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TENAFLY BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

REGULAR PUBLIC MEETING 
7:30 P.M. January 4, 2010 

 MINUTES 
ROLL CALL 
 
Present: Mr. Brensilber (arr 7:55PM.), Mrs. Crook., Mr. Fox, Mrs. Gilbert, Mr. Grossman, 

Mr. Kominsky, Mrs. Kon Gursky, Mr. Lorenzo  
Absent:  None.    
Also present: Mr. Ritvo, Mr. Mottola.   
 
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT 

Chairman Lorenzo read the Open Public Meetings Act Statement: “In compliance with the 
Open Public Meetings Act P.L. 1975, chapter 231, the notice requirements have been satisfied.  
Notice for this meeting date was published in the Press Journal on December 24, 2009, published in 
The Record on January 6, 2010 and posted on the bulletin board in the lobby of the Municipal 
Center.”   
 
REORGANIZATION: 
 
SWEAR IN RE-APPOINTED/NEW MEMBERS:     
 New member Timothy Farrell was sworn in by Mr. Ritvo, and welcomed as 2nd Alternate to 
the Board.   
 
 Ellen Kon Gursky, Jon Fox (Regular member) and Adam Kominsky (1st Alternate) were re 
appointed and sworn in by Mr. Ritvo.  
 
APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS FOR 2010:- 
CHAIR:   

Ms. Gilbert nominated Mr. Lorenzo second by Mrs. Kon Gursky. There being no further 
nominations, the nominations were closed.   

 
All members on a roll call vote were in favor Mr. Lorenzo was accepted as Chair.  

 
VICE CHAIR: 

Mr. Fox nominated Mrs. Kosloff Cahn, second by Mrs. Crook.  There being no further 
nominations, the nominations were closed.  
 

All members on a roll call vote Mrs. Kosloff Cahn was accepted as Vice-Chair.    
 
BOARD ATTORNEY: 
 Mr. Lorenzo nominated Mr. Ritvo second by Mrs. Kon Gursky.   All members on a roll call 
vote Mr. Ritvo was accepted as Board Attorney.  
  
BOARD SECRETARY:   
 Mrs. Kon Gursky nominated Ms. Graham second by Ms. Gilbert.  All members on a roll call 
vote Ms. Graham was accepted as Board Secretary.  
 
 
SECOND VICE CHAIR: 
 Mr. Lorenzo nominated Mr. Brensilber second by Ms. Gilbert.  There being no further 
nominations the nominations were closed.   
 



Minutes approved: 2-1-2010 

 - 2 - 

All members on a roll call vote accepted Mr. Brensilber as second Vice-Chair.  
 
BY LAWS: 
 Motion by Ms. Gilbert second by Mr. Grossman to accept the By-Laws for the year 2010.  
All members on a roll call vote were in favor, the By-Laws were adopted for the current year.  
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
1. Planning Board meeting dates for 2010.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

Motion by Mr. Fox second by Mr. Grossman to accept the minutes of December 7, 2009.  All 
members on a voice vote were in favor.   
 
MOTIONS FOR ADJOURNMENT – there were none.   
  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
Resolutions to be memorialized: 
 
Approved: Seeman, 156 Sunset La – 204/1. 

Front yard setback on Clarke Pl for A/C unit & patio.  ZB2009-28 
 
Approved: Clinton Auto Services, 343 Tenafly Rd – 1008/4. 

Use, Site Plan.  ZB2009-20. 
 
Denied:  26 Highwood Ave – 1006/14 

Interpretation.  ZB2009-33. 
 
 Motion by Mr. Fox second by Mr. Grossman to memorialize the resolutions.  All members on 
a voice vote were in favor, the resolutions were memorialized.     
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Tanne, 12 Knoll Rd – 1404/27 
Front yard coverage by driveway.  ZB2010-01  (Rec’d 12/18/09,  decision by 4/17/10.) 
 
 Mr. Kominsky recused himself from hearing the application, and left the dais.  
 
 Present were the homeowners Tal and Guy Tanne, and Wellington Gomes of SJ Paving, all 
were sworn in by Mr. Ritvo and advised to speak one at a time.   
 
 Mr. Tanne said the property is a flag lot and there is also an easement for the driveway.   
 
Exhibits: Azzolina and Feury plan shaded A-1, and attached to it the approved plan A-1A; these were 
marked into evidence by Mr. Ritvo.   
 
 Mr. Tanne said the problem is that on the approved plan once a vehicle is in the garage, there 
is nowhere to turn around and exit the driveway face first, which means backing out for about 120’ 
onto Knoll Road, which presents a safety issue, especially if the neighbors at #10 are coming into or 
out of their driveway.  Mr. Tanne explained the different shaded areas on the Site Plan.  
 Mr. Fox asked how many square feet are allowed by ordinance.  
 
 Mr. Tanne said about 2,600SF.   
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Mr. Gomes said a benefit would be safety, and prevent the homeowner from backing out to 
Knoll Road; the island would bring in some green area and there would be about 13FT for turning or 
doing a K-turn out of the garage; both sides of the driveway would be grassed and the length of the 
driveway he felt most of it would not be seen as the house is set back; he did not feel there would be 
any drainage issues as more seepage pits have been installed than the Engineer required.  He 
confirmed that plan A-1 does not show all seepage pits on the property.    

 
Mr. Brensilber arrived 7:55PM.   
 
Mr. Gomes explained that not all information is shown on the exhibit as it had been suggested 

that the applicant change engineers to expedite this application and get a clearer view of the driveway 
and what is being requested.  

 
There was some discussion on the seepage pits and their location, and Mrs. Tanne confirmed 

the Engineer had reviewed the plan and seepage pits.  
 
Mr. Mottola confirmed for Mrs. Crook that area C is included in the front yard and explained 

the heavy dashed line is the front yard, and areas A, B and C are included; and with two people using 
the driveway there is more of the area covered.   
 
 Mr. Fox confirmed the house is new construction and wondered why this driveway problem 
had not been addressed earlier.  
 
 Mr. Gomes said he came late into the project and did not realize the turn around problems; he 
felt that once a new engineer was found the problem would be easier to visualize.    
 
 Ms. Gilbert asked given the fact that a variance runs with the land, is there any way this 
proposed driveway could be smaller.  
 
 Mr. Gomes said they could possibly make a k-turn in front of the house, but it would be tight 
and difficult to achieve.  
 
 Mr. Mottola said that is a possible solution, but a k-turn lane at the side of the garage would 
require a side yard setback variance which would also encroach on the neighbors property; the 
proposed driveway in area B is 16FT wide, and felt if two vehicles were on the driveway it would be 
tight passing, or make it one-way and someone would have to wait on Knoll Road.   
 
 Mr. Grossman asked about the planter and why it is there, adding he felt it would be difficult 
negotiating the planter.  
 
 Mr. Gomes said he incorporated the planter to add some green as the owners did not want the 
front yard to look like a parking lot; he felt there would be no problem in negotiating the turn.   
 
 There were no questions or comments from the public.  
 
 Mr. Tanne gave a summary of the application.   
 
 Motion by Mr. Grossman second by Mrs. Kon Gursky to go into deliberative session.  All 
members were in favor.  
 
 Mrs. Crook said she felt there was no choice a turn around area is needed, adding that area is 
dangerous with traffic coming from all directions, and just from a safety issue the variance should be 
granted.  
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 Mr. Fox said he felt the words safety and convenience are sometimes inter-changeable, and in 
this case he feels this is one of convenience; he felt there is enough space to back into the garage; the 
driveway is largely hidden from the street; but to have the applicant change the dimensions of the 
driveway would serve little purpose and diminish the aesthetics of a largely lovely house.  
 
 Ms. Gilbert said approving things after the fact infuriates her; she agreed with Mr. Fox; and 
would be inclined to approve it.  
 
 Mrs. Kon Gursky said she does not see any alternative, disagreed with the easement argument 
and felt without the easement, the situation would be no different; but there is a safety issue this is a 
difficult situation, but would be in favor.  
 
 Mr. Grossman said there would be more impervious surface and water would hit the roads, 
add to brooks and felt even though some will be caught in drains, there will be added water which is a 
problem in Tenafly, and felt there were other ways to handle the excess water. 
 
 Mr. Farrell said he felt the circle was non practical and a k-turn would work as well, and felt 
this should have been worked out at the start.  
 
 Motion by Mrs. Crook second by Ms. Gilbert to approve the variance request as-is.  
 
Roll Call Vote: 
In favor: Mrs. Crook, Ms. Gilbert, Mr. Fox, Mrs. Kon Gursky, Chair Lorenzo.  
Opposed: Mr. Farrell, Mr. Grossman.  
Driveway coverage variance approved 5-2.  
 
Mr. Kominsky returned to the dais.  
 
CLOSED SESSION: 
At 8:25PM Board Attorney Ritvo read the following resolution: 
  

Motion by Mrs. Kosloff Cahn second by Mr. Grossman to go into closed session.  All 
members on a voice vote were in favor.   
 
 RESOLVED that in accordance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 the Zoning Board will go into Closed 
Session for the purpose of discussing on going Rodsan litigation.  
 

Minutes will be taken of the meeting and as to the closed session and released to the public at 
the time the matter is resolved.    
 
 Motion by Ms. Gilbert second by Mr. Grossman to close the closed session and return to 
public session.  All members voted in favor.  The Zoning Board returned to open session at 8:40PM.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 Motion by Mrs. Kon Gursky second by Ms. Gilbert to adjourn the meeting.  All members 
voted in favor the meeting was adjourned at 8:40PM.   
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
Lindsay Graham 
Board Secretary 


