
Borough of Tenafly 
SPECIAL JOINT MEETING OF THE  

MAYOR AND COUNCIL & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

MINUTES 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 5, 2012 

At 8:02  p.m. Mayor Rustin read the Open Public Meetings Act Statement: “In compliance with the Open Public 
Meetings Act P.L. 1975, chapter 231, the notice requirements have been satisfied. Meeting dates for the year are 
listed in the Annual Agenda; copies are sent to the Record, Suburbanite, and Northern Valley News and posted 
on the bulletin board in the lobby of the Municipal Center. Notice of this special meeting by the December 29th 
Sunshine Notice has been sent to the Record, Suburbanite, and Northern Valley New and posed on the bulletin 
board in the lobby of the Municipal Center.” 
 

PRESENT:  Transportation Committee Members Michael Bishop, Chief Michael Bruno, 
   Councilman Barry Honig, Michael Lattif, Joseph McDermott, Mayor Peter  
   Rustin, Howard Seiden, Councilman Mark Zinna 

ALSO PRESENT: Norman Dorf, Chairman of Tenafly BID  
   Dave Hopkin, Chairman of Englewood Traffic Advisory Board 
   Phyllis Kesslen, President of Tenafly Board of Education  
   Nadia LaMastra, Councilwoman  
   Leonia’s Mayor’s Advisory Committee on Transportation Members Ingrid  
   Brennan, Carlos DeSantis, and Chris Terzini 
   Jewel Thomspon-Chin,  Borough Administrator 
   Lynn Traeger, Superintendent Tenafly Public Schools 
   Jon Warms, Councilman 

Introduction 

Mayor Rustin advised that the DEIS has been released and there is a 45-day period in which to respond. He 
explained that this meeting is an information gathering session from the various groups that make up Tenafly’s 
community and may be impacted should the Light Rail come into Tenafly.  He stated that a resident had asked 
whether everyone on the Transportation Committee is opposed to the Light Rail and he advised that the 
committee is comprised of a number of transportation experts, most of whom are not an opponent to the project, 
but opponents to what NJ Transit has put before Tenafly without acknowledging the Borough’s input or 
concerns. Mr. Seiden urged everyone to read the DEIS and advised that he would be happy to answer any 
questions that residents may have. 

Review of Draft Minutes 

Motion by Mr. Lattif, second by Mr. Seiden, and all voting in favor, BE IT RESOLVED that the Minutes of the 
December 20, 2011 Transportation Committee Meeting are hereby approved. 

Review of Comments from the HPC 

Mr. Seiden advised that an email was received from the Historic Preservation Commission. Mr. Lattif remarked 
that Kevin Tremble, former HPC member, had previously submitted a more comprehensive document and asked 
that that document be available for reference. Mr. McDermott suggested that letters that had been submitted to 
NJ Transit by the Environmental Commission, Chief Bruno, and Historic Preservation be available for 
electronic access as a link on the Transportation Committee’s website. Mark Gordon advised that Mr. Tremble’s 
letter is included in the appendices in the correspondence section of the DEIS. Mayor Rustin questioned whether 
there was ever a response to Mr. Tremble’s letter. Mr. McDermott advised that there was a response to one of 
the points in Mr. Tremble’s letter pertaining to extending historic zone upgrades and asked that Mr. Gordon to 
provide more detail. Mr. Gordon explained that contained in the appendices of the DEIS, there was an earlier 
request to consider store fronts adjacent to railroad tracks as being part of the historic district. NJ Transit 
forwarded this request to the State Historic Preservation Office. HPO advised that the facades had been 
modified and if they were to be considered a historic district, the facades would need to be returned to their 
normal condition. Mr. Gordon commented that the BID may want to consider taking on such a project. 

Review of Public Hearing Testimony Outline 

Based upon discussions in previous meetings, Mr. Gordon advised that he has prepared a draft outline of 
Borough’s potential testimony. He then reviewed said outline with the committee. He expressed his opinion that 



bifurcate should be the key word in those communications and the key points should be that Tenafly opposes the 
configuration as it makes dramatic changes to operations and has the most significant impact on Tenafly. As 
there is still the possibility that the line can be built despite a strong presentation and mention of legal action, he 
stressed the importance of listing what Tenafly would need NJ Transit to provide in order to minimize the 
impact.  

Chief Bruno commented that now that the DEIS has been released, it is obvious that everything NJ Transit 
promised would be answered in the DEIS, has not been addressed. He further stated that the Borough can now 
address NJ Transit with the specifics in their plans and use their own wording to show the impact on Tenafly. 
He expressed his opinion that mitigations cannot be provided without any factual information to use. He pointed 
out that the mitigations offered by NJ Transit will provide two intersections that will have failure rates. He 
expressed his belief that Tenafly’s statement needs to be stronger in language to state the facts that are behind 
Tenafly’s opposition. 

Mayor Rustin suggested copying this response to the FTA, Congress, and Senators. He also stressed the 
importance of mobilizing the community.  

Mr. Lattif questioned whether it would be in Tenafly’s best interest to seek legal advice and have an initial 
consult as there may legal issues that can play to Tenafly’s benefit.  

Mr. McDermott thanked Mr. Gordon for his outline, but expressed his belief that the response needs to put the 
focus on the safety of children, lack of operational support to deal with the impact of the proposed plan, and the 
loss of tax base and jobs with the land takeover. He stated that the water quality issue is worth noting as there is 
the development of land near Tenakill. 

Mr. Bishop pointed out that the cost for the Light Rail is very high and the line will only serve approximately 
3% of residents. Mr. Gordon questioned whether he should include looking at proposed cost effectiveness of this 
project. There did not seem to be a consensus to include this information. 

Mr. Gordon responded to Mr. Lattif’s comments and advised that C. Honig had asked for a list of environmental 
lawyers. He stated that he would have said list next week. C. Honig expressed his opinion that in addition to 
Congress, there should be a strong lobbying effort in the southern part of state as they have a vested interest in 
the budgetary process. He asked that there be a discussion at the next work session about public relations, legal 
issues, and lobbying efforts. He asked that Mr. Gordon provide the names of environmental lawyers by Monday 
or Tuesday. 

Discussion of Interaction with Impacted Communities & Boards & Committees within Tenafly 

Ingrid Brennan, member of Leonia’s Mayor’s Advisory Committee on Transportation, advised that their 
committee will have its first meeting tomorrow and a town-wide meeting next week. She stated that Leonia has 
also hired Mark Gordon, passed resolutions, and conducted a town-wide survey. She advised that NJ Transit 
was somewhat responsive to Leonia’s concerns and reviewed some additional concerns that the committee plans 
to address with NJ Transit. She expressed Leonia’s interest in quiet zones as they are not one of the 11 quiet 
zones that have been identified.  

Mayor Rustin advised that one of the reasons for extending an invitation to other municipalities is because 
Tenafly is looking for cooperation on quiet zones. He commented that a common application by all 
municipalities would carry a lot more weight in process.  

Mr. Seiden agreed that quiet zones are very important and remarked that at the last meeting, C. Honig raised a 
great point about looking into ADA issues and pushing for a low, audible tone to warn those who are visually-
impaired. He expressed his hope that Tenafly can take the lead in getting other towns involved in the mitigation 
issue for quiet zones. C. Honig added that having a warning sound and flashing lights would also be relevant for 
kids who are texting or listening to music.  

Chris Terzini, member of Leonia’s Mayor’s Advisory Committee on Transportation, advised that he had worked 
on this project 22 years ago and the commuting patterns within New Jersey are no longer geared towards 
Manhattan.  He commented that there is the need for solutions to improve people’s ability to travel within state 
and this rail line will help to do so.  

Chief Bruno remarked that there is also a homeland security aspect that needs to be considered. He advised that 
the Chief of NJ Transit had given a presentation about the increased threat to rail which is becoming the 
preferred threat base for both domestic and international terrorists. He advised that a package left on a platform 
can tie up emergency services for hours. Chief Bruno is to provide a copy of this presentation. 

C. LaMastra stated that she is attending this meeting as Council Liaison to the BID. She advised that this 
evening is the first time that the BID will be seeing the impact of the Light Rail on the downtown and the BID is 



concerned specifically with the impact that it would have on the economy of the downtown. Mr. Lattif and Chief 
Bruno volunteered to attend the next BID meeting to provide more insight into the effects of the Light Rail on 
the downtown. Norman Dorf, President of the BID, questioned the precedent as far as other communities who 
fought to stop some form of public transportation and he was advised that they were unsuccessful. 

Phyllis Kesslen advised that the Board of Education will prepare a statement. Lynn Traeger, Superintendent of 
Tenafly Public Schools, advised that there will be an HSA meeting next week and this group plans to be very 
active but would like to know how they fit into the process. Mayor Rustin responded that a Transportation 
Committee representative will attend that meeting to bring the group up-to-date and answer questions. 

C. Warms questioned whether the County has been involved and whether they have committed to quiet zones. 
Mayor Rustin advised that he had spoken with Kathy Donovan and she is aware of Tenafly’s opposition. He 
expressed his opinion that all of the freeholders should be part of Tenafly’s target group.  

Public Comment 

Bruce Baker, 1 Byrne Lane, explained that he is representing the group that worked to have residents vote 
against the Light Rail referendum question that had been placed on the November 2010 ballot. He questioned 
whether this group can speak at the public hearing to express the residents’ opposition. He was told that anyone 
can speak, but the Transportation Committee decided to provide guidance to the various groups so that there will 
be one unified message communicated to NJ Transit. The committee also decided to form a subcommittee to 
work on a presentation to make to the governing body. 

Kevin Pierce, Norman Place, expressed his opinion that the Light Rail issue is more regional in nature than 
local, but believes that Tenafly can have a say about how the Light Rail comes into the Borough. As points 
further north are noted in long-term plan, he suggested that Tenafly may want to be first step in next phase.  

C. LaMastra questioned how one goes about registering to speak at the public hearing. Mark Gordon advised 
that he would contact NJ Transit to work out a process. Mayor Rustin added that they will put out a list of 
instructions and suggestions on how to go about registering to speak. 

Carl Zipperle, Hillside Avenue, questioned whether the committee is spending enough energy on requesting 
mitigation for issues.  

Gus Allen, 76 Forest Road, suggested using various media such as the internet and school broadcast station to 
put the message out to residents about the public hearing. 

Whitney Keen, 64 Oak Avenue, expressed her support for the Light Rail. She does not believe that it will 
bifurcate the town. She advised that there is an electrical device that can be given to emergency services that can 
stop the Light Rail should there be an emergency. She also expressed her opinion that the train will not run 
every 12 minutes, but will only run as much as is economically viable. 

Johanne Gambrill, Ravine Road, stated that she has always been concerned about the statistics provided in the 
report, especially the numbers provided in the ridership model.  She disagreed with NJ Transit’s description of 
Tenakill Swimclub and Huyler Park’s noise sensitivity as she feels it is inaccurate. 

Richie White, 20 Hodskin Place, questioned whether the same line would be used as when train service used to 
run up Dean Drive and Tenafly was the terminus.  

Next Steps & Action Items/Date & Time of Next Meeting 

Mark Gordon stated that there has been valuable input and advised that there will be a Mayor and Council 
Meeting on January 10th and January 17th. He expressed his intention to have an expanded version of the draft 
testimony on January 17th and expressed his opinion that the committee needs to devise a strategy for the 
hearings. He suggested having another meeting on January 12th at 8:00 p.m. and the committee agreed. The 
committee decided to place on the agenda a ten-minute time slot for each group to present their comments. As 
the Board of Education cannot attend said meeting, they will prepare a written document to be reviewed by the 
Transportation Committee. Mr. Gordon pointed out that this meeting can be an opportunity to coordinate a 
consensus statement among the different groups. Mayor Rustin suggested that part of the agenda be devoted to 
deciding the best means of communication with the HSA parents, whether it is through the Honeywell System 
or Channel 77.  

ADJOURNMENT: 

As there was no further business to come before the Transportation Committee, on a motion by Mayor Rustin, 
second by Mr. McDermott, and unanimously carried, to adjourn this meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 
10:13 p.m. 


