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BOARD OF HEALTH 

 

 

BOROUGH OF TENAFLY, NEW JERSEY 

BOARD MEETING, November 13, 2014 

 

 

The meeting of the Board of Health was held on the above date.  Mr. Howard Bader, President, 

read the Board’s compliance with the Open Public Meeting Law and called the meeting to order 

at 7:30 p.m. 

 

The following members were present:  Howard Bader, Dr. Daniel Feit, Dr. Michael Basista, 

Maria Xylas, Dr. Etta Frankel, Sam Yanovich, Health Officer and Ruby Pujols, Registered 

Environmental Health Specialist 

 

Board members absent:  Berton Greenberg 

 

Also present:  Board of Health Secretary Valerie Nicolosi 

 

A motion was made to approve the minutes of September 18, 2014.  A voice vote carried the 

motion.  All voted in favor; none were opposed. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Mrs. Nicolosi updated the board on the recent flu clinics.  On October 10, 2014, there were 138 

participants.  There were 120 residents over 65 years of age and 66 requested the high dose flu 

vaccine.  The residents were very pleased to be able to get this vaccine.  Other residents were 

pleased to get the quadrivalent vaccine. 

The first make-up date for the flu shots on October 31
st
 had 16 walk-ins.  Eight (8) individuals 

requested the high dose flu vaccine.  On November 7
th

, the second make-up date, there were 2 

walks-ins.   

Overall totals were 156 vaccines administered.  Of that figure, 74 received the high dose vaccine.  

There was some discussion regarding having another flu clinic at the high school.  Mr. Yanovich 

will research this option.  It was decided that additional funding will be requested for the high 

dose flu vaccine in next year’s budget.   

 

NEW BUSINESS 

  

Mr. Yanovich updated the board about the contract rate increase for services from Mid-Bergen 

Regional Health Commission.  His contract includes a Health Officer (as needed per state 

mandate) and a Registered Environmental Health Specialist who is on site in the Borough 2 full 

days per week.  Both professionals are available 24/7.  Board members are extremely satisfied 

with the services provided by his agency.  Mrs. Nicolosi noted that she and Borough 

Administrator Jewel Thompson-Chin would be meeting with representatives of Bergen County  
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Health Services to review service options available to the Borough as requested by the Mayor & 

Council. Board members stressed that there should be no change to any of the Health 

Department contracts.   

 

Mrs. Nicolosi gave a brief update on the 2015 Board of Health Budget.  She will forward the 

draft budget to the board members for review, increasing the high dose flu vaccine line item as 

discussed.  Contracts for 2015 will not be signed until the January Re-organzation meeting of the 

Board of Health.  The narrative will stress the Board of Health’s position that no contracts be 

changed for the coming year.   

   

Mrs. Nicolosi reported there was an Ebola Emergency Response meeting held on Wednesday, 

October 29, 2014 with borough staff, health professionals and representatives from all Tenafly 

schools and Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church and School.  The meeting was led by Borough 

Councilman and Emergency Management Coordinator Anthony Barzelatto.  Handouts were 

distributed (copies in your packets).  Hand sanitizers have been installed throughout Borough 

Hall and will be installed shortly in the Police Department, Library, DPW Building, Recycling 

Center, Senior Center and Davis-Johnson Park.  In the spring, the DPW will be installing them in 

the bathrooms at Sunnyside Park and the Concession Stand at the Municipal Field.  Toilet seat 

covers are also on order for all public bathrooms. 

 

REPORTS 

 

The board briefly discussed Mr. Yanovich’s November report with updates on Ebola and 

influenza.  The level of flu in the state and our region has been low so far this season.  He has 

participated in numerous teleconferences, on both the State and local level regarding Ebola.  He 

noted that precautions for emergency services personnel and use of Personal Protective 

Equipment (PPE) employed for contact with an Ebola patient has been paramount in the 

discussions.  The quarantining & isolation of sick travelers (i.e. symptoms of fever) from the 

affected nations at the airport, or for a ‘low-risk” person identified to a local health department, 

has been formally documented through a memo from the Commissioner of the Department of 

Health.  The protocol is pursuant to an Executive Order from Governor Christie. 

  

Ms. Pujols reviewed her September/October report with the board.  She conducted many food 

establishment inspections as well as inspections at schools and childcare centers.  Complaints 

were addressed regarding garbage, mold on a cake, rats, heating, fumes and dog bites.  She has 

also reviewed plans for the new Subway business on Washington Street and for the construction 

of BrightView Senior Living on Hudson Avenue. 
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OTHER BUSINESS 

 

There was concern about a problem with fake flu pills being distributed at a local shopping mall.  

People are being sold these pills and told they don’t need a flu vaccine.  Mrs. Nicolosi will 

contact Mr. Yanovich to see if he has heard of this scam. 

 

The board discussed the defibrillator inventory in the Borough and the procedures for 

maintaining all units.  This inventory was done in 2013.  It was mentioned that there should be a 

defibrillator at the Tenafly Nature Center.  Mrs. Nicolosi will re-send the inventory and 

maintenance schedule to the board via email.  Board members are urged to look over the 

inventory and make suggestions about additional locations.  Funds should be set aside in the 

Board of Health budget for the purchase of these units. 

 

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 8:13 p.m.  A voice vote carried the motion.  All 

voted in favor of the motion; none were opposed. 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

      Valerie B. Nicolosi 

      Board of Health Secretary 


