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Borough of Tenafly 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES 
 

TUESDAY, APRIL 27, 2010 
 

PRESENT:   Mayor Peter Rustin and Council members Anthony Barzelatto, 
Nadia LaMastra, Michael Lattif, Joseph McDermott, Patrick J. 
Rouse, and Jon Warms 

 
ABSENT:       None 
 

  ALSO  
  PRESENT:   Borough Administrator Jewel Thompson-Chin 

Borough Attorney William R. McClure 
 

Mayor Rustin read the Open Public Meetings Act Statement: “In compliance with the Open 
Public Meetings Act P.L. 1975, chapter 231, the notice requirements have been satisfied. 
Meeting dates for the year are listed in the Annual Agenda; copies are sent to the Press Journal, 
Record, Suburbanite, Northern Valley News and posted on the bulletin board in the lobby of the 
Municipal Center.” 
 
The Salute to the Flag was led by Mayor Peter Rustin. 
 
REVISIONS TO THE AGENDA: Borough Attorney McClure advised that Resolution #R10-159 
to amend the temporary budget had been added to the Consent Agenda. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  
1. Jeffrey Thompson, 41 Lawrence Parkway, Tenafly, referencing a property he owns at 
167 Highwood Avenue, Tenafly, said he felt he was being harassed by the code enforcement 
officer for the citations he has received regarding snow removal from the sidewalk and several 
other code violations.    The Borough Administrator will investigate the issue raised by Mr. 
Thompson. 
 
2. Mark Feldman, 133 Lylewood Drive, Tenafly, stated that he was disturbed that 
discussion on the 2010 budget has stopped, and that more public disclosure is needed, and he 
urged continuing the discussions to get the budget as low as possible. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
A. School of Rock   Re: request/temporary use of right-of-way 
 On a motion from Councilman Rouse, second by Councilman Warms, and all present 
voting in favor, permission was granted to permit hot dog and lemonade stands on Jay Street and 
County Road for the Grand Opening event of this business on May 1 from 11 am to 4 pm. 
  
B. Chamber of Commerce  Re: requests/May 2 street fair   

On a motion from Councilman McDermott, second by Councilman Warms, and all 
present voting in favor, permission was granted for the display of a banner across Washington 
Street advertising the May 2 Street Fair, to be installed by the Public Works Department, and for 
the sound system to be attached to the Borough electrical connections on the downtown light 
poles for the duration of the event. 

 
C. NJ DEP   Re: $23,365.74 Clean Communities Grant Award 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
A. #R10-152/Approve Refund/Soil Removing Escrow/54 Central Ave. 
B. #R10-153/Approve LOSAP certification by Tenafly Volunteer Fire Department 
C. #R10-154/Approve 2010 Contract/Fireworks Display/Garden State Fireworks 
D. #R10-155/Approve maintenance agreement for enhanced 9-1-1 equipment 
E. #R10-156/Oppose Senate Bill S458/elimination of municipal tax assessment 
 and collection services for consolidation at the county level. 
F. #R10-157/Approve participation in Local Government Energy Audit Program 
G. #R10-159/Approve Amendment to Temporary Budget  
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 Motion by Councilman Rouse, second by Councilman Warms, that the Consent Agenda 
be approved. 
 
On a roll call, the vote on the Consent Agenda was recorded as follows: 
 

Councilman Barzelatto: aye Councilman McDermott: aye 
Councilwoman LaMastra: aye Councilman Rouse: aye 
Councilman Lattif:  aye    Councilman Warms:            aye 

 
All members present voting in favor, the Consent Agenda was approved.  
 
8:45 P.M. – PUBLIC HEARINGS - None 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Councilman Barzelatto  Fire Department responded to 170 calls and four mutual aid 
     calls.   
 
Councilman Warms   Chamber of Commerce Street Fair is Sunday, May 2. 
 
Councilman McDermott  Environmental Commission: The Green Team is working  
     toward accumulating 150 points for certification under  
     Sustainable Jersey.  It is vital that the schools be involved  
     and he reported that the Nature Center is involved through  
     the efforts of Director Jennifer Kleinbaum. 
 
Councilman Rouse   TVAC had 94 calls, and three out of town calls.  He noted  
     there was storm damage to one of the TVAC vehicles. 
 
     Police Departmentt reported there have been 183 motor  
     vehicle accidents in Tenafly since January 1, and over 1500  
     summonses have been issued.  New State law requires  
     vehicles to stop for pedestrians in a crosswalk. 
 
Councilman Lattif   Senior Center Board of Trustees carefully scrutinizes  
     every aspect of the Center and everything is discussed  
     thoroughly. 
 
Councilwoman LaMastra There willl be a regional breakfast meeting of several 

Chambers of Commerce on May 12 to be attended by Scott 
Porter and Bob Kutik of the Business Improvement 
District.  The Council is invited to attend.   

 
OLD BUSINESS – None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Mayor Rustin recognized Councilman Warms. 
 

A. #R10-158/Change Order No. 1/Huyler Park Improvements/$10,000 
Motion by Councilman Warms, second by Councilman McDermott, 
 

WHEREAS, via Resolution #R10-86, adopted February 9, 2010 the Mayor and Council 
awarded a Contract to Trino Associates LLC of 354 Verona Way, Paramus, NJ, 07652 for 
improvements to Huyler Park in the amount of 96,875; 

WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:34-4.7 permits change orders for construction, reconstruction 
and major repair contracts; and 

WHEREAS, there is a need to consider Change Order No 1 in the amount of $9,900.00 to 
replace the irrigation system at Huyler Park which is non-functional, obsolete, and non-
compliant with new water drainage regulations; and 

WHEREAS, the total amount of change orders approved to date, which is zero, including 
this change order is $ 9,900.00 which amount does not exceed the originally awarded contract 
price by more than 20 percent; and 
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WHEREAS, Change Order No. 1 has been reviewed and approved by Joe Thiel on behalf 
of the Borough and funds are available for this change order in Capital Bond Ordinance No. 07-
24. 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Tenafly, County of Bergen, that it does hereby authorize Change Order No. 1, a copy of which is 
attached hereto. 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Administrator is hereby authorized to 
execute Change Order #1 in the amount of $ 9,900.00. 
 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 

Councilman Barzelatto: aye Councilman McDermott: aye 
Councilwoman LaMastra: aye Councilman Rouse: aye 
Councilman Lattif:  aye    Councilman Warms:            aye 

 
All members present voting in favor, the resolution was approved.  
 
Mayor Rustin asked if there was any other new business, and recognized Councilwoman 
LaMastra. 
 
Ms. LaMastra requested the Council consider having another budget workshop meeting.  
Following brief discussion, it was agreed to hold a meeting on Thursday, May 6, 2010 from 7:30 
to 10:30 pm. 
 
Councilman Barzelatto asked for an accounting of properties issued violations by the Code 
Enforcement Officer following the storms concerning removal of storm debris from their 
properties.  He thought homeowners should be given more time to attend to their properties 
under the circumstances. 
 
MAYOR’S REMARKS 
 Mayor  Rustin read the following Arbor Day proclamation: 
 

WHEREAS the last Friday of April, April 30, 2010, is designated as NATIONAL 
ARBOR DAY, a day set aside to promote the planting of trees, tree conservancy and 
appreciation of our environment; and 

WHEREAS the Borough of Tenafly has for many years promoted tree conservancy and 
planting; and 
 WHEREAS trees in our community increase property values, enhance the economic 
vitality of business areas and beautify our Borough; and 
 WHEREAS the Borough of Tenafly has been recognized as a Tree City USA by The 
National Arbor Day Foundation and desires to continue its tree-planting practices. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Tenafly, do proclaim 
April 30, 2010 as  

Arbor Day 
and all citizens are urged to celebrate this day and to support efforts to protect our trees and 
woodlands.   
 
 

Mayor Rustin also commented that it is important to budget to CAP as discussions 
concerning the 2010 Municipal Budget continue.  We have been advised by our professionals 
that there will be severe consequences next year and going forward if we do not. 
 
CLOSED SESSION 
 
The Borough Attorney read the following resolution: 
 
 RESOLVED that in accordance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-12, the Mayor and Council will go 
into Closed Executive Session for the purpose of discussing the following matters: 
 
 Legal 
  1. Discussion of PAMBAR et al v Boro of Tenafly litigation/establishment 
   of Business Improvement District/reps of BID Directors to be present 
  2. Rodsan v Borough of Tenafly  
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Minutes will be taken of the meeting and released to the public at the time the matter is resolved.  
After the Closed Executive Session, the Mayor and Council will reconvene in the Richard D. 
Wilson Committee Room to adjourn the public meeting. 
   
There being no further business to come before the Council, on a motion from Councilman 
Warms, second by Councilwoman LaMastra, and all present voting in favor, the meeting was 
adjourned to the Closed Session at 9:30 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

Nancy Hatten 
Borough Clerk 

 
 
 
 


