
 

 
 

TENAFLY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING 

December 10, 2012 
 
 
 
The Board of Trustees of the Tenafly Public Library met on December 10, 2012 at 7:30 p.m. at the Library for its regular 
Board meeting.  
 
Board Members Present: President Kathleen Cook, Vice President Patrick Rouse, Secretary/Treasurer Martin Gilbert, 
Mabel Allen, Kenneth Altman, David DiGregorio, Martha Kerge and Arthur Peck. 
Absent:  Soon Juhng 
 
Staff present: Library Director Gina Webb-Metz and Administrative Assistant Ann Marie Connolly. 
 
Ms. Cook called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Ms. Webb-Metz reported that notices of the meeting had been posted 
and sent to the media. 
 
Minutes  
Board members approved the minutes of the regular board meeting of November 19, 2012.   
Moved by:  Dr. Gilbert.  Seconded by:  Mrs. Allen.  Unanimously accepted. 
 
Correspondence 
Congressman Scott Garrett sent a letter of appreciation to the Library for allowing his office to utilize space to hold Mobile 
Constituent Office hours for residents of Tenafly and surrounding areas.  Recent congressional redistricting moved the 
Borough of Tenafly from the 5th Congressional District to the 9th Congressional District, which will be represented by 
Congressman William Pascrell beginning 1-1-2013. 
 
In a letter dated November 27, 2012, Tenafly Public Schools Superintendent of Schools, Lynn Trager, requested that David 
DiGregorio serve as the Superintendent’s alternate to the Tenafly Public Library Board of Trustees for the Year 2013. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
The financial statements will be reviewed later in December and distributed to the Board. 
 
Director’s Report 
Ms. Webb-Metz commended Library staff for working together to make the December 5 Holiday staff party funded by the 
Friends of the Library such a success.    She also thanked Board member Martin Gilbert for giving of his time to plan the 
party and for the delicious food he prepared.  
 
The Board approved Library delayed openings on two Wednesday mornings to enable employees to train for the new 
Polaris Integrated Library System were extremely productive for the staff.  Library employees Dan Lane and Rafat 
Ispahany planned meaningful practice sessions using various patron scenarios with the new system. The staff was able to 
work with the new system in a fun and relaxed environment. 
 
Ms. Webb-Metz thanked two Board members for giving of their time to help in the decision to schedule two programs in 
the Edna Kawulitzki Gallery for the Year 2013. 
 
Mabel Allen participated in a meeting with Tenafly resident Kirby Tan regarding a young artists art exhibit.  The exhibit 
opening will be held on Sunday, February 10, 2013 at 1:00 p.m. and will include a Chinese New Year celebration including 
folk dancing, Tai Chi and Chinese paper cutting. 
  
Dr. Altman shared in the interview with Tenafly resident Alexander Vengerov who will present a family concert “Around 
the World” with clarinet and sax on Sunday March 10, 2013 at 2:00 pm. 
 
Board member Soon Juhng had reported to Ms. Webb-Metz that she found the online Trustee Committee Orientation 
Program very informative.  Her participation in the program fulfills the Library’s 2012 continuing education requirement 
for State Library Aid. 
 
The Board was very receptive to Ms. Webb-Metz’s suggestion to devote part of the January or February Board meeting to 
training on the Public Access Catalog that is part of the new Polaris Integrated Library System. 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
Mr. Rouse thanked Ms. Webb-Metz for her efforts to help the community during the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy.  In 
particular he thanked her for opening the Library on the morning of Saturday, November 3 at 10:00 am after receiving word 
at 9:00 am that power was restored.  Councilwoman Martha Kerge also thanked Ms. Webb-Metz and the Library staff for 
their warmth and hospitality to the public.  Mrs. Kerge will investigate with Council members the possibility of adding the 
Library to the Borough generator or having a separate generator for the Library to help provide much needed library 
services to the community. 
 
President’s Report 
Mrs. Cook thanked all concerned for hosting a much-enjoyed Holiday party.  She also expressed her enthusiasm at being 
reappointed as a member of the Library Board. 
 
New Business 
None 
 
Report from the Mayor’s Alternate 
Councilwoman Kerge thanked the Board for its support and looks forward to spending another year as the Mayor’s 
alternate of the Library Board. 
 
Report from the Superintendent’s Alternate 
None 
 
Citizen’s Portion of the Meeting 
None 
 
Adjournment 
Ms. Cook moved to adjourn the meeting 8:00 p.m. to go into closed session to discuss a personnel issue.  Seconded by:  Dr. 
Altman.  Unanimously approved. 
 
The Board returned from the closed session at 8:11 pm. 
 
After a discussion, a motion was made by Patrick Rouse and seconded by Dr. Altman to appoint Eric Steinberg of 
Eastwood, Scandariato and Steinberg, LLC to lawyer consultant of the Tenafly Free Public Library.  It was passed 
unanimously. 
 
Open session was closed at 8:15 pm.  Moved by Dr. Peck, Seconded by Patrick Rouse and unanimously approved. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Martin Gilbert 
Secretary/Treasurer 
 
 
The next regular meeting of the Library Board of Trustees will be on Monday, January 14, 2013 
 
APPROVED:  January 14, 2013 


