
 
 TENAFLY PUBLIC LIBRARY  

MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING 

October 17, 2016 

 

The Board of Trustees of the Tenafly Public Library met on October 17, 2016, at 7:30 p.m. at 

the Library for its regular Board meeting.  
 

Board Members Present: President Patrick Rouse, Vice President Kathleen Cook, 

Secretary/Treasurer Soon Juhng, Mabel Allen, Kenneth Altman, David DiGregorio, Martin 

Gilbert, Arthur Peck and Paul Stefanowicz.  

Absent: None. 

Staff present: Library Director Gina Webb-Metz and Administrative Assistant Ann Marie 

Connolly. 
 

Patrick Rouse called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Gina Webb-Metz reported that notices of 

the meeting had been posted and sent to the media. 
 

Oath of Office 

Paul Stefanowicz took the Oath of Office having been appointed by Mayor Peter Rustin as his 

alternate for the remainder of Martha Kerge’s one-year term.  

 

Minutes  

Board members approved the minutes of the regular board meeting of September 12, 2016.  

Moved by:  Martin Gilbert.  Seconded by:  Kenneth Altman.  Unanimously accepted.  Board 

members approved the Minutes of the Executive Board meeting of June 13, 2016.  Moved by: 

Martin Gilbert.  Seconded by:  Soon Juhng. Unanimously accepted.  Board members approved 

the minutes of the Executive Board meeting of September 12, 2016.  Moved by:  Martin Gilbert.  

Seconded by: Soon Juhng.  Unanimously accepted. 
 

Treasurer’s Report 

Soon Juhng reviewed with the Board the Library’s financial statements of September, 2016.  

She noted that she had examined and approved the statements and reported that they were 

current and accurate.  A motion was made to approve the financial reports.  Moved by:  Martin 

Gilbert.  Seconded by:  Kenneth Altman.  Unanimously accepted.  
 

Correspondence 

The Library received a gift of $1,000 from the estate of Harriette C. Dorf.  Mrs. Dorf’s daughter, 

Ilene A. Dorf Manahan, stated in her letter that she and her mother were decades-long active 

and enthusiastic Library patrons and her mother particularly loved the music of George 

Gershwin and performing in the Ridgewood Gilbert and Sullivan Opera Company.  Ms. Webb-

Metz will consult with the Tenafly Library Friends in researching an appropriate way to honor 

Mrs. Dorf’s memory. 

The Library received a thank you note from the Center for Food Action in Englewood for a 

recent donation of food collected during the August “Food for Fines” program. 
 

Director’s Report 

The Friends program on Sunday October 16, 2016 featuring Marlene VerPlanck and her 

musicians was very successful.  On Saturday, October 22, 2016 from 11:00 a.m. to noon, The 

Friends are hosting an Edible Book Festival featuring representations of books made from food.  

In addition, Tenafly resident Cate Holahan will read from her latest book, The Widower’s Wife, 

and Mel Hioki will read from and lead an age-appropriate discussion on hunger featuring his 

children’s book, The Other Side of the Pond.  In conjunction with the book’s theme of hunger, 

Saturday October 22 will be a “Food for Fines” day with donations going to the Center for Food 

Action in Englewood. 
 

Next on the schedule for Sunday, November 13 at 1:00 p.m. is The New Piano Trio showcasing 

classical repertory.  The Friends Dessert and Apple Cider Social will follow this program.   



 
 

Monday, October 17 marks the beginning of “Star Wars” week at the Library. Teen and 

Emerging Technologies Librarian, Stacey Shapiro, Latricia Markle and Marcia Literati have 

planned events after school for the entire week.  

 

President’s Report  

None 
 

Old Business  

None 
 

New Business 

Martin Gilbert discussed the BCCLS Trustee Associates Education meeting to be hosted by the 

Tenafly Library on Tuesday, December 6, 2016 from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in the McCandless 

Room.  Guest speaker Leslie Burger will discuss long range and capital planning. 
 

The Library 2016 Holiday Party will be held at the Library on Wednesday, December 14, 2016. 

 

Report from the Mayor’s Alternate 

Paul Stefanowicz stated that he is honored to have been chosen by Mayor Rustin to act as his 

alternate on the Tenafly Library Board of Trustees and is looking forward to working with the 

Board and Library personnel.  
 

Report from the Superintendent’s Alternate 

David DiGregorio discussed programs taking place at Tenafly High School.  Currently there is 

an exhibit in the Media Center “Seeing Art in Science” on loan from the German Center for 

Research and Innovation located in New York City.  On October 25, 2016 at 7:00 p.m., Dr. Ann 

Gordon will deliver a lecture “What’s Equality Got to Do with It?  Elizabeth Cady Stanton 

Takes on the Election.”  On November 20
th

, the Harlem Wizards basketball team vs Tenafly 

teachers and principals will play at the THS gym to raise funds for creative programming and 

equipment at the schools. 
 

Citizen’s Portion of the Meeting 

None 
 

Any Other Business 

None 
 

Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. to go into closed session to discuss a personnel issue.  

Moved by:  Patrick Rouse.  Seconded by:  Kathleen Cook.  Unanimously accepted. 

 

The Board returned to open session at 8:15 p.m. 

The Board discussed proposed raises for Sunday Staff and Weekday/Saturday Substitutes for 

2016 and 2017.  A motion was made to approve the raises.  Moved by:  Martin Gilbert.  

Seconded by:  Patrick Rouse.  Unanimously accepted. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m.    Moved by Martin Gilbert.  Seconded by Arthur Peck.  

Unanimously accepted. 
 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

 

Soon Juhng 

Secretary/Treasurer 

The next regular meeting of the Library Board of Trustees will be on Monday, November 14, 

2016. 

APPROVED:  November 14, 2016   


