mr. Salaski states that some parents have voiced that they are upset about the age 
 group changes. There will be a U15 flight for kids who are that age but not in high 
 school.  If there are not enough players they will try to combine with other towns. 
 Mrs. Levinson feels that Tenafly United Soccer should come with a plan to 
 discuss whether Tenafly kids will have priority if they combine with another 
 town, before the board motions to support the supplementing of players. 
 A discussion ensued. 
 Mr. Silber motions to support the concept, if Tenafly United Soccer can 
 establish U15 boys and girls teams then Tenafly United Soccer can 
 supplement the team with players from other towns if necessary, Mr. 
 Finnerty seconds, Mrs. Levinson abstains, the motion is carried. 
  
 Tiger cage plaque-Mr. Finnerty motions to support the plaque being prepared 
 and placed on the cage. Mrs. Shubailat seconds, all in favor, the motion is 
 carried. 
 Mr. Mercurio presents and explains the program budget to the board. 
 Mrs. Levinson would like to see the Summer Camp Budget. 
 
  
IV.     AUDIENCE:     
 Katherine Carlberg-Tenafly 
 Mrs. Carlberg states that her daughter is playing Lacrosse in Old Tappan. She 
 states that if we have a team for boys we should have one for girls 
 Mr. Mercurio states that boys joined with N .V.D. this year and that next year in 
 the fall we will have a girls clinic with the high school girls coach and a clinic for 
 boys with the boys high school coach. Mr. Mercurio states that with the clinics we 
 are hoping to have a girls team in the Spring. 
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 Mrs. Carlberg request that the clinics not be held on Sunday mornings due to 
 religious obligations. 
 Mr. Silber asks Mrs. Carlberg what she feels the recreation board can do to 
 support getting a critical mass of girls. 
 Mrs. Carlberg that we need to get information out that the girl play differently 
 than the boys and that it is not as physical.  Mrs. Carlberg also states that there are 
 clinics held indoors in Nyack in the winter to get kids ready for the Spring season 
 and that maybe recreation could offer these clinics.  
 A discussion ensued. 
  
 
               
V.  DIRECTOR’S REPORT:   
 1.  Reckys Summer Camp-Mr. Mercurio reports that we have 400 kids registered   
 with 35 on wait list, 11 kids have dropped out and those spots were filled with 
 people on the wait list.  Mr. Mercurio states that some of the  wait  list people 
 have found something else to do and have declined the spots. There were  6th 
 graders on wait list they were sent an email to  remind them of teen camp option. 
 There are 3-4 who did choose to register for the teen camp. 
 2.  Lacrosse-Mr. Mercurio reports there are 3 weeks left in the season.  Mr. 
 Mercurio reports that our 4th grade team won the River Dell Lacrosse 
 Tournament there were 8-10 teams in the tournament.  Mr. Mercurio reports that 
 in 2017 boys will be strictly in Tenafly and hopes to have a girls clinic to lead into 
 a girls team. 
 Ms. Merchant suggests that the team be recognized by the Mayor & Council. 
 3.  Junior Football-Mr. Mercurio reports May 15th is the last day to register.  Last 
 Thursday we held a parent information meeting. We currently have registered  3 
 players on the Pee Wee level, 18 on Juniors and 13 on Seniors. Mr. Mercurio 
 states that he would feel comfortable with 16-19 on each level. Mr. Mercurio will 
 speak to the head of the league and hopefully they will allow us to only enter 2 
 teams for this year with the hopes of having 3 teams next year. 
            Mr. Silber inquires why the Pee Wee levels are low. 
 Mr. Mercurio states last year the Pee Wee level consisted of mostly 4th graders. 
 Mrs. Levinson feels that kids in other towns are bigger than Tenafly kids.  She 
 states that we need more parents who are passionate about the sport. Mrs. 
 Levinson suggests that Mr. Mercurio finds parents who are passionate about 
 football to advocate for the sport. 
 Mrs. Shubailat states the  people are scared. 
 A discussion ensued. 
 4.  Outdoor High School Basketball-Mr. Mercurio reports there are 10 teams  
 committed. The teams will have play in games then  semi-finals and a final game.   
 5.  Safe @ Home-Mr. Mercurio reports the tournament begins this week Tenafly’s 
 14U team dropped out, they cannot field a team for the weekend. 
 6.  Tiger Cage Lights-Mr. Mercurio reports that there was an issue last month the 
 issue has been fixed. 
 7.  Learn to Ride Bike Event-Mr. Mercurio reports that this year saw the most 
 kids ever. We are looking to move the event next year to the middle school. 
 8.  Municipal Lights-Mr. Mercurio reports there are two bulbs out,  Musco is 
 coming out tomorrow to repair them. 
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VI.     OLD BUSINESS: 

1. A.D.H.O.C. Committee-Mrs. Levinson states that the committee went to 
Secaucus and they all walked away feeling that this was the one they were the 
most impressed with. The center brought together all the groups teen, senior 
and youth.   Mrs. Levinson will be writing a report that will go to the Mayor 
and Council. Mr. Silber asks to see the report, Mrs. Levinson states that she is 
not the chair therefore it is not her decision to share the report with the 
Recreation Board. Mrs. Levinson states that the board should request a copy 
of the report from the committee. 
The Recreation Board will request a copy from Mr. Zinna. 

2. Team Snap-Mr. Mercurio reports that he and Mrs. Levinson met with Mr.          
Kleiner from T.Y.B. they will have another meeting regarding the registration 
aspect on a conference call on Thursday with a Team Snap representative. 

3. Mrs. Shubailat reports that ABC digital would main stream an author event. 
4. Mrs. Levinson requests that marketing remain on the agenda under old 

business as it is an ongoing subject. Mrs. Levinson reports that they will look 
at the Fall Brochure soon. 
Mrs. Levinson states that she feels the web page still need a /recreation, once 
this is done then she can work on social media. 

 
 

 
VII.      NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Ms. Merchant inquires if someone has an idea regarding a new class what is 
the process. 
Mr. Mercurio states that she should have them contact him he will send a new 
program form. 

2. Ms. Merchant states that the schools are looking to do more focusing around 
S.T.E.M. and asks if we are looking to offer more programs, ie: working with 
the Liberty Science Center. Mr. Mercurio states he will look into this. 

3. Mrs. Shubailat asks how we can get new families onboard with recreation is 
there a way of introducing recreation to new parents.  Mr. Mercurio states that 
he would be interested in speaking with new parents through the schools.   

4. Mr. Silber asks about having ice skating times for Tenafly Residents.  
Mrs. Levinson asks if we could also offer time for horseback riding possibly 
in Leonia or Rockleigh. 
Mr. Finnerty asks regarding insurance liability. 
Mr. Mercurio will check into all aspects of this. 
 

 
  
 
VIII.    SPECIAL EVENTS: 
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IX. ADJOURNMENT: 9:00 pm 
 Mrs. Shubailat motions to adjourn, Ms. Merchant seconds, all in favor, the 
 motion is carried. 


