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RE-ORGANIZATION MEETING OF THE 

TENAFLY PLANNING BOARD 

January 11, 2012 
 

Chairperson Wilmit called the meeting to order at 8:00 p.m. 

 

The announcement was made regarding compliance with the Sunshine Law. 

 

OATHS OF OFFICE 

 

Planning Board Attorney Jeffrey Zenn administered the Oath of Office to Mayor Peter Rustin. 

 

Mayor Peter Rustin administered the Oath of Office to the following Planning Board members 

into their respective positions: 

 

Kevin Tremble   Member of the Planning Board 

Eugene Marcantonio   Member of the Planning Board 

John Kim    Member of the Planning Board 

Ted Kagy    1
st
 Alternate Member of the Planning Board 

Sheryl Gaines    2
nd

 Alternate Member of Planning Board   

 

Councilman Jon Warms, Council member, Class III, of the Planning Board, will be sworn in at 

the next meeting. 

   

The secretary was asked to call the roll: 

 

Voting members present: Mayor Rustin    Mary Beth Wilmit  

    Kevin Tremble   Gus Allen   

    Jeffrey Toonkel   Marc Harrison 

    Eugene Marcantonio   John Kim 

    Ted Kagy    Sheryl Gaines 

 

Voting members absent: Councilman Jon Warms 

 

Others present:  Jeffrey Zenn, Esq. 

Dee Lorberbaum, MLUL Officer 

 

Mayor Rustin addressed the board and thanked all board members for their willingness to serve 

the community.  He complimented the board’s team of professionals—Messrs. Zenn, Hals and 

Burgis.  He also spoke very highly of Mrs. Lorberbaum and Mrs. Nicolosi with their combined 

knowledge of land use law and planning board matters.  He urged the new members to afford 

themselves of speaking with anyone should they have questions or concerns.   

 

Mr. Zenn briefly spoke to the new members to explain abstentions and conflict of interest.  He 

will be circulating a letter shortly with pertinent information for all board members regarding the 

Open Public Meetings Act as well as other matters. 
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A motion was made by Mayor Rustin and seconded by Mr. Allen to go into Closed Session to 

discuss personnel and anticipated litigation. 

 

The Board returned to the public hearing. 

 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR 2012 

 

Nominations for Chairman: 

A motion was made by Mr. Toonkel and seconded by Mr. Allen to nominate Mrs. Mary Beth 

Wilmit as Chairperson of the Planning Board. The nominations were closed.  A voice vote 

carried the motion unanimously. Mrs. Wilmit is the Chairperson of the 2012 Tenafly Planning 

Board. 

 

Nominations for Vice Chairman: 

A motion was made by Mr. Marcantonio and seconded by Mr. Toonkel to nominate Mr. Gus 

Allen as Vice Chairman of the Planning Board.  The nominations were closed.  A voice vote 

carried unanimously.  Mr. Allen is the Vice Chairman of the 2012 Tenafly Planning Board. 

 

APPOINTMENTS:  Board Attorney, Secretary, Planner & Engineer 

 

Planning Board Attorney: 

A motion was made by Mr. Tremble seconded by Mr. Allen to approve the resolution to appoint 

the law firm of Sokol, Behot & Fiorenzo, specifically Jeffrey Zenn, Esq., as Attorney to the 

Planning Board.  A voice vote carried the motion unanimously.  Jeffrey Zenn is the attorney for 

the Tenafly Planning Board for the calendar year 2012.   

 

A motion was made by Mr. Allen and seconded by Mr. Tremble to approve the Professional 

Service Contract for Mr. Zenn.  A voice vote carried the motion.  All voted in favor; none were 

opposed. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Allen and seconded by Mr. Harrison to approve the resolution of 

award through a non-competitive process for the Board Attorney.  A voice vote carried the 

motion.  All voted in favor; none were opposed. 

 

Planner: 

A motion was made by Mr. Harrison seconded by Mr. Allen to approve the resolution to appoint 

Burgis Associates, Inc., specifically Joseph H. Burgis, PP, AICP, as Planner to the Planning 

Board.  A voice vote carried the motion unanimously.  Joseph Burgis is the planner for the 

Tenafly Planning Board for the calendar year 2012.   
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A motion was made by Mr. Harrison and seconded by Mr. Marcantonio to approve the 

Professional Service Contract for Mr. Burgis.  A voice vote carried the motion.  All voted in 

favor; none were opposed. 

 

A motion was made by Mayor Rustin and seconded by Mr. Allen to approve the resolution of 

award through a non-competitive process for the Board Planner.  A voice vote carried the 

motion.  All voted in favor; none were opposed. 

 

Engineer: 

A motion was made by Mr. Allen seconded by Mr. Tremble to table the resolution to appoint an 

Engineer to the Planning Board.  A voice vote carried the motion unanimously.   

 

Planning Board Secretary: 

A motion was made by Mr. Tremble and seconded by Mr. Toonkel to appoint Mrs. Valerie 

Nicolosi as Secretary to the Planning Board for the calendar year 2012.  The nominations were 

closed. A voice vote carried the motion unanimously.  Mrs. Valerie Nicolosi is the Secretary to 

the Planning Board for 2012.   
 

Mrs. Wilmit reviewed the various Planning Board committees.  Board members should give 

some thought as to what committees they wish to serve on for the coming year.  This will be 

discussed at the next meeting. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Marcantonio and seconded by Mr. Tremble to approve the 

Resolution of Approval for Toast Bagel & Deli, Block 1003, Lot 5, 35 Riveredge Road.  The roll 

was called and the motion carried.  Voting YES:  Mrs. Wilmit, Mr. Tremble, Mr. Toonkel, Mr. 

Harrison, Mr. Marcantonio, Mr. Kim and Mayor Rustin.  

 

Packets will be going out this Friday with the following documents:  Periodic Reexamination 

Report of the Master Plan, Historic Preservation Element Reformat, Designation of 170 Thatcher 

Road as an Historic Site, Amendment of the Open Space and Recreation Element of the Master 

Plan to include 425 Hudson Avenue.  Board members are asked to review all documents and 

submit any comments to Mrs. Lorberbaum prior to January 20, 2012. 

 

There was some discussion on the application for Tenafly Car Wash.  This applicant is not in 

compliance with the site plan for the parking lot specified in the memorializing resolution.  This 

applicant must come before the board to request an amendment to the resolution or comply with 

its stipulations.  The applicant will be asked to appear at the January 25, 2012, meeting.   

 

Two matters will be placed on the agenda for the next full work session in February--Ordinance 

No. 08-20 regarding one and two family residential zones and Schedule A-Schedule of Permitted 

Uses.  These matters will be up for discussion and recommendations from the Planning Board to 

the Mayor & Council may be made.    
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The DEIS Report was discussed.  Mr. Allen had prepared a letter from the Planning Board to be 

presented to the Transportation Committee, which will in turn be presented to NJ Transit at its 

meeting in Tenafly at the Clinton Inn on January 24
th

.  Board members received this via email.  

A motion was made by Mr. Harrison and seconded by Mr. Toonkel that Mr. Allen present the 

letter to the Transportation Committee on behalf of the Tenafly Planning Board. 

 

It was noted that there was an error on the Annual Report presented to the Mayor & Council.   

On the 2011 Planning Board Applications schedule attachment, the last item for the Major Soil 

Movement application should reflect a date of January 25, 2012.   

 

A motion was made by Mr. Marcantonio and seconded by Mr. Harrison to adjourn the meeting at 

9:45 p.m.  A voice vote carried the motion.  All voted in favor; none were opposed. 

 

     Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

     Valerie B. Nicolosi 

     Planning Board Secretary 

 

 

  


