
TENAFLY PUBLIC LIBRARY 

MINUTES OF LIBRARY BOARD MEETING 

JANUARY 10, 2011 

 
 
The Board of Trustees of the Tenafly Public Library met on January 10, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. at the Library for 

its regular monthly meeting. 
 
Board Members Present:  President Kathleen Cook,  Vice President Patrick Rouse,  Secretary/Treasurer Dr. 

Martin Gilbert, Mrs. Mabel Allen, Mr. David DiGregorio, Mrs. Soon Juhng and  Dr. Arthur Peck. 
 Staff Present:  Library Director Gina Webb-Metz and Administrative Assistant Ann Marie Connolly. 
Absent:  Dr. Kenneth Altman and Mrs. Ellen Rochford. 
 
Mrs. Cook called the meeting to order.  Ms. Webb-Metz reported that notices of the meeting had been sent 

to the media and posted. 
 
Mrs. Mabel Allen took the Oath of Office upon the renewal of her membership on the Library Board.  Mr. 

Patrick Rouse took the Oath of Office as a member of the Library Board.  
 

The election of Board officers for 2011 was held.  The following were nominated:  
 

President – Mrs. Kathleen Cook (moved by Mr. Rouse, seconded by Dr. Peck).  Elected unanimously. 
Vice President – Mr. Patrick Rouse (moved by Mrs. Cook, Seconded by Dr. Gilbert).  Elected 
unanimously.  
Secretary/Treasurer – Dr. Gilbert (moved by Dr. Peck, Seconded by Mrs. Allen).  Elected unanimously. 
 
Mrs. Soon Juhng was appointed by Mayor Rustin for a one-year term as his alternate and Mr. DiGregorio 

was reappointed by School Superintendent Lynn Trager for a one-year term as her alternate. 
 
Board members approved the minutes of the regular Board meeting of December 13, 2010 and the 

Executive Board meeting of December 13, 2010. Moved by: Mrs. Cook.  Seconded by:  Mrs. Allen.  
 

Correspondence 
In a note dated December 28, 2010, Mr. and Mrs. Stephen R. Wechtler thanked the Board for its gift in 

memory of her mother.   Linda and Gerald Herskowitz of Tenafly donated $100.00 in appreciation of the Library’s 
Teaching Company DVD collection.  Crossing Guard Richard Sargavy made a $75.00 donation and Ms. Vivian 
Franklin donated $15.00 in memory of Emily Feldman. 
 
BCCLS 
 The figures for Year 2010 Net Plus Reimbursement from BCCLS are as follows: January through June net 
loans were 5,679 with reimbursement from BCCLS of $2,460; July through December net loans were 7,414 with 
reimbursement of $3,383. 
 The Board discussed and agreed that the Tenafly Public Library was in compliance with the rules and 
regulations of the Bergen County Cooperative System Certification of Agreement.  Board Vice President Patrick 
Rouse moved to sign the Agreement and Mabel Allen seconded the motion.  Board President Kathleen Cook and 
Library Director Gina Webb-Metz signed the BCCLS Certification of Agreement. 
 
Labor Attorney  

Labor Attorney Robert Silber, Esq. resigned in January 2011 as the Borough labor attorney.  He offered to 
continue into 2011 as the labor attorney of the Library to complete the current library employee union contract 
negotiations.  The Board was in agreement that he continue working on the negotiations. 
 
Board of Trustee By-Laws 

The Board approved of the formation of committee to update the By-Laws of “The Trustees of the Free 
Public Library of the Borough of Tenafly.” Mrs. Cook, Dr. Gilbert, Mrs. Allen and Ms. Webb-Metz agreed to be on 
the committee. 
 
Library Hours of Service 

 
The Board discussed changing Library hours of service to the public and approved the following resolution: 
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BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED THAT :  The Board of Trustees of the Free Public Library of the Borough 
of Tenafly agreed that the Library will close eight additional Sundays in June and July.  For Year 2011, Sunday 
closings will be from Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend.  Wednesday hours of service will 
change from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 a.m. through 5:00 p.m.  Saturday hours of service will change from 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. to 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. effective March 1, 2011. 

 
 Moved by:  Mrs. Cook  Seconded by: Dr. Gilbert 

Voting as follows: 
Mrs. Allen – Aye   Mrs. Juhng - Aye  
Mrs. Cook - Aye   Dr. Peck – Aye 
Mr. DiGregorio - Aye  Mr. Rouse - Aye 
Dr. Gilbert - Aye   
 

2011 Budget 
The Board discussed the need to find additional funding for books and materials.  A finance committee of 

Dr. Martin Gilbert, Mr. Patrick Rouse and Ms. Gina Webb-Metz reported on their meeting to find additional funding 
for books and materials in the 2011 budget.  Due to the decrease in the 1/3 mil funding and increases in health 
insurance and PERS costs, the 2011 books and materials budget currently stands at approximately $67,000, 
compared to $180,000 in both 2009 and 2010. The Board discussed cost saving options available to increase the 
books and materials budget and referred back to the Finance Committee for further evaluation. 

 
Council Liaison Report 
 No council liaison was in attendance 
 
Citizen’s Portion 
 The citizen in attendance did not wish to speak. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 8:11 p.m. to go into closed session to discuss a personnel matter. Moved by: Mr. 
Rouse.  Seconded by: Mrs. Cook. 
  
 The Board returned to open session at 8:20 p.m. 
 
 The following resolution was discussed and passed: 
 
 BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED THAT :  The Board of Trustees of the Free Public Library of the Borough 
of Tenafly agreed that Library Director Gina Webb-Metz has satisfactorily completed her probationary period.  The 
Borough of Tenafly “Request for Personnel Action” form will be signed by Board President Kathleen Cook and 
forwarded to the Borough Administrator. 
 

Moved by:  Mr. Rouse   Seconded by: Dr. Gilbert 
 

Voting as follows: 
Mrs. Allen – Aye    Mrs. Juhng - Aye  
Mrs. Cook - Aye    Dr. Peck – Aye 
Mr. DiGregorio - Aye    Mr. Rouse - Aye 

  Dr. Gilbert - Aye 
 
Other Business 

There was no other business. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:21 p.m.  Moved by:  Dr. Gilbert.  Seconded by:  Mrs. Cook. 

  
      Respectfully submitted, 
The next regular meeting of the  
Library Board of Trustees will be  
Monday, February 14, 2011  
at the Library.     Dr. Martin Gilbert 
      Secretary/Treasurer 
      Tenafly Library Board 
Approved: February 14, 2011 


