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TENAFLY RECREATION BOARD 

MINUTES – April 21, 2014 
Meeting called to order at 7:32 pm 

 
I.         ROLL CALL: Matthew Mercurio, Carol Roux, Robert Silber, Steve Hamersma, 

      Jeff Pattison, David Reichel, Amy Lerner, Monica Zaccario, Nadia LaMastra-   
      Council Liaison 

 ABSENT: Sam Bruno-B.O.E. Liaison, Michael Greeley  
  
  
II. MINUTES:  March 10, 2014-Mr. Hamersma motions to accept the minutes  
 with a correction. Mrs. Levinson seconds the motion, all in favor the motion  
 is carried 
 
 
III.     AUDIENCE:   
 Mercedez Walker re: Basketball-Postponed –Ms. Walker could not make the  
    meeting. 
 Tom Giordano-12 George St.-Mr. Giordano inquires if the Recreation Board  
 Agenda could be posted on the website prior to the meetings. Mr. Giordano 
 asks if the usage of the new sports cage will be by permits issued through the  
 Recreation Department. Mr. Giordano asked if the in season policy will be used. 

Mr. Mercurio states  there is no longer an in-season policy.  Mr. Giordano reports  
as a member of the Tenafly Little League Board that there was an incident with a 
coach and parent and that the Little League in investigate and report to the 
Recreation Board their findings. 

 
IV. CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
               
V.  DIRECTOR’S REPORT:   
 1.  Field Turf Maintenance-Mr. Mercurio reported that there were repairs done to  
 the  turf  last week and that they will be back next week to do spring cleaning. 
 2.  Summer Camp Registration/Employment Update-Mr. Mercurio reported that  
 registration has taken place and we currently have 330 kids enrolled and we will  
 be  starting the hiring process 
 3.  Camp License/New Requirements-Mr. Mercurio reported that the state is  
 mandating the all summer camp staff  have a current Mantoux test as well as a  
 note from a doctor stating they are healthy and able to work. HARP will  
 administer the Mantoux tests free of charge. 
 4.  Fee Waivers-Mr. Mercurio reported that he has received a couple of requests. 
 5.  Bike Rodeo-Mr. Mercurio reported that  60-75 kids were taught to ride and  
 that the feedback from parents was excellent.  Parents were very happy to see the  
 police officers and stated that the kids look up to the officers and enjoy learning  
 from them. 
 6.  Lacrosse-Mr. Mercurio reported that the Lacrosse clinic starts Sunday, April  
 27th there are 57 kids enrolled. 
 7.  Men’s/Coed Softball-Mr. Mercurio reported that there are 8 teams in the Mens  
 League and 6 teams in the Coed League. 



Approved May 12, 2014 
 
 8.  Sports Cage Update-Mr. Mercurio reported that the cage is currently locked  
 until it is officially gifted to the Borough at a council meeting this week.   
 9.  Safe @ Home –Mr. Mercurio reported there are 21 teams in the tournament 
  with 12 teams in the 12U division and 9 teams in the  14U division with a   
 Tenafly team in each division. 
 10.  Football Helmet Reconditioning-Mr. Mercurio  reported that 114 helmets are  
 out for reconditioning. 
 11. Closed Session Procedure-Mr. Mercurio reports to the board the criteria for  
 going into closed session. 
 12.  Basketball Courts-Mr. Mercurio reported that the basketball courts will need  
 to be redone they are peeling, the company will redo them this summer. 
 
             
VI.     OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Geissinger Field-Mr. Silber reports that he has heard from a Mr. Bruno that 
everything is moving forward as scheduled.    

2. Snack Shack Vent/FD Requirements-Fire Official Alden Blackwell gave Mr. 
Mercurio the requirements and  Mr. Mercurio is obtaining price quotes.  The 
Football Boosters do not feel this is necessary for them.   

3. Bike Donations-Mr. Mercurio reports 3 more bikes were donated to Tenafly 
Residents. 

4. Challenger Program appreciation-Mr. Mercurio reports that the letters will be 
sent from Mayor Rusting to the heads of each sport’s challenger program. 

5. TYB Incident Follow-up-Mr. Mercurio reports that the bullying incident was 
discussed with the coach. 
Mr. Mercurio reported what was discussed.  TYB did not address this matter. 
Mr. Mercurio feels that a policy for all sports is needed and that  he will be 
meeting  with BOE regarding their policy. A discussion ensued about  
bullying. A meeting will be held with two Recreation Board Members, Mr. 
Mercurio and the coach and Mr. Mercurio will report back to the board. 

6. Football By-Laws-Mr. Mercurio reports he will send out the final draft to all 
board members with all modifications for adoption next meeting 

7. Mrs. LaMastra inquires whether a policy has been adopted  on the football 
banners, Mr. Mercuiro states that a decision was not made. 

8. Mr. Reichel inquires why the  Mens & Coed softball season has been moved 
up to a May start, Mr. Mercurio states that he is  trying of end earlier since 
August is vacation time. 

 
 
VII.      NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Mr. Pattison requests a letter go to the Board of Education, and the Mayor and 
Council  regarding usage on Geissinger Field and track especially in regards 
to the closing of the field in winter. Mrs. Levinson states that a representative 
from Recreation  should be included in joint use meetings. 

Mr. Pattison motions to have a letter sent to the Board of Education and Mayor & 
Council stating that the Recreation Board was in full support of adding turf and 
lights to Geissinger Field and they felt as an athletic body this would enhance the 
opportunities for youth and adult residents of the community to maximize use of the 
entire facility including the field and track. Unfortunately it appears that in several 
respects the availability of time that the facility will be open has been reduced and 
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compromised.  It is very disappointing that the powers to be could not find a way to 
have the walking track operating during the same hours it is currently available.  
 
The board also requests that the Recreation Director should be involved in Joint 
Usage meetings,  Mr. Reichel  seconds the motion,  all in favor motion is carried. 

2. Mrs. Levinson asks Mrs. Lerner if Alpine maintains their fields, particularly 
the baseball field by police station that is used my Tenafly Little League.  
Mrs. Lerner states that  this is handled by the Borough of Alpine,  the group 
using the field is responsible to line and groom the field.   

3. Mr. Hamersma states that the high schools 4 home football games will be in 
the evening this year. 

4. Mr. Mercurio informs the board that the  new athletic director at the high 
school has been named. 

5.  Mr. Silber states that Mr. Mercurio should contact the Little League Board 
for information regarding the incident brought forth by Mr. Giordano. 

 
VIII.    SPECIAL EVENTS: 

1. Easter Egg Hunt-April 19th-Mr. Mercurio states that the Easter Egg Hunt was 
very well received, everyone had a wonderful time.  

2. Safe @ Home May 16-18-FYI 
 

 
 
IX. ADJOURNMENT: 8:47 pm 
 
 Mrs. Levinson motions to adjourn, Mr. Hamersma seconds the motion, all in 
favor the motion is carried 
 
 
 
 
Submitted by: 
Carol Roux 


