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Borough of TenaflyBorough of TenaflyBorough of TenaflyBorough of Tenafly    
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES 

 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2011 

 

 

PRESENT:   Mayor Peter Rustin and Council members Anthony Barzelatto, Barry 
Honig, Martha Kerge, Nadia LaMastra, Michael Lattif, and Jon Warms 

 
ABSENT:        None 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Borough Administrator Jewel Thompson-Chin 

Borough Attorney William R. McClure 
 

At 8:10 p.m. Mayor Rustin read the Open Public Meetings Act Statement: “In compliance 
with the Open Public Meetings Act P.L. 1975, chapter 231, the notice requirements have 
been satisfied. Meeting dates for the year are listed in the Annual Agenda; copies are sent to 
the Record, Suburbanite, and Northern Valley News and posted on the bulletin board in the 
lobby of the Municipal Center.” 
 
The Salute to the Flag was led by Mayor Peter Rustin. 
 

Motion by C. Lattif, second by C. Barzelatto, with C. Kerge abstaining as she was absent on 
September 6, 2011 and C. Honig abstaining as he was absent on August 9, 2011, and all 
other members voting in favor, 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Minutes of the August 9, 2011 Special Closed Session (not to be 
released), August 9, 2011 Public Meeting, August 9, 2011 Work Session, August 9, 2011 
Closed Session (not to be released), and September 6, 2011 Closed Session (not to be 
released) are hereby approved. 
 
REVISIONS TO AGENDA: 
 
Borough Attorney McClure advised that item AA on the Consent Agenda, Resolution #R11-
294 /Authorize Renewal of Plenary Retail Consumption License 0261-33-010-008/ 115 
Sanz County Road, LLC, is being removed from the agenda. He also advised that a legal 
matter entitled Kurtz v. Borough of Tenafly, et al. is being added to the Closed Session. 
 
AUDIENCE REMARKS FOR AGENDA ITEMS: 
 
None. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 A. #R11-268/Approve Expenditures as of September 7, 2011. 
 B. #R11-269/Certify Review of CY2011 Best Practices Inventory.   
 C. #R11-270/Authorize Refund/Tree Mitigation Escrow/123 Windsor 

Road/$5,800.00 
 D. #R11-271/Authorize Refund/Soil Moving and New Construction/123 Windsor 

Road /$6,415.00 
E. #R11-272/Authorize Refund/Soil Moving and New Construction/26 

Woodmere Lane/$6,415.00 
F. #R11-273/Authorize Refund/Tree Mitigation Escrow/136 Engle 

Street/$300.00 
G. #R11-274/Authorize Refund/Engineer Inspection Escrow/63 N. Summit 

Street/$100.00 
 H. #R11-275/Authorize Refund/Tree Mitigation Escrow/159 Buckingham 

Road/$250.00 
I. #R11-276/Authorize Refund/Engineer Inspection Escrow/68 Woodland 

Street/$6,222.98 
J. #R11-277/Authorize Closing and Canceling of Inactive Trust Accounts 
K. #R11-278/Certify 2010 Audit 
L. #R11-279/Adopt 2010 Corrective Action Plan 
M. #R11-280/Establish a Dedicated Trust by Rider for the “UCC Dedicated 

Penalty Trust Fund” 
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N. #R11-281/Ratify Authorization for Additional Engineering Services for 2011 
Road Resurfacing Program. 

O. #R11-282/Ratify Authorization for Additional Engineering Services for the 
sidewalk installation of along Leroy Street and along the south side of Downey 
Drive between Smith School and Thatcher Road. 

P. #R11-283/Appoint Representative and Alternate to the Open Space Trust 
Municipal Program  Regional Committee 

Q. #R11-284/Appoint Representative and Alternate to the Community 
Development Regional Committee 

R. #R11-285/Approve Raffle Application #RA998/St. Thomas Armenian  
  Church/10-23-11 

S. #R11-286/Authorize Approval to Submit Grant Application and Execute  
  Grant Agreement with NJDOT for the Tenafly Road Improvement Project 

T. #R11-287/Authorize Receipt of Bids for Furnishing and Delivery of one (1)
  new 2012 International Model 7500 4x2 Chassis with Hook-All Hook Lift &
  Bodies or Equivalent for the Tenafly Department of Public Works 

U. #R11-288/Authorize Procurement of Masonry and Framing Materials from
  Kuiken Brothers Company, Inc., for the Concession Stand at Municipal Field  

V. #R11-289/Authorize Refund/Tree Mitigation Escrow/221 Churchill 
Road/$4,800.00 

W. #R11-290/Authorize Refund/Tree Mitigation Escrow/235 Churchill 
Road/$3,400.00 

X. #R11-291/Authorize Refund/Tree Mitigation Escrow/12 Knoll Road/$350.00 
Y. #R11-292/Authorize Issuance of Outdoor Seating Permit/Good Taste 

Restaurant/42 West Railroad Avenue 
Z.  #R11-293/Authorize Refund/Tree Mitigation Escrow/93 Churchill 

Road/$600.00 
AA. #R11-294/Authorize Renewal of Plenary Retail Consumption License 0261-

33-010-008/ 115 Sanz County Road, LLC Removed 
BB. #R11-295/Authorize Refunds/2009 and 2010 Tax Court Judgments 
CC. #R11-296/Authorize Refunds/Overpayment of Taxes 

 
Motion by C. LaMastra, second by C. Lattif that the Consent Agenda be approved as 
amended. 
 
 On a roll call, the vote on the Consent Agenda was recorded as follows: 
 

C. Barzelatto: aye C. LaMastra: aye  
C. Honig:         aye C. Lattif:        aye  
C. Kerge:          aye C. Warms:      aye 
       

 
All members present voting in favor, the Consent Agenda was approved as amended. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
A. Ordinances –  

 
The Borough Clerk read into the record: 
 

The following ordinance published herewith was first read by title only on August 9, 2011, 
and posted on the bulletin board of the lobby of the municipal center. 

 
ORDINANCE 11-11 – AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER VII OF THE REVISED 
GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF TENAFLY, ENTITLED “TRAFFIC” IN 
ORDER TO PROHIBIT PARKING AT ALL TIMES ON CERTAIN STREETS. 

 
ORDINANCE 11-12 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER XIX, SECTION 
19-2.5 ENTITLED “DESIGNATION OF RECYCLABLE MATERIALS”. 

 

 
Public Comments on Ordinances 11-11 and 11-12. 
 
None. 
 
Motion by C. LaMastra, second by C. Kerge that Ordinances 11-11 and 11-12 be passed on 
second and final reading and are hereby adopted and notice of same shall be published 
according to law. 
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C. LaMastra explained that Ordinance 11-11 imposes parking restrictions on Engle Street 
to allow for a clearer sight line for those exiting from Inness Road. Borough Clerk Aportela-
Hernandez advised that she will now forward a copy of this ordinance to the County for 
their approval. Council asked that Borough Clerk Aportela-Hernandez follow up with the 
County in a few weeks to verify that it has been approved.  
 
C. LaMastra advised that Ordinance 11-12 allows for the collection of more recyclable 
plastics. Mayor Rustin added that this ordinance increases the volume of recycling and will 
have a positive impact on the environment. 

 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 

 
C. Barzelatto: aye C. LaMastra:   aye 
C. Honig: aye C. Lattif: aye 
C. Kerge:   aye C. Warms:  aye 

 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
Councilwoman Kerge Ms. Kerge reported that the Board of Adjustment 

met and dismissed without prejudice the T-Mobile 
and 123 Dean Drive applications as they were 
submitted quite some time ago and nothing more 
has come in on either application. She advised that 
the board approved the application for the 
expansion of Kesser Synagogue on Engle Street. 

 
Councilwoman LaMastra Ms. LaMastra advised that the Recreation Board 

met and Borough Administrator Thompson-Chin 
attended to bring the board up-to-date as to the 
status of the Recreation Director vacancy and the 
football program. The football program is being 
handled by four to five parent volunteers and is 
running smoothly. The board will be submitting 
questions to the Recreation Sub-Committee to be 
asked during the interview process for the 
Recreation Director. Ms. LaMastra also reported 
that Recreation had a great camp season and they 
are currently reviewing the process to determine 
whether any improvements can be made. Ms. 
LaMastra advised that Tom Swift has agreed to 
manage the volunteer work at the Restroom and 
Concession Stand Project. One quote has been 
obtained for the lightning detectors and they are in 
the process of obtaining two additional quotes. Ms. 
LaMastra explained that 135 forms had been issued 
to coaches for fingerprinting and in order to receive 
reimbursement through the Meghan Kanka 
Foundation, a receipt is required. Cosponsored 
sports boards have agreed to cover the costs should 
the receipts not be turned in. Anthony Mason, 
athletic trainer for Tenafly High School, will give a 
presentation on concussion testing. The Skate Park 
will reopen tomorrow as the necessary repairs have 
been completed. 

 
 Ms. LaMastra reported that the Police Commission 

met on August 29th and Chief Bruno advised that 
the Police Department had received a $4,000 grant 
for the Click It or Ticket campaign and $12,000 
from FEMA for the 2010 storm. Officer Robert 
Terranova has received State recognition for 
consecutively making at least 30 DWI arrests per 
year. A grant has been obtained for an auto license 
reader which is able to scan multiple license plates 
at one time. Additional officers are being trained to 
become firearm instructors. Chief Bruno also 
reported that overtime has increased due to the 
decrease in the number of officers and three officers 
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being injured. He advised that he is planning to 
introduce a light duty policy. 

 
C. Barzelatto expressed his concern over the Recreation Board becoming involved in the 
search for the Recreation Director. C. LaMastra responded that the board simply wanted 
input into the search and Borough Administrator Thompson-Chin advised that the lines of 
authority have been made very clear. 
 
Councilman Lattif Mr. Lattif advised that on August 26th, the PBA 

hosted their annual Senior Citizen BBQ Lunch. 
There were approximately 100 people in attendance 
and he reported that it was a very warm occasion 
as the seniors are always very appreciative for 
events such as these.  He reported that Capt. 
Chamberlain took this opportunity to advise 
everyone on safety precautions for Hurricane Irene. 

 
Mayor Rustin Mayor Rustin stated that he had attended the NJ 

Conference of Mayors Breakfast at the Governor’s 
Mansion. He advised that there was a change in the 
agenda from the state of the economy to the impact 
of Hurricane Irene. Governor Christie spoke for 
approximately fifteen minutes with no question and 
answer period.  

  
 Mayor Rustin reported that he had also attended 

the Bergen County Mayor’s Association meeting in 
Hackensack and the President of the Board of 
Public Utilities was the key speaker. The increases 
in the charges for fire hydrants were the first topic 
discussed. As these charges are mostly for the 
maintenance of the fire hydrants and most local 
Fire Departments maintain the hydrants 
themselves, the consensus was that these charges 
do not make sense. The Mayor’s Association 
requested that the BPU reign in these costs. The 
second topic was street lights and the fact that they 
have been replaced with more environmentally-
friendly lighting. This lighting is dimmer and 
requests are being made for additional lighting. As 
charges are based upon the number of street lights, 
they are going to look into switching back to LED 
lighting. The third and final topic was the impact of 
Hurricane Irene and it was agreed that it does not 
make sense to have substations in flood plains.  

 
Councilman Barzelatto Mr. Barzelatto shared sad news that one of the 

Borough’s long-time crossing guards, Egon Lohse 
whose post was at Sunset & Jefferson, passed away 
of a heart attack.  

 
 Mr. Barzelatto reported that the storm response 

was fantastic, with a tremendous effort put in by all 
agencies. He advised that he submitted paperwork 
to the County as there was approximately $350,000 
in damages to the Borough. He advised that 
approximately 5 trees fell on residential properties, 
with two properties sustaining substantial damage. 
Mr. Barzelatto further advised that the Fire 
Department received 125 calls in two and a half 
days, 30 of which were for gas leaks. He expressed 
his appreciation to everyone involved and stated 
that he and Chief Bruno had planned very well for 
this event. 

 
Mayor Rustin advised that Tenafly lost power unexpectedly and the Police Department lost 
communication briefly the Friday after the storm. He reported that at the Mayor’s breakfast, 
it was suggested to add the influx of stormwater into the sewer systems to the FEMA 
request as this will add to the sewer charges. C. Barzelatto responded that he is attending 
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an OEM meeting at the County tomorrow and is going to address communication with 
PSE&G and the OEM chain of command. Mayor Rustin suggested scheduling a meeting 
with PSE&G and Borough Administrator Thompson-Chin responded that she has reached 
out to Dave Hollenbeck, the Borough’s representative from PSE&G, to request a meeting. 
Mr. Hollenbeck advised that he is coordinating a meeting with state and local 
representatives to discuss power outage issues in October, but he is waiting for a location 
such as Bergen Community College or the Teaneck Armory.  
 
Councilman Honig Mr. Honig advised that the Planning Board will 

meet tomorrow and the continuation of the 28 
Elkwood Terrace application will be heard.  

 
 Mr. Honig reported that the ADA Committee had 

met in July and discussed the swings that had 
been installed at Roosevelt Commons and Walnut 
Park. He advised that the swing in Roosevelt 
Commons had been damaged and he asked 
Borough Administrator for an update on when the 
swing will be replaced. Borough Administrator 
Thompson-Chin advised that she is looking at 
obtaining a grant through the CDBG application 
due October 7th and this grant money would most 
likely be received next fall. She explained that this 
lag is due to the Feds holding up the funds. She 
further advised that the Andy Hipolit, Borough 
Engineer, feels that in addition to the swing, there 
needs to be an appropriate access path installed 
and this component should also be included in the 
grant application. Mayor Rustin suggested inviting 
Andy Hipolit and Bob Beutel, DPW Director, to 
attend an ADA meeting to discuss the various 
issues pertaining to the swing installation. Mr. 
Honig also questioned who would be able to issue 
ID cards to residents with special needs. Mayor 
Rustin suggested making a decision as to whether 
the Police Department or Recreation will handle 
administering these cards before the next issue of 
the newsletter so residents can be made aware.  

 
Council requested that the Borough Clerk send a thank you letter on Mayor and Council 
stationary to Ann Moscovitz, the Honor Guard, high school students, and all others involved 
in the 9/11 memorial service. Council agreed that this event was extremely well done and 
acknowledged Ann Moscovitz’s hard work. C. Honig noted C. Barzelatto’ s account of that 
day and acknowledged his heroic efforts as a first responder.  
 
Councilman Warms Mr. Warms advised that the Nature Center will have 

its Wine Tasting Event on Saturday from 6:30 p.m. 
to 9:30 p.m.  

 
   
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
C. Lattif referred to Chief Bruno’s memorandum providing a report on Hurricane Irene and 
specifically, the Chief’s request to provide information on emergency preparations in the 
newsletter. C. Barzelatto responded that he and Chief Bruno had decided to place an OEM 
section in the newsletter and emergency information that is pertinent to that time period 
would be provided.  Borough Administrator Thompson-Chin commented that the amount of 
information provided within the newsletter has been greatly expanded by reaching out to 
groups such as Health, Fire, and TVAC, and everyone has been very cooperative in 
providing submissions. 
  
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
C. Kerge explained that she was unable to attend the 9/11 memorial service as she was 
away on vacation, but has received nothing but positive feedback on the event. She stated 
that she was very touched to learn that Tenafly was involved in the first response efforts 
and thanked C. Barzelatto for his sacrifice. She advised that she visited Belize City during 
her trip and at a museum, she came across a glass display case of the flag of Belize that 
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had flown at the World Trade Center; it had been saved from the wreckage. This display, in 
her opinion, showed that other nations felt the pain of that day and remembered. 
 
C. LaMastra stated that there would be Joint Use Meeting on September 26th and asked 
that Council email Borough Administrator Thompson-Chin with any topics that they would 
like discussed at this meeting. Borough Administrator Thompson-Chin advised that an 
update on the Downey Drive sidewalk and backup during power outages are two issues that 
she is planning to raise during this meeting. 

 
AUDIENCE REMARKS FOR NON-AGENDA ITEMS: 
 
None. 
 
 
MAYOR’S REMARKS: 
 
Mayor Rustin stated that he had distributed to Council information on Project Common 
Bond that is being undertaken by Tenafly High School students. He advised that the goal of 
this project is to obtain 1,000 donors each donating $10 in order to send 6 children of 
families affected by 9/11 to camp.  
 
 
CLOSED SESSION: 
 
Mayor Rustin recognized Borough Attorney William McClure, who read into the record 
Resolution #11-297. 
 
BE IT RESOLVED in compliance with NJSA 10:4-12, the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Tenafly are going into Closed Executive Session to discuss the following matters: 
 
 A. Personnel 

 1. Borough Clerk Evaluation 
 B. Litigation 
  1. Kurtz v. Borough of Tenafly, et al. 

 
Minutes will be taken of the meeting and release to the public at the time that the matter is 
resolved.   After Closed Executive Session, the Mayor and Council will reconvene in the 
Richard D. Wilson Committee Room to adjourn this public meeting. 
 
On a motion C. Kerge, second by C. Honig, the meeting was adjourned to the Closed 
Session in the Committee Room at 9:16 p.m. 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 
 

As there was no further business to come before the Council, on a motion by C. LaMastra, 
second by C. Kerge, and unanimously carried, to adjourn this meeting. The meeting was 
adjourned at 10:20 p.m. 
 
 
 

Lissette Aportela-Hernandez, MPA, RMC 
Borough Clerk 


