
 
Borough of Tenafly 

 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 
MINUTES 

 
TUESDAY, JUNE 21, 2011 

 
PRESENT:   Mayor Peter Rustin and Council members Anthony Barzelatto, 

Barry Honig, Martha Kerge, Nadia LaMastra, Michael Lattif, and 
Jon Warms 

 
ABSENT:       Councilman Barzelatto 
 

  ALSO  
  PRESENT:   Borough Administrator Jewel Thompson-Chin 

Borough Attorney William R. McClure 
 

At 8:22 p.m. Mayor Rustin read the Open Public Meetings Act Statement: “In compliance 
with the Open Public Meetings Act P.L. 1975, chapter 231, the notice requirements have 
been satisfied. Meeting dates for the year are listed in the Annual Agenda; copies are sent to 
the Press Journal, Record, Suburbanite, Northern Valley News and posted on the bulletin 
board in the lobby of the Municipal Center.” 
 
The Salute to the Flag was led by Mayor Peter Rustin. 

 
Motion by C. LaMastra, second by C. Warms, and unanimously carried, 

 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Minutes of March 7, 2011 Budget Meeting, March 8, 2011 
Special Closed Session (not to be released), March 8, 2011 Public Meeting, March 8, 2011 
Closed Session (not to be released), March 10, 2011 Budget Meeting, May 24, 2011 Work 
Session, May 24, 2011 Closed Session (not to be released), May 31, 2011 Special Work 
Session are hereby approved.  
 
REVISIONS TO AGENDA:   
 
Borough Attorney McClure advised that Resolution #R11-208 was being removed from the 
Consent Agenda and placed under New Business. He also stated that Resolution #R11-212 
to approve and execute the Developer's Agreement submitted by Ari Realty, Inc. for the 
project at 7 through 17 Hillside and 4 Highwood Avenue was also being added under New 
Business. 
 
AUDIENCE REMARKS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  
 
Ara Chorluyan, 12 Deerhill Road, Demarest, stated that she is representing Ari Realty, Inc. 
and advised that they have acquired 11, 15, and 17 Hillside Avenue. She noted that 
businesses are now located in these buildings and there has been no parking. She is simply 
trying to build a parking lot to get the employees off of the streets. She explained that the 
equipment to install said parking lot was removed from the property on Saturday. She 



advised that there was a typo in the Developer’s Agreement which has been corrected. She 
stated that Ari Reality, Inc. is 100% owner of the aforementioned properties. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
 A. #R11-192/Approve Expenditures as of June 15, 2011. 

B. #R11-193/Approve Renewal of Alcoholic Beverage Plenary Retail 
Consumption Licenses, Alcoholic Beverage Plenary Retail Distribution 
Licenses, and Club Licenses for 2011-2012 term. 

C. #R11-194/Oppose Senate Bill No. 1351. 
D. #R11-195/Authorize Refund from PB# 1-11-01 Trust Account to Paul Keyes 

Associates - $496.50. 
E. #R11-196/Authorize Refund/Soil Moving and New Construction/59 Day 

Avenue/$11,225.00 plus interest owed to date. 
F. #R11-197/Authorize Refund/Tree Mitigation Escrow/298 Woodland 

Street/$3,000.00 
G. #R11-198/Authorize Refund/Tree Mitigation Escrow/4 North Summit 

Street/$4,200.00. 
H. #R11-199/Approve Outdoor Seating Permit/Café Angelique & Deli Express. 
I. #R11-200/Authorize Refund/Soil Moving and New Construction/221 

Churchill Road/$6,500.00 plus interest owed to date. 
J. #R11-201/Authorize Refund/Tree Mitigation Escrow/101 Deerfield 

Drive/$4,200.00. 
K. #R11-202/Authorize Refund/Soil Moving and New Construction/101 

Deerfield Drive/$6,415.00 plus interest owed to date. 
L. #R11-203/Approve Agreement with Tenafly School District/Aesop Software 
M. #R11-204/Approve Amendment to Master License Agreement/QScend 

Technologies, Inc./Redesign of Borough Website. 
N. #R11-205/Approve Ice Cream Peddler License No. I-4-2011/Awawdeh 
O. #R11-206/Authorize Refund/Soil Moving and Construction of Addition/27 

Brook Road/$6,500.00 plus interest owed to date. 
P. #R11-207/Reject Bids – Downey Drive Sidewalk Improvement 
Q. #R11-208/Accept Proposal for Construction Management Services for the 

Municipal Center Field Concession Stand moved to New Business 
 
Motion by C. Kerge, second by C. Lattif that the Consent Agenda be approved as amended. 
 
On a roll call, the vote on the Consent Agenda was recorded as follows: 
 

C. Barzelatto: absent   C. LaMastra:  aye 
C. Honig:  aye    C. Lattif:  aye  
C. Kerge:    aye    C. Warms:    aye      

 
All members present voting in favor, the Consent Agenda was approved as amended. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

 
A. Ordinances –  
 
The Borough Clerk read into the record: 

 
The following ordinance published herewith was first read by title only on May 24, 2011, 
and posted on the bulletin board of the lobby of the municipal center. 

 



ORDINANCE NO. 11-07 - BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENTS BY THE BOROUGH OF TENAFLY, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW 
JERSEY, APPROPRIATING THE AGGREGATE AMOUNT OF $794,500 THEREFOR AND 
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $754,500 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO 
FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF. 

 
Mayor Rustin opened the floor for any public comments on Ordinances 11-07. 
 
There was no public comment. 
 
Motion by C. LaMastra, second by C. Lattif that Ordinance 11-07 be passed on second and 
final reading and is hereby adopted and notice of same shall be published according to law. 

 

On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 

C. Barzelatto: absent   C. LaMastra:  aye 
C. Honig:  aye    C. Lattif:  aye  
C. Kerge:    aye    C. Warms:    aye      
 

B. 2011 BID Budget –  
 

Mayor Rustin opened the floor for any public comments on the 2011 BID Budget. 
 
There was no public comment. 
 
Motion by C. LaMastra, second by C. Honig that #R11-209/Adoption of Budget and 
Confirmation of Assessment be adopted. 
 

On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 

C. Barzelatto: absent   C. LaMastra:  aye 
C. Honig:  aye    C. Lattif:  aye  
C. Kerge:    aye    C. Warms:    aye      

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
Councilwoman Kerge Ms. Kerge reported that she had attended part of 

the Board of Adjustment meeting the previous 
evening. She advised that there were two 
homeowner applications scheduled to be heard. 
Because there was only five members present and 
in order for an application to be approved there has 
to be at least five affirmative votes, one of the 
applicants chose to postpone their hearing. The 
other applicant, who was asking for a variance for a 
driveway expansion, was denied approval as they 
only received three affirmative votes. She also 
advised that the cell phone tower application for the 
Greek Orthodox Church had been approved on 
June 6th and T-Mobile would appear on July 11th to 
set a date for their hearing.  The hearing for the 
Dean Drive housing application would also 
continue on July 11th. 



 
 Ms. Kerge also reported that Dave Wall, Chairman 

of the Historic Preservation Commission, is working 
to prevent solar panels from being placed in the 
historic district. C. Honig questioned the reason for 
not wanting the solar panels in the historic district 
as they are not disturbing the buildings or homes 
and lessen our dependence on fossil fuels. Ms. 
Kerge responded that she believes the ones that 
have been placed have not been done in the 
appropriate fashion. Mayor Rustin advised that 
when Public Service had received authorization 
from the State to install the solar panels, they were 
told that they are not to be placed in historic 
districts. He believes that it is simply a matter of 
Public Service taking them down.  

 
Councilwoman LaMastra Ms. LaMastra reported that she and Ms. Kerge had 

attended the TVAC annual recognition dinner on 
Friday in which volunteers who have gone above 
and beyond the call of duty were honored. She 
stated that it was a very nice event. 

 
 Ms. LaMastra also advised that two volunteer 

firefighters, Max Werner and Ed Kapach, would be 
leaving for the military and asked that these two 
volunteers be recognized for their service. Council 
agreed that a proclamation should be presented to 
their families at the next public meeting. 

 
Councilman Lattif No report. 
 
  
Councilman Warms No report.  
 
Councilman Honig No report. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:   
 
Motion by C. Lattif, second by C. Honig that #R11-166/Authorize the Closing and 
Cancellation of Inactive Public Assistance Trust Fund be taken from the table. 
 

On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 

C. Barzelatto: absent   C. LaMastra:  nay 
C. Honig:  aye    C. Lattif:  aye  
C. Kerge:    aye    C. Warms:    aye  
 

Motion by C. Lattif, second by C. Honig that #R11-166/Authorize the Closing and 
Cancellation of Inactive Public Assistance Trust Fund be adopted. 

 
 
 
 



On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 

 
C. Barzelatto: absent   C. LaMastra:  nay 
C. Honig:  aye    C. Lattif:  aye  

 C. Kerge:    aye    C. Warms:    aye  
 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
 
A. Confirmation of Appointments. 
Confirm Appointment of Borough Engineer. 
 
Motion by C. Lattif, second by C. LaMastra that #R11-210/Confirm Appointment of 
Borough Engineer/Maser Consulting P.A. be adopted. 
 

On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 

C. Barzelatto: absent   C. LaMastra:  aye 
C. Honig:  aye    C. Lattif:  aye  
C. Kerge:    aye    C. Warms:    aye  
 
 

Confirm Appointment of Borough Auditor 
 
Motion by C. Kerge, second by C. Honig that #R11-211/Confirm Appointment of Borough 
Auditor/Lerch, Vinci, & Higgins LLC be adopted. 
 

On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 

C. Barzelatto: absent   C. LaMastra:  aye 
C. Honig:  aye    C. Lattif:  aye  
C. Kerge:    aye    C. Warms:    aye  

 
B. Introduction of Ordinances 
 

C. Honig moved to introduce and pass on first reading Ordinance 11-09 and set the 
hearing for July 12, 2011 at 8:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard as 
the date and time and the Council Chambers of the Tenafly Municipal Center as the place 
for a hearing on said ordinance.  Seconded by C. Kerge:   

 
The Borough Clerk read the ordinance into the record: 

 
ORDINANCE 11-09 - AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER VII OF THE REVISED 
GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF TENAFLY, ENTITLED “TRAFFIC” IN 
ORDER TO PROHIBIT PARKING DURING CERTAIN HOURS ON CERTAIN STREETS 

 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 

 
C. Barzelatto: absent   C. LaMastra:  aye 
C. Honig:  aye    C. Lattif:  aye  
C. Kerge:    aye    C. Warms:    aye  
 
 



C. Resolutions 
  

1. #R11-212/ Approve Developer’s Agreement/Ari Realty, LLC/Hillside 
Avenue & Highwood Avenue 

 
Motion by C. LaMastra, second by C. Warms that ##R11-212/ Approve Developer’s 
Agreement/Ari Realty, LLC/Hillside Avenue & Highwood Avenue be approved. 
 
 WHEREAS, Ari Realty, Inc. on its behalf and on behalf of 4 Highwood Avenue, 
the owners of the real property located at 7, 11, 15-17 Hillside Avenue and 4 
Highwood Avenue, Tenafly, NJ  has applied to the Tenafly Planning Board to 
construct a parking lot for 11 cars in the rear of the existing buildings that front on 
Hillside Avenue and Highwood Avenue in Block 1012, Lots 4, 5, 6 and 8, 7-17 
Hillside Avenue and 4 Highwood Avenue, Tenafly, N.J.  
 

WHEREAS, acknowledgement is hereby made of Cashier’s Check #600060 in 
the amount of $35,661.60  in lieu of a Performance Bond issued by Valley National 
Bank as a required condition of the Developer’s Agreement; and  

 
WHEREAS, acknowledgement is hereby made of Bank Check #1237 in the 

amount of $3,962.40 which represents the required 10% cash of the Performance 
Bond  and Check #1236 in the amount of $2,806.20  to cover Engineering, Legal 
and Publication/Miscellaneous Fees pursuant to the requirement as stated in the 
Developer’s Agreement; 

 
WHEREAS, acknowledgement is hereby made of a Certificate of Insurance, 

produced by Dale Group, Inc. for Bedford Group, Inc. for General Liability coverage 
in the amount of $2,000.000 each occurrence for personal damage and $500,000 
for property damage which certificate is in effect from May 13, 2011 through May 
13, 2012. 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Tenafly, that the Developer's Agreement submitted by Ari Realty, Inc. for 
the project at 7 through 17 Hillside and 4 Highwood Avenue is hereby approved; 
and 
 
 IS IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby 
authorized to execute said Developer’s Agreement on behalf of the Borough of 
Tenafly. 
 
C. Lattif asked Borough Attorney McClure whether all of the issues that were 
problematic with the Developer’s Agreement had been resolved and Borough Attorey 
McClure advised that the incorrect reference of LLC was corrected to indicate Inc. C. 
Lattif informed Ms. Chorluyan that the Council’s issues were not directed at her. 
Should Council approve the developer’s agreement, C. Lattif also questioned 
whether the governing body could still ask questions of the Planning Board to 
address C. Honig’s concerns. Mayor Rustin advised that it is his intention to ask the 
Chairman of the Planning Board to have the Planning Board Attorney review the 
document to ensure that it is consistent and meets all requirements. He agreed that 
C. Honig’s questions deserve answers, but did not want to delay the project.  
 



C. Honig expressed his concerns about ratifying a document that is not accurate. 
He expressed his opinion that the agreement should be sent back to the Planning 
Board.  
 
C. Kerge also expressed her concern that information was incorrect in the 
agreement, but based upon the explanations of the owner and Borough Attorney 
McClure, she would not vote to disapprove. Borough Attorney McClure advised that 
an amended resolution can be done to reflect the owner’s correct name, Ari Realty 
Inc. He also asked C. Kerge to consider abstaining from this vote as her business is 
across the street. C. Kerge agreed to Borough Attorney McClure’s recommendation 
and stated that she would abstain.  
 
Mayor Rustin asked that it be put on the record that the applicant had provided 
proof of an agreement with the property owner of 4 Hillside Avenue regarding the 
easement and all property owners were involved in said agreement. 
 

On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 

C. Barzelatto: absent   C. LaMastra:  aye 
C. Honig:  nay    C. Lattif:  aye  
C. Kerge:    abstain   C. Warms:    aye  

 
2. #R11-208/Accept Proposal for Construction Management Services for 
the Municipal Center Field Concession Stand 

 
Motion by C. LaMastra, second by C. Warms that #R11-208/Accept Proposal for Construction 
Management Services for the Municipal Center Field Concession Stand be approved. 
 
C. Honig stated that he does not understand why the former Borough Engineer is 
acting as a construction manager for a small project with a fee of $14,000. He 
expressed his concern that the original bids for this project had come in much 
higher than the funds available and expressed his concern that with this fee, the 
project would never be completed. C. Honig questioned whether the Borough can go 
out to bid with a maximum bid amount.  
 
Borough Administrator Thompson-Chin advised that if a project has gone to bid 
three times and the bids were rejected all three times, the Borough can then 
negotiate. She advised that Mr. Hals would not be working as the Borough Engineer 
on this project. She explained that the project had remained dormant for quite some 
time and as such, the Recreation Board had requested that she become involved. 
Mr. Hals has redesigned and streamlined the project in order to reduce costs by 
breaking the project up into various trades. She advised that no bid laws were 
violated in this process. 
 
C. Honig questioned why the Borough did not have to elicit three quotes for the 
construction management services as they had done with the bandstand project. 
Borough Administrator Thompson-Chin explained that this project is not over the 
bid threshold and therefore, three quotes were not necessary. 
 
C. LaMastra explained that this project has stalled due to the bids coming in too 
high. She stated that the Recreation Board asked Mr. Hals to find ways to reduce 
costs. She expressed her opinion that someone needs to take leadership in this 
project to ensure that the project keeps moving along. 



 
Borough Administrator Thompson-Chin remarked that there are additional funds in 
the Recreation trust should additional funding be necessary.  
 
Mayor Rustin pointed out that one of the major functions of a construction manager 
is to ensure that the project comes in under budget.  
 
C. Kerge questioned why the new Borough Engineer could not perform this function. 
Borough Administrator Thompson-Chin advised that this project would require 
someone to oversee the day-to-day activities. Mayor Rustin added that the Borough 
Engineer would charge additionally to perform this function as it is not part of his 
normal duties.  
 
C. Honig asked how Mr. Hals can be awarded this project without seeking other 
quotes. Borough Administrator Thompson-Chin explained that Mr. Hals had taken 
this project on as Borough Engineer and by approving this resolution, it would allow 
him to see this project through to completion. 
 
C. Honig questioned whether this process is appropriate. Borough Attorney McClure 
responded that because the amount is under the bid threshold, it is not unlawful to 
award without obtaining additional quotes. C. Honig inquired why it was then 
necessary for the Council to obtain three quotes for the bandstand project. Borough 
Attorney McClure explained that it is a service that you are asking someone to 
provide as opposed to rendering an improvement.  
 
C. Honig asked whether Maser would also need to be paid to oversee this project. 
Borough Administrator Thompson-Chin responded that there would be a bill from 
the Borough Engineer as with every other project; there is always an engineering line 
item with every capital project. 
 
C. LaMastra stressed that this project will never be completed without someone’s 
oversight. 
 

On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 

C. Barzelatto: absent   C. LaMastra:  aye 
C. Honig:  aye    C. Lattif:  aye  
C. Kerge:    aye    C. Warms:    aye  

 
 
AUDIENCE REMARKS FOR NON-AGENDA ITEMS: 
 
Paul Renaud, 24 Sunset Terrace, explained that he is a construction official, zoning officer, 
and handles property maintenance in Norwood and Englewood Cliffs. He expressed his 
concern over some aspects of the introduced Ordinance 11-08. He offered suggestions on 
how to improve this ordinance such as measuring the building height at the eaves as it will 
allow for better roof structure, attic, and overall appearance of the house.  
 
Mayor Rustin advised that there will be a discussion at a future work session and asked 
that Mr. Renaud attend to have his thoughts heard. C. Lattif asked that Mr. Renaud put his 
suggestions in writing so that they may be provided to the Planning Board. C. Honig 
thanked Mr. Renaud and stated that he is glad that the governing body will accept and 
discuss his comments. 
 



MAYOR’S REMARKS:   
 
None. 
 
 
CLOSED SESSION: To Be Held After the Committee of the Whole Meeting 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
As there was no further business to come before the Council, on a motion by C. LaMastra, 
second by C. Lattif, and unanimously carried, to adjourn this meeting to the Committee of 
the Whole Meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:47 p.m. 
 

Lissette Aportela-Hernandez, MPA, RMC 
Borough Clerk 


