
    
TENAFLY RECREATION BOARD 

MINUTES APRIL 18, 2016 
 

I. ROLL CALL: Matthew Mercurio, Carol Roux, Michelle Merchant, Robert 
      Silber, Sara Levinson, David Reichel, Nadine Shubailat, Michael Greeley 

 
 ABSENT: John Finnerty, Ed Salaski-B.O.E. Liaison, Amy Lerner-Alpine   
 Liaison, Mr. Zinna-Council Liaison 
  
  
 
II. MINUTES: March14, 2016 Ms. Shubailat motions to accept the minutes,    
 Mrs. Levinson seconds the motion, all in favor, the motion is carried. 
 
 
 
III.     CORRESPONDENCE:  

1. Softball pre-season Report 
2. Little League pre-season Report 
3. Travel Soccer pre-season Report 

Mr. Mercurio presented the co-sponsored pre-season reports to the Recreation 
Board and summarized each report.  
Ms. Merchant states that softball currently has 128 players registered and this 
year they will have a 3rd grade division. 
A discussion ensued regarding the reports, as well as Team Snap.  
 

  
 
  
IV.     AUDIENCE:    
 Tenafly Youth Basketball Post Season Report-Eric Kleiner-Tenafly-co-president 
 of T.Y.B.  Mr. Kleiner states T.Y.B. sponsored a Chris Heren event, they would 
 like to  put glass backboards on the courts and upgrade scoreboards in the schools. 
 T.Y.B. has obtained a sponsor who has paid for Team Snap. T.Y.B. would like to 
 hold more events ie: Chris Heren and would like to pair up with the high school.  
 Mrs. Shubailat will speak to some authors in the same situation as Chris Heren 
 regarding adding Tenafly to their book tours.  Ms. Merchant suggests pairing 
 with other sports groups and possibly the police department.  Ms.  Merchant 
 states that the Recreation Board supports these events. T.Y.B. was  the first town 
 in the nation to wear professional licensed jerseys. Mr. Kleiner reports there 
 were 440 players in the program which was down 25 players from  last year, 
 travel had 18 teams this year. 
 Mr. Kleiner states that T.Y.B. started clinics with B.S.A.K. for travel, B.S.A.K  
 donated 2 weekends of clinics for the in town teams. There were paid coaches for 
 7th & 8th grade teams. 
 Ms. Merchant states that as a mother of both a son and daughter in the basketball 
 program she feels the season went very well and commends the T.Y.B. Board for 
 their efforts. 
 A discussion ensued.  
    
  



 
               
V.  DIRECTOR’S REPORT:   
 1.  Reckys Summer Camp-Mr. Mercurio reports that we have 400 campers, 26 are 
 non-residents, we have a wait list of 30-34.  Contracts to new employees will be 
 sent out soon, we hire 75-80 staff members per summer. Mr. Mercurio states that 
 we hire the best person for the job. Mr. Mercurio reports that 3 years ago we had 
 200 residents and 200 non-residents in camp. 
 2.  Lacrosse-Mr. Mercurio reports the program is starting this week with games.  
 Mr. Reichel states that next year they will be playing in town games. 
 3.  Spring Sports-Mr. Mercurio reports most have started already. 
 4.  Adult Softball Meeting-Mr. Mercurio-reports there are 7 mens teams and 6 
 coed  teams, games start in June. Teams were required to pay ½ the league fee 
 this week. 
 5.  Prince/Princess Dance-Mr. Mercurio reports 90 people attended.  Mrs. 
 Shubailat attended and said it was great, the castle was amazing, the photographer 
 was great.   
 6.  Jr. Football-Mr. Mercurio reports numbers are very low, the league as well as 
 the department and coaches are concerned. The deadline to register is May 15th, 
 Mr Mercurio and coaches went to all of the schools to speak about the program.  
 On May 5th there will be a parents meeting with recreation staff and coaches 
 to show equipment and discuss parent’s concerns regarding the sport. 
 Currently the junior team has 13 registered the senior team has 8 and the pee wee 
 team has 1.   Mrs. Levinson asks Mr. Mercurio what is plan B. Mr. Mercurio 
 states that we have to wait and see. Mr. Mercurio states that Bergenfield is a 
 possibility to combine teams with; they are currently in another league. Mr. 
 Mercurio states that the early registration deadline is to give kids who want 
 to play a chance to seek other options. 
 Mr. Mercurio states that he has reached out to Closter, Cresskill, Englewood, 
 these towns are not interested in combining with Tenafly. 
 Mr. Greeley asks if Norwood would be interested. 
 Mr. Mercurio states that they are not interested they have enough players. 
 A discussion ensued. 
 7.  Outdoor High School Basketball-Mr. Mercurio reports this year there are 12 
 teams involved. Mr. Mercurio sent out a flyer asking if the team would rather a 
 regular league or a tournament.  Half wanted a regular league the other half 
 wanted a tournament.  Mr. Reichel suggests combining and having both. 
 8.  Safe @ Home-Mr. Mercurio reports there are 9 teams in the senior division 
 and 4 teams paid in the junior division. Rockaway has 1 girl from Sparta, the 4 
 teams agreed to allow her to play giving us a 5th team, we are now looking for a 
 6th team the deadline is Thursday, April 21st. If a 6th team is not found we will 
 only have a senior division this year. 
 9.  Tiger Cage Lights-Mr. Mercurio reports that we were having problems with 
 the lights; Musco is currently working to fix the problem. 
 
 
VI.     OLD BUSINESS: 

1.  A.D.H.O.C. Committee-Mrs. Levinson reports that they went to visit the 
Teaneck Recreation Center and it was interesting to see how closely the town 
works with the Recreation Department. She feels we need to be more united in 
presenting ourselves.  Mrs. Levinson states the committee also toured Fort 
Lee and is going to visit Secaucus. Mrs. Levinson states that both Teaneck 



and Fort Lee’s Recreation Centers are 100% town usage.  Mr. Greeley states 
that they offer the opportunities to rent the space; however there is not  much 
free time. 
Mrs. Levinson states that these towns go outside of the box to present 
programing to their residents by working with outside venues i.e.: bowling 
and ice skating in Hackensack. 
Mrs. Levinson states the classes are offered for only Teaneck residents at 
those places in a certain time slot. 
Mr. Greeley states that these visits have opened their eyes and minds as to  
what is available. 
A discussion continued. 

2. Team Snap-Mr. Mercurio reports Mrs. Levinson and himself will have a 
meeting with T.Y.B. and Mark Zinna to discuss Team Snap. 

3.  H.S.A. Meeting-Mr. Mercurio reports Mrs. Levinson and himself met with 
the presidents about having a check box to include Recreation.  They stated 
that they can send out a dedicated blast with a link to our email list. 
Mrs. Levinson feels that this was a nice forum for Mr. Mercurio to go out and 
listen to peoples thoughts and concerns regarding Recreation. 

4. Mrs. Levinson inquired about the budget. Mr. Mercurio states that Mr. Zinna 
said he would bring a copy of the budget and that he would bring the 
individual program budget at the end of the year.  Mrs. Levinson believed Mr. 
Mercurio was going to present the budget from 2015 to the board. Mr. 
Mercurio will email the breakdown for last year to the board members.  
 

 
 

VII.      NEW BUSINESS: 
 
1. Mrs. Shubailat inquires if there are any running events for little kids.   Mr. 

Silber states that O.L.M.C. has a very good track program. 
2. Mrs. Levinson proposed that all sports cosponsored and  non-cosponsored 

leaders come together on a quarterly basis to discuss failures and 
successes in the programs.  She feels that forums are an opportunity to 
work together and bring everyone to the table. 
Mr. Greeley agrees that having leadership come together is a good idea; 
however not quarterly as people are busy, twice a year may be better. 
Mr. Reichel feels you need a specific agenda. 
Ms. Merchant suggests we solicit to see if there is an interest. 
Mrs. Levinson motions to have an informal all sports forum with the 
leaders of the organizations, Ms. Merchant seconds, all in favor, 
motion is carried. 

3. Mrs. Levinson asks for an update on the website regarding the /recreation 
after tenaflynj.org.  Mr. Mercurio states that he has spoken to the Borough 
Administrator and was told this is not possible.  Mrs. Levinson states that 
she is working on it and feels it will be available next month. 
     

VIII.    SPECIAL EVENTS: 
   

 
IX. ADJOURNMENT:    8:55  
 Mrs. Levinson motions to adjourn, Ms. Merchant seconds, all in favor, the 
 motion is carried. 


