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 REGULAR PUBLIC MEETING OF THE 

TENAFLY PLANNING BOARD 

October 23, 2013 
 

Chairperson Wilmit called the meeting to order at 8:00 p.m. 

 

The announcement was made regarding compliance with the Sunshine Law. 

  

The secretary was asked to call the roll: 

 

Voting members present: Mayor Peter Rustin   Councilman Jon Warms 

Mary Beth Wilmit   Eugene Marcantonio  

Jeffrey Toonkel   John Kim   

Marc Harrison    Ted Kagy   

Sheryl Gaines   

 

Voting members absent: Gus Allen    Kevin Tremble 

 

Others present:  Jeffrey Zenn, Esq. 

     

A motion was made by Mr. Marcantonio and seconded by Mr. Kagy to approve the minutes of 

the Regular Public Meeting of September 25, 2013.  A voice vote carried the motion.  All voted 

in favor; none were opposed. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Kagy and seconded by Mrs. Gaines to approve Resolution of 

Approval for PB#1-13-12, Applicant:  Tenafly League for Soccer and Youth, Inc., Block 1102, 

Lot 23 (Northwest corner of Riveredge and Tenafly Roads).  The roll was called and the motion 

carried.  Voting YES:  Mrs. Wilmit, Mr. Marcantonio, Mr. Kim, Mr. Kagy, Mrs. Gaines, 

Councilman Warms and Mayor Rustin.  Mr. Zenn advised that it is not necessary to publish the 

Notice of Decision for Site Plan Waivers. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

A letter was received from Matthew Capizzi, Esq. regarding PB#1-13-09, Ji S. Lee, Block 1006, 

Lot 4, 26-28 Highwood Avenue/53 County Road.  Mr. Capizzi is requesting that the board 

accept his applicant’s request to withdraw the application without prejudice.  A motion was 

made by Mr. Marcantonio and seconded by Mr. Kim to approve this request.  A voice vote 

carried the motion.  All voted in favor; none were opposed.  Mrs. Nicolosi will return any escrow 

monies after all invoices have been paid on this application. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Mayor Rustin noted that the Mayor & Council agreed last evening that the Borough will pay for 

a portion of the total cost of the lights at Geissinger Field from the Borough’s Open Space Trust 

Fund. The Board of Education will fund the remainder of the purchase.  There is opposition to 

the Borough using Open Space monies for the lighting at Geissinger Field. Mayor Rustin 

explained that the Borough is using that fund in an appropriate manner.  He noted that he will be 

writing a letter to the Editor of The Record in response to its Editorial that the Borough should 

not use Open Space Funding for the lights.  It was also brought up that the Mayor & Council 

approved covering the cost of the lighting at the new soccer facility using the same Open Space 

Trust Fund monies. 
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The Mayor & Council unanimously approved Ordinances #13-20 & #13-21 covering permitted 

uses with changes and the publication of decision and technical review changes.  Mrs. Gaines 

and Mr. Allen were commended for their tireless efforts in bringing these ordinances to the 

Mayor & Council.   

 

Mayor Rustin advised the board that there was a Transportation Committee Meeting with 

representatives of NJ Transit to discuss bus service in Tenafly.  The meeting went well; however, 

Tenafly officials voiced concern regarding the bus routes through the borough as well as the 

number of unregulated, smaller shuttles traveling our roads. 

 

The BID budget has been approved by the Mayor & Council.   The Board of Directors is still 

trying to organize a meeting with the property owner of the triangular piece of property at the 

intersection of Highwood Avenue and County Road. 

 

Mr. Mark Feldman, a resident of Tenafly, inquired as to the COAH implications to the Borough 

regarding the Mackay property on Knickerbocker Road, which is available for sale.  Mrs. Wilmit 

commented that the board cannot speculate on matters such as this at this time.  She noted that 

the Planning Board has retained an attorney who specializes in COAH matters.  The Planning 

Board will most likely prepare a new Housing Plan in the future.  Mr. Feldman commented that 

the Environmental Commission would like the Mayor & Council to set up a process to analyze 

Borough properties which may be available and set up guidelines for the purchase of said 

properties.   

 

A motion was made by Mr. Kagy and seconded by Mr. Harrison to move into a Closed Session 

to discuss pending legal matters.  A voice vote carried the motion.  All voted in favor; none were 

opposed. 

 

The Board returned to the Public meeting.  

 

There was some discussion about the rumored sale of the Friendly’s restaurant and a parking 

agreement that was in place for years, which will not be valid if the sale goes through.  It was 

noted that due to the passage of the most recent ordinance, there are no parking requirements for 

restaurants.   

 

A motion was made by Mrs. Gaines and seconded by Mr. Kim to adjourn the meeting at 9:05 

p.m.  A voice vote carried the motion.  All voted in favor; none were opposed. 

     

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Valerie B. Nicolosi 

Planning Board Secretary 

 


