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Borough of Tenafly 
 

Annual Meeting of the Mayor and Council 
 

Council Chambers, Borough Hall 
Municipal Center 

 
Saturday, January 2, 2010 

12:00 P.M.  
 
 
Mayor Rustin called the meeting to order and read the Open Public Meetings Act Statement: 

 
"In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Law, P.L. 1975, C. 231, the notice 

requirements have been satisfied.  Meeting dates for the year are listed in the Annual Agenda, copies 
are sent to the Press Journal, Record, Suburbanite, Northern Valley News and posted on the bulletin 
board in the lobby of the Municipal Center." 
 

  The Borough Clerk called the roll of the sworn Council.  Present were Council members Michael 
Lattif, Joseph McDermott, Patrick J. Rouse and Jon Warms.   
 
 Liana Dinallo, Esq. was recognized to administer the Oath of Office to Council-Elect Nadia 
LaMastra.  Councilwoman LaMastra then took her seat at the dais. 
 
 Robert J. Cohan, JMC. was recognized to administer the Oath of Office to Council-Elect 
Anthony Barzelatto.  Councilman Barzelatto then took his seat at the dais. 
 
 Borough Clerk Nancy Hatten called the Roll of the 2010 Mayor and Council. 

 
PRESENT:   Mayor Peter S. Rustin, Council members Anthony Barzelatto, Nadia LaMastra, 

Michael Lattif, Joseph McDermott, Patrick J.Rouse and Jon Warms 
 

ABSENT:     None 
 

The Salute to the Flag was led by Mayor Peter Rustin. 
 
Appointment of Borough Attorney  
 
Mayor Rustin appointed William R. McClure, Esq. to serve as Borough Attorney in 2010 and asked for 
confirmation of his appointment by the Council. 
 
RESOLUTION #R10-01/CONFIRMATION OF BOROUGH ATTORNEY 
 
Motion by Councilman Barzelatto, second by Councilman Warms: 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council has resolved to award the position of Borough 
Attorney through a non-competitive process pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in 
writing that the value of the Borough Attorney’s contract will exceed $17,500; and, 
 
WHEREAS, William R. McClure, Esq., has submitted a proposed contract and has 
completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that 
he and his law firm have not made any contributions to any political or candidate 
committee in the Borough of Tenafly in the previous one year that would render him 
ineligible to be awarded this contract, and that the proposed contract prohibits him and 
his law firm from making any such reportable contributions through the term of the 
contract, and 
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NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor’s appointment of William R. 
McClure, Esq. to serve as Borough Attorney is hereby confirmed, and the Mayor and 
Borough Clerk are authorized to sign the proposed contract submitted by the Borough 
Attorney; and, 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Business Entity Disclosure and the 
Determination of Value be placed on file with this Resolution. 

 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 
Council member Barzelatto:    Aye  Council member McDermott:          Aye 
Council member LaMastra:     Aye  Council member Rouse:    Aye 
Council member Lattif:    Aye  Council member Warms:  Aye 
 
Edward F. Gibbons, Esq. was recognized to administer the Oath of Office to Borough Attorney William 
R. McClure, Esq.   Mr. McClure then took his seat on the dais. 

 
Mayor Rustin recognized State Assemblyman Gordon Johnson, and thanked him for the way he 

represents the residents of Tenafly in Trenton. 
 

Assemblyman Gordon Johnson remarked that 2010 is going to be a tough year for all of us.  It is 
our responsibility as elected officials, no matter what level, local, county, or state, to work together to 
hold the line on property taxes.  I think we got the message last November folks.  If you’re elected you 
should have gotten the message.  We are going to work together with this Council.  Congratulations to 
the new members here, and those who were reelected.  Mr. Mayor and this Council, and the people of 
Tenafly, I say to you that Loretta, Valerie and I are going to do all we can to insure that we hold that line 
on property taxes.  That’s it; that is number one.  We talk about economic stimulus, we talk about 
quality of life, education, about healthcare, all these issues are up there but number one right now is 
property taxes, and we are going to do all we can to try to hold that.  I will leave with that, and I thank 
you for allowing me to speak before this esteemed group of people in the Borough of Tenafly.  God 
Bless for 2010.  Hopefully we will have a little better economic time this year. 

 
Mayor Rustin thanked Assemblyman Gordon Johnson for coming to Tenafly today. 

 
SELECTION OF COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
 
Mayor Rustin asked the Council for nominations for Council President. 
 
Councilman McDermott nominated Councilman Rouse, Councilman Warms seconded the nomination. 
 
No other nominations were offered. 
 
On a voice vote, with all members voting in favor, the nomination was approved. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS – None. 
 
RESOLUTION #R10-02/RULES OF ORDER 
 
Motion by Councilwoman LaMastra, second by Councilman Lattif and unanimously approved: 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Tenafly, Bergen 
County, New Jersey, that Robert’s Rules of Order, as revised, be adopted, and that they 
be considered and deemed the rules of conduct by the Mayor and Council for the year 
2010 until amended. 
 

RESOLUTION #R10-03/TIME AND PLACE FOR 2010 REGULAR MEETINGS 
 
Motion by Councilman Lattif, second by Councilman Rouse and unanimously approved: 

 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Tenafly, Bergen 
County, New Jersey, that the Regular Public Meetings for the year 2010 shall be held on 
the second Tuesday of each month at 7:45 p.m. and on the fourth Tuesday of each month 
(with the exception of July, August and December) at 8:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers, 
and each will end no later than 11:00 p.m.; prior thereto, the Mayor and Council will 
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convene no earlier than 7:30 p.m. in the Richard D. Wilson Committee Room to discuss 
the agenda.  Council Work Sessions shall be held on the first Tuesday of each month at 
7:30 p.m. and on the fourth Tuesday of each month (with the exception of July, August 
and December) in the Richard D. Wilson Committee Room, and each will end no later 
than 11:00 p.m.  No formal action is taken at Committee of the Whole meetings.  There 
are some exceptions to the above meeting schedule when there are conflicts with Election 
Days or observed Holidays.  All meetings shall be held in Borough Hall in the Municipal 
Center, 100 Riveredge Road, Tenafly, New Jersey.  Pursuant to NJSA 10:4-18, notice of 
annual meeting schedule shall be published and posted on the public bulletin board in the 
lobby of Borough Hall and on the Borough’s website, said notice to include any conflicts 
with the above schedule and the official list of Holiday observances when Borough Hall 
will be closed.  Any changes to the above schedule will be notices according to law. 
  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that no Tenafly Recreation football games or practices 
shall be scheduled during the Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur observances. 
 

RESOLUTION #R10-04/CONSENT AGENDA AUTHORIZATION and  
                                           MINUTES OF MEETINGS 
 
Motion by Councilman McDermott, second by Councilman Rouse and unanimously approved: 

 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Tenafly that there shall 
be an item of business entitled "Consent Agenda" at each regular public meeting of the 
Mayor and Council for routine matters not requiring discussion, said routine matters 
having been so designated at the preceding Committee of the Whole Meeting and all such 
Consent Agenda resolutions shall be spread in full in the minutes of the public meeting. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Tenafly, 
Bergen County, New Jersey, that the Minutes of the previous meeting need not be read 
by the Borough Clerk at the following meeting, provided that a true copy thereof has 
been delivered to the Mayor and Council, Administrator, Borough Engineer, Borough 
Tax Collector, Borough Assessor and Borough Attorney, and also provided that a true 
copy be placed on the public bulletin board in the lobby of the Municipal Center. 
 

RESOLUTION #R10-05/DESIGNATION OF OFFICIAL NEWSPAPERS 
     
Motion by Councilman Rouse, second by Councilman McDermott and unanimously approved: 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Tenafly, Bergen 
County, New Jersey, that The Press Journal be designated as the official newspaper of 
the Borough of Tenafly, with The Record as an alternate. 

 
RESOLUTION #R10-06/SALARIES FOR 2010 
 
Motion by Councilman Warms, second by Councilman McDermott and unanimously approved: 
    

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Tenafly, Bergen 
County, New Jersey that the question of salaries for the year 2010 be referred to the 
Committee of the Whole. 

 
MAYOR’S APPOINTMENTS (Subject to Pay-to-Play Rules) 
        
        Borough Auditor                                                       Steven Wielkotz, CPA, RMA 
        Borough Engineer                                                     Schwanewede/Hals Engineering  

 
RESOLUTION #R10-07/CONFIRMING BOROUGH AUDITOR 
 
Motion by Councilman Barzelatto, second by Councilwoman LaMastra: 
 

WHEREAS, Mayor and Council has resolved to award a one-year contract for the 
position of Borough Auditor through a non-competitive process pursuant to N.J.S.A. 
19:44A-20.5; and 
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WHEREAS, the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in 
writing that the value of the Auditor’s contract for 2010 will exceed $17,500; and, 
 
WHEREAS, Steven Wielkotz, RMA, has submitted a proposed contract and has 
completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that 
he and his accounting firm have not made any contributions to any political or candidate 
committee in the Borough of Tenafly in the previous one year that would render him 
ineligible to be awarded a contract to serve as Borough Auditor; and,  
 
WHEREAS the proposed contract prohibits Steven Wielkotz and his accounting firm 
from making such reportable contributions through the term of the contract. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the appointment of Steven Wielkotz is 
confirmed by the Council, and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are authorized to sign the 
proposed contract engaging Steven Wielkotz as the Borough Auditor for 2010; and, 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Business Entity Disclosure Certification and the 
Determination of Value be placed on file with this Resolution. 

 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 
Council member Barzelatto:    Aye  Council member McDermott:          Aye 
Council member LaMastra:     Aye  Council member Rouse:    Aye 
Council member Lattif:    Aye  Council member Warms:  Aye 
 

RESOLUTION #R10-08/CONFIRMING BOROUGH ENGINEER 
 
Motion by Councilman Rouse, second by Councilman Warms: 
  

WHEREAS, Mayor and Council has resolved to award a one-year contract for the 
position of Borough Engineer through a non-competitive process pursuant to N.J.S.A. 
19:44A-20.5; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in 
writing that the value of the Borough Engineer’s contract for 2010 will exceed $17,500; 
and, 
 
WHEREAS, the firm of Schwanewede/Hals Engineering has submitted a proposed 
contract and has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification 
which certifies that the said engineering firm and its principals have not made any 
contributions to any political or candidate committee in the Borough of Tenafly in the 
previous one year that would render the firm ineligible to be awarded a contract to serve 
as Borough Engineer; and,  
 
WHEREAS the proposed contract prohibits Schwanewede/Hals Engineering and its 
principals from making such reportable contributions through the term of the contract. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:9-140, the 
appointment of Schwanewede/Hals Engineering is confirmed by the Council, and the 
Mayor and Borough Clerk are authorized to sign the proposed contract engaging 
Schwanewede/Hals Engineering as the Borough Engineer; and, 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Business Entity Disclosure Certification and the 
Determination of Value be placed on file with this Resolution. 

 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 
Council member Barzelatto:    Aye  Council member McDermott:          Aye 
Council member LaMastra:     Aye  Council member Rouse:    Aye 
Council member Lattif:    Nay  Council member Warms:  Aye 
 
With five votes in favor and one vote against, Resolution #R10-08 is approved and Schwanewede/Hals 
Engineering is retained to serve as Borough Engineer. 
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MAYOR’S APPOINTMENTS (Not subject to Pay-to-Play Rules) 
 

Bond Counsel John L. Kraft, Esq. 
Labor Counsel Robert A. Silber, Esq. 
Deputy Emergency Management Coordinator Sgt. David Epstein 
Municipal Court Judge Allen M. Bell, Esq. 
Prosecutor  Mark Fierro, Esq. 
1st Alternate Municipal Prosecutor Thomas Betancourt, Esq. 
Public Defender Miriam Z. Reyes, Esq. 
Public Agency Compliance Officer Nancy Hatten 
Recycling Coordinator J. Robert Beutel 
 

RESOLUTION #R10-09/CONFIRMATION OF APPOINTMENTS 
 
Motion by Councilman Lattif, second by Councilman Rouse and unanimously approved: 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Tenafly, Bergen 
County, New Jersey, that all of the foregoing appointments, with the exception of the 
Prosecutor, requiring confirmation be and the same are hereby confirmed. 

 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 
Council member Barzelatto:    Aye  Council member McDermott:          Aye 
Council member LaMastra:     Aye  Council member Rouse:    Aye 
Council member Lattif:    Aye  Council member Warms:  Aye 
 
Motion by Councilman Rouse, second by Councilman McDermott that the confirmation of Mark 
Fierro as the Prosecutor is hereby approved. 
 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 
Council member Barzelatto:    Aye  Council member McDermott:          Aye 
Council member LaMastra:     Aye  Council member Rouse:    Aye 
Council member Lattif:    Nay  Council member Warms:  Aye 
 
MAYOR’S APPOINTMENTS TO BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
 

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT Term                     Expires 
Ellen Kon Gursky 4 yrs. 1/1/2014 
Jonathan Fox 4 yrs. 1/1/2014 
Adam Kominsky, 1nd Alternate 2 yrs. 1/1/2012 
Timothy Farrell (unexpired Kominsky/Fox) 2 yrs. 1/1/2011 
Anthony Barzelatto, Council Representative 1 yr. 1/1/2011 

 
MAYOR’S APPOINTMENTS TO BOARD OF HEALTH 
 

Howard Bader 4 yrs. 1/1/2014 
Herbert Lazarus 4 yrs. 1/1/2014 
Patrick J. Rouse, Council Representative 1 yr. 1/1/2011 

 
RESOLUTION #R10-10/CONFIRMATION OF APPOINTMENTS TO BOARD OF 
HEALTH 
 
Motion by Councilman McDermott, second by Councilman Warms and unanimously approved: 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Tenafly, Bergen 
County, New Jersey, that all of the foregoing appointments requiring confirmation be and 
the same are hereby confirmed. 

 
MAYOR’S APPOINTMENTS TO LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

Martin Gilbert 5 yrs. 1/1/2015 
Arthur Peck, M.D. 5 yrs. 1/1/2015 
Patrick J. Rouse, Council Representative 1 yr. 1/1/2011 
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RESOLUTION #R10-11/CONFIRMATION OF APPOINTMENT TO LIBRARY 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 
Motion by Councilman Rouse, second by Councilman Latiff and unanimously approved: 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Tenafly, Bergen 
County, New Jersey, that all of the foregoing appointments requiring confirmation be and 
the same are hereby confirmed. 

 
MAYOR’S APPOINTMENTS TO PLANNING BOARD 
 

Charles Lipson 4 yrs. 12/31/2013 
Mark Zinna  4 yrs. 12/31/2013 
Mark Harrison, 1st Alternate 2 yrs. 12/31/2011 
Steve Greene, 2nd Alternate (unexpired Zinna/Lipson) 2 yrs. 12/31/2011 

 
RESOLUTION  #R10-35 

 
Nomination by Councilman McDermott, second by Councilwoman LaMastra and on a 
voice vote with all members voting in favor, Jon Warms was designated a Class III 
member of the Planning Board for a term of one year, which term expires December 31, 
2010. 

 
MAYOR’S APPOINTMENTS TO RECREATION BOARD 
 

Susan Van Poznak 5 yrs. 12/31/2014 
Jeffrey Pattison  5 yrs. 12/31/2014 
Nadia LaMastra, Council Respresentative 1 yr. 12/31/2010 

 
RESOLUTION #R10-12 CONFIRMATION OF APPOINTMENTS TO 
RECREATION COMMISSION 
 
Motion by Councilman Warms, second by Councilman Barzelatto and unanimously approved: 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Tenafly, Bergen 
County, New Jersey, that all of the foregoing appointments requiring confirmation be and 
the same are hereby confirmed. 

 
MAYOR’S APPOINTMENTS TO ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 
 

Nina Seiden 3 yrs. 12/31/2012 
David Cavilla  3 yrs. 12/31/2012 
Jeffrey M. Miller 3 yrs. 12/31/2012 
James Coyle, 1st Alternate 2 yrs. 12/31/2011 
Joseph Lavin, 2nd Alternate 2 yrs. 12/31/2011 
Joseph McDermott, Council Member 1 yr. 12/31/2010 

 
MAYOR’S APPOINTMENTS TO HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
 

David Wall (Class B) 4 yrs. 12/31/2013 
Paul Stefanowicz, 1st Alternate 2 yrs. 12/31/2011 
Anthony Barzelatto, Council Representative 1 yr. 12/31/2010 

 
MAYOR’S APPOINTMENTS TO ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR THE 
DISABLED (ADA) 
 

Shirley Shapiro 2 yrs. 12/31/2011 
Dr. Maureen Moomjy 2 yrs. 12/31/2011 
Jackie Salzman 2 yrs. 12/31/2011 
Robert Byrnes, Sr., Construction Official  1 yr. 12/31/2010 
Timothy Roetman, Recreation representative 1 yr. 12/31/2010 
J. Robert Beutel, DPW Representative 1 yr. 12/31/2010 
Vincent Benenati, School District Representative 1 yr. 12/31/2010 
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Gerry Migliore (CVS), Business Community rep. 1 yr. 12/31/2010 
Patrick J. Rouse, Council Representative 1 yr. 12/31/2010 
 

RESOLUTION #R10-13 CONFIRMATION OF APPOINTMENT TO ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE FOR THE DISABLED (ADA) 
 
Motion by Councilman Barzelatto, second by Councilman Lattif and unanimously approved: 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Tenafly, Bergen 
County, New Jersey, that all of the foregoing appointments requiring confirmation be and 
the same are hereby confirmed. 

 
MAYOR’S APPOINTMENTS TO DISTRICT MANAGEMENT CORPORATION 
 

Keith Alliotts [council appt after initial term] 1 yr. 1/1/2011 
Bob Kutik (retail/own) 1 yr. 1/1/2011 
Norman Dorf (retail/own) 1 yr. 1/1/2011 
Cathy McCauley (retail/rent)  2 yrs. 1/1/2012 
Martha Kerge (retail/rent) 2 yrs. 1/1/2012 
Kirby Holmes (retail/rent) 2 yrs. 1/1/2012 
Arthur “Scott” Porter (at large) 1 yr. 1/1/2011 

 
RESOLUTION  #R10-36 
 

Nomination by Councilman Lattif, second by Councilman Warms and on a voice vote 
with all members voting in favor, Nadia LaMastra was designated Council Member to 
serve on the District Management Corporation for a term of one year, which term expires 
December 31, 2010. 

 
ADDITIONAL APPOINTMENTS BY MAYOR RUSTIN 

 
Note:  The following do not require Council confirmation (non-statutory) 

 
YOUTH SERVICES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Alan Bendes 3 yrs. 1/1/2013 
June Johnston 3 yrs. 1/1/2013 
Anthony Barzelatto, Council Representative 1 yr. 1/1/2011 
 
SENIOR CITIZENS SERVICE COMMITTEE 
David Burstein 3 yrs. 12/31/2012 
Jeffrey Levene 3yrs. 12/31/2012 
Gloria Lane  3yrs. 12/31/2012 
Michael Lattif, Council Representative 1yr. 12/31/2010 
 
TENAFLY WELCOME! COMMITTEE 
Christine Evron 2yrs. 12/31/2011 
Katherine Kojanis 2yrs. 12/31/2011 
Orna Harish 2yrs. 12/31/2011 
Stanley Kapp 2yrs. 12/31/2011 
Audrey Chai 2 yrs. 12/31/2011 
Carol Schulter 2yrs. 12/31/2011 
Nadia LaMastra, Council Liaison 1yr. 12/31/2010 
 
BOROUGH/JOINT USE COMMITTEE 
Mayor Peter Rustin, Chairman; Councilman Michael Lattif, Councilwoman Nadia LaMastra 
 
TENAFLY NATURE CENTER 
Jon Warms, Council Liaison 
 
TENAFLY PRESENTS 
Jon Warms, Council Liaison 
 
TENAFLY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
Nadia LaMastra and Jon Warms, Council Liaisons 
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AD HOC COMMITTEES 
 
TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 
Mayor Peter Rustin     Howard Seiden 
Councilman Michael Lattif    Michael Bishop 
Councilman Joseph McDermott Michael Sudnow 
Byron “Gus” Allen, Jr. Kevin Tremble 
Michael P. Bruno, Police Chief  

 
Mayor Rustin acknowledged Al Cafiero who passed away in 2009, citing his advocacy for Tenafly and 
for passenger rail service. 
  
Mayor Rustin also acknowledged the passing of Don Zeiller in 2009.  He was extremely involved with 
environmental issues and recreation. 
  
RESOLUTION #R10-14/DESIGNATING DEPOSITORIES  
 
Motion by Councilwoman LaMastra, second by Councilman Latiff and unanimously approved: 

 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Tenafly, Bergen 
County, New Jersey, that the following financial institutions be designated the official 
depositories of the Borough of Tenafly for the year 2010: PNC Bank, Bank of America, 
State of New Jersey Cash Management Fund, MBIA-Municipal Investors Service Corp, 
TD Bank, Valley National Bank and Northern Valley-Englewood Bank. 

 
MAYOR APPOINTS POLICE COMMISSIONERS 

 
Councilman Rouse, Councilwoman LaMastra and Mayor Rustin are hereby appointed members of the 
Board of Police Commissioners, and Councilman Rouse is appointed President of said Board. 
 
 
RESOLUTION #R10-15/APPOINTMENT OF ACTING TAX SEARCH OFFICER 
 
Motion by Councilman Lattif, second by Councilwoman LaMastra and unanimously approved: 

 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Tenafly, Bergen County, New 
Jersey, that Lily Tom be and is hereby appointed Tax Search Officer to serve during the year 
2010. 

 
 
RESOLUTION #R10-16/APPOINTMENT OF INSURANCE COMMISSIONER 

 
Motion by Councilman McDermott, second by Councilwoman LaMastra and unanimously 
approved: 

 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Tenafly, Bergen County, New 
Jersey, that Carol C. Byrne be and is hereby appointed Insurance Commissioner of the Bergen 
County Municipal Joint Insurance Fund to serve during the year 2010 and that the Borough 
Administrator is hereby appointed Alternate Insurance Commissioner in the absence of Carol C. 
Byrne.  

 
RESOLUTION #R10-17/APPOINTMENT OF OFFICIAL MUNICIPAL IMPROVEMENT 
        SEARCHER 

 
Motion by Councilman Rouse, second by Councilman Warms and unanimously approved: 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Tenafly, Bergen County, New 
Jersey, that Nancy Hatten, Borough Clerk, be and is hereby appointed Official Municipal 
Improvement Searcher to serve during the year 2010; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the fee charged for each certificate as to liability for 
assessment for Municipal Improvement shall be the same as the fee charged by the Tax Search 
Officer for a Tax Search Certificate. 
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RESOLUTION #R10-18 / RATIFICATION OF PUBLIC OFFICIAL BONDS/FINANCE  
                                             OFFICE 
 
Motion by Councilman Warms, second by Councilwoman LaMastra: 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A: 5-34 requires every officer or employee who is entrusted with 
the receipt, custody or expenditure of money or funds, to execute and deliver his bond, or 
be bonded to the municipality in its corporate name, and conditioned for the true and 
faithful performance of his duties; and 
 
WHEREAS, Public Official Bonds have been submitted for Gene Vinci as Interim Chief 
Financial Officer of the Borough of Tenafly and Lily Tom as Tax Collector and Tax 
Search Officer of the Borough of Tenafly. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council hereby ratify the 
Public Official Bonds, in the amount of $350,000 to cover the position of Interim Chief 
Financial Officer, and in the amount of $150,000 to cover the position of Tax 
Collector/Tax Search Officer, all for the term of January 1, 2010 through December 31, 
2010, which bonds shall be kept on file in the Office of the Borough Clerk, as required by 
law. 

 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 
Council member Barzelatto:    Aye Council member McDermott: Aye 
Council member LaMastra:     Aye  Council member Rouse:   Aye 
Council member Lattif:    Aye  Council member Warms:   Aye 
 
 
RESOLUTION #R10-19/APPOINTMENT OF ACTING BOROUGH CLERK AND 

                                             ACTING OFFICIAL IMPROVEMENT SEARCHER 
 

Motion by Councilman Barzelatto, second by Councilwoman LaMastra and unanimously approved: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Tenafly, Bergen 
County, New Jersey, that Interim Borough Administrator Gregory Fehrenbach be and is 
hereby appointed Acting Borough Clerk and Acting Official Improvement Searcher to act 
only in the absence of the Borough Clerk and Official Improvement Searcher, effective 
through December 31, 2010. 

 
Mayor Rustin recognized Interim Borough Administrator Gregory Fehrenbach. 
 
 
RESOLUTION #R10-20/APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTY TREASURER 
 
Motion by Councilwoman LaMastra, second by Councilman Latiff and unanimously approved: 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Tenafly, Bergen 
County, New Jersey, that Mary Heeney be and is hereby appointed Deputy Treasurer to 
act only in the absence of the Treasurer, effective through December 31, 2010. 

 
 
 
RESOLUTION #R10-21/APPOINTMENT OF APPORTIONMENT OFFICER 

 
Motion by Councilman Lattif, second by Councilman Warms and unanimously approved: 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 54:7-7 authorizes the Mayor and Council to name a municipal 
official to apportion liens against real property among subdivisions thereof in appropriate 
cases pursuant to N.J.S.A. 54:7-1 et seq. 
     
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Assessor Carol C. Byrne, CTA, is hereby 
named Apportionment Officer of the Borough of Tenafly for 2010; and 
  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the said Carol C. Byrne is authorized and directed to 
apportion liens against real property in the Borough of Tenafly among subdivisions 
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thereof pursuant to N.J.S.A. 54:7-1 et seq., subject to further resolutions of the Mayor and 
Council. 

 
RESOLUTION #R10-22/AUTHORIZE ADJUSTMENTS/ASSESSOR 

 
Motion by Councilman McDermott, second by Councilman Rouse and unanimously approved: 
 

WHEREAS, there exist discrepancies on the 2010 tax roll. 
     
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Tax Collector, upon the 
recommendation of the Assessor is hereby authorized to appeal to the Bergen County 
Board of Taxation for corrections in assessed valuations of increase and decrease. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a true copy of this resolution shall be forwarded to 
the Bergen County Board of Taxation. 

 
RESOLUTION #R10-23/AUTHORIZE STIPULATIONS/ASSESSOR 

 
Motion by Councilman Rouse, second by Councilman Lattif and unanimously approved: 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 18:12A-1.6(c) requires that via properly adopted resolution, a 
municipal agent may be designated and authorized to act on behalf of the municipality; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Tenafly Bergen County, New 
Jersey, has determined that Assessor Carol C. Byrne, CTA, should act as its agent in its 
tax appeal matters. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Assessor be and is hereby authorized to 
appeal to the Bergen County Board of Taxation to enter into stipulations for corrections 
in assessed valuations; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a true copy of this resolution shall be forwarded to 
the Bergen County Board of Taxation. 
 

RESOLUTION #R10-24/SEMI-MONTHLY PAYROLLS 
 

Motion by Councilman Warms, second by Councilman Lattif and unanimously approved: 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Treasurer is authorized to issue semi-monthly checks for 
base payroll for employees of the Borough of Tenafly in accordance with the Salary 
Ordinance in effect and to report same to the Mayor and Council. 
      
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that any special compensation, including overtime 
payroll, shall be paid by the Treasurer only after having been authorized and ratified or 
approved at a meeting of the Mayor and Council. 

 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
Council member Barzelatto:    Aye Council member McDermott: Aye 
Council member LaMastra:     Aye  Council member Rouse:   Aye 
Council member Lattif:    Aye  Council member Warms:   Aye 
 
RESOLUTION #R10-25/APPOINTMENT OF RISK MANAGEMENT CONSULTANT 

 
Motion by Councilman Barzelatto, second by Councilwoman LaMastra and unanimously 
approved: 
 

WHEREAS as members of the Bergen County Municipal Joint Insurance Fund, the 
Borough of Tenafly must appoint a Risk Management Consultant annually; and 
 
WHEREAS, Mayor and Council has resolved to award a one-year contract for the 
position of Risk Management Consultant through a non-competitive process pursuant to 
N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5; and 
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WHEREAS, the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer has determined and certified in 
writing that the value of the Risk Management Consultant’s contract for 2010 will exceed 
$17,500; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the firm of Eifert, French & Co., Inc. has submitted a proposed contract 
and has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which 
certifies that the said firm and its principals have not made any contributions to any 
political or candidate committee in the Borough of Tenafly in the previous one year that 
would render the firm ineligible to be awarded a contract to serve as Risk Management 
Consultant, and  
 
WHEREAS the proposed contract prohibits Eifert, French & Co., Inc. and its principals 
from making such reportable contributions through the term of the contract, and 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that in compliance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(m) 
and in further compliance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5, the Borough of Tenafly does 
hereby appoint Eifert, French & Co., Inc. as its Risk Management Consultant for the 
year 2010, and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute a contract 
on behalf of the Borough of Tenafly; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Business Entity Disclosure Certification and the 
Determination of Value be placed on file with this Resolution. 

 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 
Council member Barzelatto:    Aye Council member McDermott: Aye 
Council member LaMastra:     Aye  Council member Rouse:    Aye 
Council member Lattif:    Aye  Council member Warms:    Aye 
 
RESOLUTION #R10-26/CONSENT AGENDA/FINANCIAL RESOLUTIONS 

 
Motion by Councilwoman LaMastra, second by Councilman Latiff that the Consent Agenda be 
approved as submitted. 
 

a. #R10-27/Temporary Budget 2010 
b. #R10-28/Interest Rate/Delinquent Taxes 2010 
c. #R10-29/Official Depositories/Authorized Signatures 
d. #R10-30/Petty Cash Funds 
e. #R10-31/Investment of Surplus Current Funds 2010 and to 

Authorize Transfer of Current Operating Funds 
f. #R10-32/Authorization of Wire Transfers 
g. #R10-33/Approval/Cash Management Plan 

 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 
Council member Barzelatto:    Aye  Council member McDermott:   Aye 
Council member LaMastra:     Aye  Council member Rouse:    Aye 
Council member Lattif:    Aye  Council member Warms:    Aye 
 
RESOLUTION #R10-34/REAFFIRM BOROUGH PERSONNEL MANUAL FOR 2010 
 
Motion by Councilman Lattif, second by Councilman Warms and unanimously approved: 

 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Personnel Manual adopted on July 11, 2002 via Resolution 
#R02-206 and as amended formally from time to time, is hereby reaffirmed for 2010. 
 

Mayor Rustin recognized former Council members and Board of Education members: 
 
Shama Haider   Bruce Baker 
Martha Kerge   Mark Feldman 
Robert Thompson  Joseph Salvatore 
Bruce Baker   Sam Bruno 
Mark Feldman    
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State of the Borough Address by Mayor Peter S. Rustin 

 
When preparing my speech for the Reorganization Meeting, I always look back at the 
previous year’s speech to get a feeling as to how accurate my comments were in regards to 
the upcoming year, in last January’s case, 2009.  In reviewing that speech I was very tempted 
to just read the same speech again.  So much has not changed.  To show what I mean, please 
indulge me as I read my first paragraph delivered in this room one year ago. 
 
“2009 promises to be a very challenging year at all levels of government in our country.  Our 
new President has not yet taken office, but already he is proposing sweeping new changes in 
an effort to fix the economy and get America back on track.  Governor Corzine is learning 
how difficult it is to change a mindset in Trenton even though everyone agrees changes must 
be made; our state’s finances are in chaos.  The problems in Washington and Trenton can 
pretty much assure us in Tenafly that we stand alone; we just can’t expect much assistance 
from our federal and state governments.  In fact, we would probably be ahead of the game if 
both the feds and the state just left us alone, pulled back the mandates that they have thrown 
down upon us without any consideration of their costs or how we are to pay for them”.   
 
Well, President Obama has now been President for almost a year, his honeymoon is over, and 
the media and the nation are now demanding results, not promises.  The nation’s economy is 
either worse than a year ago, just as bad, or slowly improving, depending on who you ask.  
Governor Corzine has been dismissed by the same people who put him in office four years 
ago.  Did he fail, or was it the system and the elected officials that he was engulfed by who 
were at fault.  It doesn’t really matter who or what is to blame.  I can assure you regardless, 
that it is no easier to govern a municipality today than it was a year ago.  We can continue to 
expect no help from either Washington or Trenton, financial or otherwise, in 2010.  In fact, 
difficulties in both Washington and Trenton will most likely trickle down to towns like ours 
and create further issues for us at Borough Hall. 
 
Nevertheless, it’s New Years; let’s first look at 2009 and how the year has impacted our 
community.  The Borough has remained in compliance with the State’s COAH or Council on 
Affordable Housing requirements.  These efforts have required a great deal of effort and 
money as Tenafly has assembled a formidable team to keep us current with COAH.  Your 
Mayor and Council, together with our Borough Engineer, have continued to address our 
town’s significant drainage problems by creating the Dean Drive Drainage project.  This 
project is addressing drainage issues encompassing over 100 acres of residential properties 
stretching from Dean Drive east beyond Engle Street.  Looking beyond the cost and impact 
this project will have on our community as a whole, the project signifies our first attempt at 
addressing a large scale drainage problem which unfortunately is not unique in Tenafly.  This 
project will be completed in 2010, and is expected to resolve many long standing problems 
for dozens of residents.  While on the environment, results of a study from Rutgers 
University show that improvements to the park area around the duck pond at Roosevelt 
Common have led to a significant improvement in the water quality in the pond which feeds 
the Tenakill Brook which empties into the Oradell Reservoir.  Additional attention to the 
pond will lead to further improvements in water quality hopefully in 2010.  The creation of a 
Business Improvement District in Tenafly is proof that Borough Hall is looking to assist our 
small business owners.  2009 saw several new businesses locate to Tenafly.  However, the 
significance of vacant store fronts can not be ignored.  Together with our business 
community we will strive to make Tenafly a good place to do business. 
 
A Farmer’s Market came to Tenafly in 2009.  Every Sunday people were drawn from 
surrounding communities to downtown Tenafly to mix with our residents and avail 
themselves of the opportunity to buy fresh produce from nearby farms.  The Farmer’s Market 
brought a considerable number of new consumers to our downtown on what normally might 
be a quiet day for business.  
 
In 2009, for the first time, Tenafly took advantage of its Open Space Fund using it to help 
purchase an environmentally critical acre above Pfister’s Pond, adjacent to our Nature 
Center.   This land was purchased without any additional burden to our taxpayers and the 
property adds to the land set aside for the benefit of our environment. 
 
2009 also brought changes in the personnel here at Borough Hall.  We had a member of our 
council resign and a new council member elected.  We had our Chief Financial Officer and 
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our Borough Administrator resign, both after serving Tenafly admirably for many years.  
That will bring us to 2010.  First, let’s start with the people changes.  A new Administrator 
and a new Chief Financial Officer will give us the opportunity to consider a fresh approach to 
many of our outstanding issues.  The office of our Registrar and our Finance Office have the 
opportunity to take on new looks.  Our goal, as always, will be to continue our high level of 
service to our residents while making our operation as economical as possible.  The budget 
process is upon us, and I can only hope that end result is as successful as it was in 2009.  
After much discussion the 2009 budget allowed Tenafly to operate at a high level while 
impacting our taxpayers as little as possible.  Most important, last year’s budget allowed us 
to enter into 2010 in excellent fiscal shape.  We must not allow ourselves to be tempted into 
short term solutions that create long-term problems.  We must lean on our professionals to 
provide us with the direction that takes Tenafly to the place we, the elected officials, want to 
go.  At the same time, we must not be oblivious to the economic conditions impacting many 
of our residents.  Our priorities and our goals must be adjusted to respond to reality.  Certain 
things may no longer be affordable no matter how much we might like to have them. 
 
Two needs I feel must be addressed in 2010 are the following:  First, the Police Station 
expansion must be brought to fruition.  Our Police Department needs more space if we 
expect them to provide the services we require in today’s world.  I believe that we are 
currently headed in the right direction expanding the building in the front and keeping it to 
one story.  We also need to address the DPW facility.  We need to provide a better 
environment for our employees who have also outgrown their headquarters. 
 
Last, but not least, I would like to address the project thrust upon us by NJ Transit, the 
restoration of passenger rail service to Tenafly.  I believe the governing body must come to a 
determination as to whether or not to support this project.  I am not sure Tenafly can afford to 
wait until the release of the DEIS before advocating for or against the project.  At that point 
we may have lost the opportunity to maximize our influence on this project.  The costs of this 
project to our community are many, both in dollars and in the quality of life.  Perhaps we 
need to be more assertive with NJ Transit at this time if they wish to have our support.  The 
potential impact of passenger rail service on Tenafly dwarfs all other issues before us.  We 
need to take a stand. 
 
While on the subject of the restoration of rail service, we do have an opportunity that should 
at least be acknowledged.  NJ Transit has talked about a downtown station opposite the 
Clinton Inn although they state that the location of the downtown station is not written in 
stone at this time.  If we choose to advocate for this project, we need to reevaluate the 
location of the downtown station.  This is an excellent example of how Tenafly needs to be 
proactive in this process rather than reactive. 
 
In conclusion, 2010 presents the Tenafly governing body with a multitude of challenges.  The 
year starts with the budget process, and gives the new Council an opportunity to come 
together as a team and provide our community with a budget that furnishes Tenafly with the 
financial stability and strength that we are used to, but I hope we never take for granted.  A 
successful budget will give Borough Hall the ability to maintain our excellent quality of life, 
allow residents to be able to afford to live in our wonderful town, and attract new families to 
our community thus keeping our property values high.  On behalf of the members of the 
Borough Council I wish you and your families a very Healthy and Happy New Year, and I 
look forward to working with each of you to continue to keep Tenafly the superb town it is. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Adjournment. 

 
There being no further business to come before the Council, on a motion from Councilman Rouse, 
second by Councilwoman LaMastra, and all present voting in favor, the meeting was adjourned at 1:00 
p.m. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
       Nancy Hatten, RMC 
       Borough Clerk 
 
 


