
TENAFLY PUBLIC LIBRARY 

MINUTES OF LIBRARY BOARD MEETING 

DECEMBER 14, 2009 

 
 
 
The Board of Trustees of the Tenafly Public Library met on the above date at 7:30 p.m. at the 

Library for its regular monthly meeting. 
 
Board Members Present:  President, Ellen Rochford,  Vice President Kathleen Cook, Dr. 

Kenneth Altman, David DiGregorio,  Dr. Everett Fergenson, Dr. Martin Gilbert, Dr. Arthur Peck 
and Councilman Patrick Rouse.   

Staff Present:  Library Director Stephen Wechtler, Assistant Director Soon Juhng and 
Administrative Assistant Ann Marie Connolly. 

Board Members Absent:  Mabel Allen 
 
Mrs. Rochford called the meeting to order.  Mr. Wechtler confirmed that notices of the 

meeting had been sent to local papers, Cablevision and were posted on the Library and Borough 
bulletin boards. 

 
Board members approved the minutes of the November 9, 2009 meeting.  Moved by:  Dr. 

Altman.   Seconded by:  Dr. Fergenson.   
 

CCCCORRESPONDENCEORRESPONDENCEORRESPONDENCEORRESPONDENCE    
    The Tenafly Japanese Community Association donated $300. from the proceeds of their 24th 
annual Japanese Community Bazaar held on October 3, 2009.  Some of the materials purchased with 
this gift will be directed towards the purchase of quality titles, including those on Japanese culture 
for our circulating collection. 
 
 The Friends of the Library received the Final Release and Refunding Bond in the amount of 
Eight Thousand Eight Hundred Nine Dollars and Forty cents ($8,809.40) from George T. Brown, Jr., 
Executor of the Estate of Lillian M. Panczner, 
 
 Mr. Wechtler discussed with Board members the photograph of the painting of the restored 
Demarest-Lyle House by Tenafly resident and former exhibitor in the Edna Kawulitzki Gallery, Gus 
Anton.  The Board was enthusiastic about Mr. Anton’s offer to donate the painting and agreed it 
would be a wonderful additional to the Library. 
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORTDIRECTOR’S REPORTDIRECTOR’S REPORTDIRECTOR’S REPORT    

Mr. Wechtler presented and explained various aspects of the proposed 2010 Library budget 
to be presented to the Mayor and Council.  The 1/3 mil appropriation to the Library for 2010 is 
$1,408,194., which is $23,950 less than the 2009 1/3 mil appropriation.  The Board then discussed 
the budget and after discussion the following resolution was approved by the Board. 
    

BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED THATBE IT HEREBY RESOLVED THATBE IT HEREBY RESOLVED THATBE IT HEREBY RESOLVED THAT:  The Board of Trustees of the Free Public Library of the 
Borough of Tenafly approves of the 2010 Library budget as presented by the Library Director for 
submission to the Mayor and Council 

  
Moved by:  Dr. Altman     Seconded by:  Mrs. Cook  
 
Voting as follows: 
 
Dr. Altman – Aye    Dr. Gilbert - Aye 
Mrs. Cook – Aye    Dr. Peck - Aye 
Mr. DiGregorio – Aye    Mrs. Rochford - Aye 
Dr. Fergenson – Aye    Councilman Rouse - Aye 
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    Mr. Wechtler and the Board discussed the results of the  bid opening on December 3, 2009 for 
the project “Tenafly Public Library HVAC Upgrades.”    Sheridan Mechanical Corp was the apparent 
lowest bidder at $97,850.  AMCO Enterprises, Inc., the second lowest bidder ($98,400.), appealed the 
bid.  In a legal opinion of December 10, 2009, Attorney Robert Silber, Esq. considered AMCO’s 
appeal to have merit because Sheridan Mechanical Corporation’s bid failed to list a subcontractor 
Business Registration Certificate number.  New Jersey Statutes consider this to be a mandatory 
item to be submitted at the time of receipt of bids.  Failure to submit is a fatal defect. The Board 
approved of the bid of AMCO Enterprises, Inc. pending review and approval of their bid by our 
engineer and our attorney, Robert A. Silber, Esq.  The following resolution was approved:  
 

BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED THATBE IT HEREBY RESOLVED THATBE IT HEREBY RESOLVED THATBE IT HEREBY RESOLVED THAT:  The Board of Trustees of the Free Public Library of the 
Borough of Tenafly approves of the bid for HVAC upgrades submitted by AMCO Enterprises, Inc. in 
the amount of $98,400 pending review and approval by Innovative Engineering, Inc. and our 
attorney, Robert A. Silber. 
 
Moved by:  Dr. Fergenson   Seconded by:  Mrs. Rochford 
 
Voting as follows: 
 
Dr. Altman – Aye   Dr. Gilbert - Aye 
Mrs. Cook – Aye   Dr. Peck - Aye 
Mr. DiGregorio – Aye   Mrs. Rochford - Aye 
Dr. Fergenson – Aye   Councilman Rouse - Aye 
 
 On December 1st the Library issued library cards 1,000 and 1,001 for the year 2009 to Noah 
and Dina Shlufman.   Thirty-six more cards have been issued since then.  This is the most Library 
cards issued in any year in the history of the Library. 
 
 Artist Anne Sellinger-Siefert is exhibiting “Light and Shadow” in oils and pastels in the 
Edna Kawulitzki Gallery for December and January.   

  

OTHER BUSINESSOTHER BUSINESSOTHER BUSINESSOTHER BUSINESS    
 A tentative date for the Library’s annual booksale is set for Friday, Saturday and Sunday, 
April 16, 17 and 18.  The McCandless Room will be reserved from Tuesday, April 13 through 
Monday, April 19.  
 
 On December 3, there was a leak in the Young Adult section of the Library.  Over 170 sq. ft. 
of carpet was completely soaked.  The section was closed and Miller Carpet Cleaning set up a 
dehumidifier and air blowers that ran through December 5. 
 

  Library Board members were pleased with the new Library tote bags.   
 
 The meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.  Moved by:  Dr. Altman.   Seconded by:  Dr. Peck.   
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
The next regular meeting of the  
Library Board of Trustees will be  
Monday, Monday, Monday, Monday, JanuaryJanuaryJanuaryJanuary 11, 2010 11, 2010 11, 2010 11, 2010        
at the Library.      Stephen R. Wechtler  
       Library Director 
 
APPROVED:  January 11, 2010 


