
TENAFLY PUBLIC LIBRARY 

MINUTES OF LIBRARY BOARD MEETING 

May 10, 2010 
 

 
The Board of Trustees of the Tenafly Public Library met on May 10, 2010 at 7:30 p.m. at the 

Library for its regular monthly meeting. 
 
Board Members Present:  President Ellen Rochford, Vice President Kathleen Cook, 

Secretary/Treasurer Dr. Martin Gilbert, Mrs. Mabel Allen, Dr. Kenneth Altman, Mr. David 
DiGregorio, Dr. Arthur Peck and Councilman Patrick Rouse.   

Staff Present:  Library Director Stephen Wechtler, Assistant Director Soon Juhng and 
Administrative Assistant Ann Marie Connolly. 

Board Member Absent:  Dr. Everett Fergenson.  
Borough Administrator Jewel Thompson-Chin attended the meeting. 
 
Mrs. Rochford called the meeting to order.  Mr. Wechtler stated that notices of the meeting 

had been sent to local papers, Cablevision and were also posted on the Library and Borough bulletin 
boards. 

 
Board members approved the minutes of the following Library Board meetings: February 22, 

2010 (special meeting), Moved by:  Dr. Peck.  Seconded by:  Mrs. Cook; March 24, 2010 (special 
meeting), Moved by:  Dr. Altman.  Seconded by:  Dr. Gilbert; April 12, 2010. Moved by:  Mrs. 
Rochford.  Seconded by:  Dr. Gilbert. 

 
Borough Administrator Jewel Thompson-Chin was welcomed and introduced to Board 

members.  She spoke of her goals and objectives for the Borough of Tenafly and her desire to work 
with the Library in achieving those goals and objectives.  Board members welcomed her and 
expressed their desire to cooperate with Mrs. Thompson-Chin within the constraints of the legal 
statutes the Board abides by.  

 
CORRESPONDENCECORRESPONDENCECORRESPONDENCECORRESPONDENCE    
    Mr. Wechtler presented his May 4, 2010 letter of retirement to the Board and expressed his 
gratitude for the wisdom, experience and prudence of the Board and the opportunity he was afforded 
for 28 years to work with truly outstanding Board members to help direct and shape the Tenafly 
Library into the strong, very busy, positive and vital municipal community service it has become.  
Board members expressed their disappointment that they were losing an incredible director. They 
also wished him well in his decision to retire.  
 The Board also reviewed Assistant Library Director Soon Juhng’s letter of retirement dated 
May 7, 2010.  Mrs. Juhng thanked the Board and Mr. Wechtler for the many opportunities she has 
had to participate in the growth and development of the Library for 26 years.  Board members 
expressed their gratitude to Mrs. Juhng and wished her great happiness in her retirement. 

In a letter of April 20, 2010, Julie Villafuerte, Director of the Tenafly Senior Center thanked 
the Library for a donation of books left over from the Spring booksale. 
 Also in her letter dated April 29, 2010, Susan Pettigrano, Director of Volunteer Service at the 
NJ Veterans Memorial Home at Paramus, thanked the library for the donation of books left over 
from the Spring booksale.  
 Anthony Taormina, Chair of the BCCLS Trustee Education Committee, sent an email on 
May 2, 2010, inviting newly appointed trustees as well as veteran trustees to attend one of the 
sessions of the trustee orientation program on June 1 and June 3 that will address the proposed 
State Library budget cuts. 
   
DIRECTOR’S REPORTDIRECTOR’S REPORTDIRECTOR’S REPORTDIRECTOR’S REPORT    
    The circulation of all items through April 30, 2010 was incorrectly stated in the April 2010 
Director’s Report to the Library Board of Trustees. The correct higher figure was 75,445.  Our 
Library’s circulation so far this year is 14th highest in the BCCLS system of 75 libraries. 
 Proposed legislation A2555 which is being supported by the League of Municipalities, will 
eliminate minimum funding for libraries and strike down the 1/3 mil legislation that was established 
in 1884.  Mr. Wechtler discussed with the Board the disastrous effect passage of this legislation will 



 

 2 

have on all public libraries.  Minimum funding is what makes it possible for libraries to work 
together.  If A2555 is approved, the Bergen County Cooperative Library System will be in danger of 
collapsing and library funding and services to the public will be drastically reduced.  After discussion 
the Board approved the following resolution: 
 
 BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED THAT:  The Board of Trustees of the Free Public Library of the Borough 
of Tenafly opposes the proposed legislation A2555 that will eliminate minimum funding for libraries and will thus 
result in fewer books, fewer hours and fewer services, and will cause some libraries to close. 
 

Moved by:  Dr. Altman   Seconded by: Mrs. Cook 
 

Voting as follows: 
Mrs. Allen – Aye    Dr. Gilbert - Aye    
Dr. Altman – Aye   Dr. Peck – Aye 
Mrs. Cook – Aye    Mrs. Rochford – Aye 
Mr. DiGregorio - Aye   Councilman Rouse – Aye 

        
    Mr. Wechtler stated that the listing for a replacement library director was posted on May 4, 
2010 at the Borough and subsequently on the BCCLS website, the Borough of Tenafly website, 
NYLINE, and submitted to The Rockland County Library System website and to the Rutgers 
University graduate library school website.  
 
 A library director search committee comprised of Board President Ellen Rochford, Vice 
President Kathleen Cook, Secretary/Treasurer Dr. Martin Gilbert and Board member Dr. Kenneth 
Altman has been established.  Mr. Wechtler will work with the committee. 
 
 Heston Allocco, Project Manager of AMCO, informed Mr. Wechtler that a comprehensive 
survey of the HVAC is complete.  The VAV boxes are scheduled for delivery shortly.  Payment for 
completed services from January 12 through April 30 has been approved for payment on May 11, 
2010.   
 
 The proposed 74% cut to State Library Service will take effect on July 1.  The biggest loss for 
libraries will be state support for delivery services.  Over three million interlibrary loan books and 
media were delivered statewide in 2009 and two million of these were in the BCCLS system.  This 
service is scheduled to shut down on July 1.  However, BCCLS is developing an alternate plan for 
delivery of interlibrary loans.  Replacing the four days a week of state delivery support will cost 
approximately $80,000 among member libraries. This amount would have to be absorbed by the 75 
member libraries.  An alternate delivery service for BCCLS would involve changes.  These might 
include limiting the number of individual ILL requests and charging for each loan. 
 
OTHER BUSINESSOTHER BUSINESSOTHER BUSINESSOTHER BUSINESS    
    Mr. Wechtler thanked Mrs. Thompson-Chin for her excellent coverage of the Library in her 
first editing of the Borough Newsletter. 
 
    The meeting adjourned at 8:25p.m. Moved by: Mrs. Cook.  Seconded by: Dr. Peck.   
 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
The next regular meeting of the  
Library Board of Trustees will be  
Monday,Monday,Monday,Monday,    June 14June 14June 14June 14, 20, 20, 20, 2010101010        
at the Library.      Stephen R. Wechtler  
       Library Director 
APPROVED:  June 14 


