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TENAFLY RECREATION BOARD 

MINUTES  January 11, 2016 
Called to order at 7:30 pm 

 
I.     ROLL CALL: Matthew Mercurio, Carol Roux, John Finnerty, Robert Silber, 
 Sara Levinson, Mark Zinna, Nadine Shubailat, Amy Lerner, Michael Greeley, 
 David Reichel, Michelle Merchant 
 ABSENT: Stephanie Addison-Fontaine, Board of Education Liaison 
  
 Swearing in of new members:  John Finnerty and Nadine Shubailat.  Mr. 
 Silber administers the oath of office to new members. 
 
 Reorganization of Board- Mr. Greeley nominates Mr. Silber for the position 
 of Chair, Mr. Finnerty seconds, all in favor the motion is carried.       
 Mr. Greeley nominates Mr. Reichel for the position of Vice Chair, Mr. Silber 
 seconds, all in favor the motion is carried.              
 
 
II. MINUTES:  December 14, 2015 Mrs. Levinson motions to approve the 
 minutes, Mr. Greeley seconds the motion, all in favor, the motion is carried. 
 
 
III.     CORRESPONDENCE: 
 Co-Sponsored Sports Pre-Season/Post-Season Reports 
 
 TUSL-Mr. Toonkel gives his end of season report for Travel Soccer. The amount 
 of participants has increased as well as training. The soccer cage has been a big 
 asset. This is the first time having a Spring High School age team there are 2 boy 
 teams and 1 girl team.  There are new rules by United States Soccer Federation 
 requiring calendar age birthdays to set up teams rather than by grades. A 
 discussion ensued. 
 
 TJSL-Mr. Kraft gives end of season report.  This year there were 7 new board 
 members added. There was no raise in fees in the past two years.  There were 2 
 new programs Sunday mornings Little Kickers for 3-4 year  olds, there were 45 
 kids with 20 on the waiting list. There is High School pick up soccer in the cage 
 on Friday nights for free, they had so many kids that they moved to the bigger 
 fields. 
 There was an equipment collection with items donated to the Boys and Girls club 
 of America. Once again there was a Red Bull Night and a night with the Red 
 Bulls on the Municipal Field with separate stages that the kids went to for 
 training all hosted by the Red Bulls. A discussion ensued. 
 
 TLL-Mr. Wasserlauf and Mr. Sudnow- Mr. Wasserlauf state the fall season 
 was successful there were 8 teams, this year they had a 15U team.  Little League 
 has some professional trainers for travel and the feedback has been very 
 positive. Little League hosted games for the Little League Worlds Series for our 
 local division. A discussion ensued. Mr. Sudnow asks the Recreation Board if our  
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 site supervisor could maintain the Major League Field. Mr. Mercurio states 
 that our Site Supervisor could maintain the dirt part of the field, however this 
 is Board of Education property and at this time we cannot cut the lawn. Mr. 
 Mercurio states that there is a Spring Sports meeting being held on  
 Wednesday and this can be discussed. A discussion ensued. 
 
 TYB-Mr. Mercurio gives the Tenafly Youth Basketball pre-season report. Mrs. 
 Levinson states that TYB used Team Snap which is an App that you can put on 
 your phone, IPAD, etc. for scheduling. Mrs. Levinson motions that Mr. 
 Mercurio contact Team Snap and have them come and make a  presentation 
 to try to get all cosponsored sports on Team Snap, Mrs.  Shubailat seconds 
 the motion, all in favor the motion is carried.  Mr. Mercurio will invite the 
 cosponsored sports to attend also. A discussion ensued. 
 
 Tenafly Softball Request-Mrs. Merchant requests on behalf of Tenafly Softball 
 permission to place a shed on the Municipal Field to house there equipment. 
  Greeley seconds, all  in favor, the motion is carried. 
  
IV.     AUDIENCE:  
  
               
V.  DIRECTOR’S REPORT:   
 1.  Reckys Summer Camp/Location Change/Registration Update-Mr. Mercurio 
 reports 170 registrations on the first day of registration. 
 2.  Visit with Santa- Mr. Mercurio reports the event went well. 
 3.  Wrestling-Mr. Mercurio reports there are 31 kids registered their 1st match was 
 against Old Tappan and everyone did well. Mr. Reichel states that his child is 
 wrestling and everything is going well. 
 4.  Lacrosse- Mr. Mercurio reports boys registration is ongoing, Tenafly has more 
 registrants then Northern Valley Demarest. We are waiting to hear regarding girls 
 joining NVOT. 
 5.  High School Basketball-Mr. Mercurio reports the season started January 4th, 
 there are 7 teams which is the same as last year, the season will end before Spring 
 High School Sports begin. 
 6.  Skate Park-Mr. Mercurio reports there have been a lot of issues at the skate 
 park ie: graffiti, stealing, damage and drugs.  Mr. Zinna states the Mayor and 
 Council are discussing installing cameras, Mr. Greeley suggests that increased 
 lighting and landscaping could help. A discussion ensued. 
 7.  Winter Programs/Program Updates-Mr. Mercurio reports that our Lego class 
 and Mah Jongg classes were cancelled due to low enrollment. We will offer Lego 
 again in the Spring and Summer.  
 8.  Spring Field Meetings-Mr. Mercurio reports that the meeting will take place 
 on Wednesday with cosponsored sports and the Board of Education. 
     
 
VI.     OLD BUSINESS: 

1.  Open Space Committee/Recreation Center-Mr. Mercurio asks Mr. Zinna for a 
report. Mr. Zinna states that an ADHOC committee will be chosen this week 
for a Community Center. The committee will visit other facilities in the area. 
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Mr. Silber inquires about Tenafly Swim Club, Mr. Zinna reports they have 
filed bankruptcy and that the matter is now in the hands of the trustees.  The 
land will eventually revert back to the Borough. 

2. Track Open during Recreation Events-Mr. Mercurio reports that Mr. 
Hamersma raised question about people walking the track during Recreation 
Events.  The decision is up to Recreation during our events.   

 
 

VII.      NEW BUSINESS: 
1.  Mr. Zinna asks if there is anything needed from the Borough.   
2. Mrs. Shubailat asks if we have ever thought of Yoga/Meditation Classes. 

Mrs. Shubailat will speak to Mr. Mercurio during the week regarding this. 
 

3.  Mrs. Levinson brought the following to the Recreation Board for discussion: 
• Effectiveness of our marketing and communication 
• Analysis of the efficiency of facility usage  
• Possibility of renting facilities to create revenue 
• Cost efficient repairs to Sunnyside Park 
• Does the Korean School utilize and pay the custodial fees at the 

Middle School on weekends 
A discussion ensued. 
 

Mr. Silber motions that a subcommittee be formed to look into marketing 
consisting of Mr. Mercurio, Mrs. Levinson and Mrs. Shubailat, Mrs. 
Shubailat seconds, all in favor the motion is carried.  
 

  
 
VIII.    SPECIAL EVENTS: 

1. Valentines Dance-Thursday, February 11th-6:00-8:00 pm- K-12 girls 48 kids 
registered the dance is being held in the High School Cafeteria 

2. Egg Hunt-Saturday, March 26th-1:00 pm being held at the Roosevelt Common  
3. Prince/Princess Dance, April 7th-5:30-7:30 pm. 3-5 year olds being held in the 

High School Cafeteria 
 

 
IX. ADJOURNMENT:   9:15 pm 
 
 
Mrs. Merchant motions to adjourn Mrs. Levinson seconds the motion, all in favor, 
the motion is carried. 
 
 
Submitted by: 
 
Carol Roux 


