
    

Borough of TenaflyBorough of TenaflyBorough of TenaflyBorough of Tenafly    
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES 

 

TUESDAY, MAY 10, 2011 

 
PRESENT:   Mayor Peter Rustin and Council members Anthony Barzelatto, 

Barry Honig, Martha Kerge, Nadia LaMastra, Michael Lattif, and 
Jon Warms 

 
ABSENT:       None 
 

  ALSO  
  PRESENT:   Borough Administrator Jewel Thompson-Chin 

Borough Attorney William R. McClure 
 

At 9:18 p.m. Mayor Rustin read the Open Public Meetings Act Statement: “In compliance 
with the Open Public Meetings Act P.L. 1975, chapter 231, the notice requirements have 
been satisfied. Meeting dates for the year are listed in the Annual Agenda; copies are sent to 
the Press Journal, Record, Suburbanite, Northern Valley News and posted on the bulletin 
board in the lobby of the Municipal Center.” 
 
The Salute to the Flag was led by Mayor Peter Rustin. 

 

Motion by C. Lattif, second by C. LaMastra and unanimously carried, 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Minutes of February 8, 2011 Work Session, February 8, 2011 
Closed Session (not to be released), February 15, 2011 Public Meeting, February 22, 2011 
Work Session, February 22, 2011 Public Meeting, and February 22, 2011 Closed Session 
(not to be released)  are hereby approved.  
 
 
REVISIONS TO AGENDA:  None. 
 
 
AUDIENCE REMARKS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  
No one came forward. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. #R11-165/Approve Expenditures as of May 4, 2011.  
B #R11-166/Authorize the Closing and Cancellation of Inactive Public 

Assistance Trust Fund. Moved to new business 
 C. #R11-167/Approve Person-to-Person and Place-to-Place Transfer of Plenary 
  Retail Consumption  License – 0261-33-001-005 – Charlie Brown North, Inc 
  to Forge of Tenafly Real Estate Associates, LLC. 
 D. #R11-168/Urge State Legislature to Enact S-54 – Changes Restrictions on 
  Certain County or Municipal Stream Cleaning Activities. 



 E. #R11-169/Execute Developer's Agreement for 16 Central Avenue. 
F. #R11-170/Approve Redemption of Tax Title TTL10-5 – 42 Westervelt Ave. 
G. #R11-171/Approve Refund/Tree Mitigation Escrow/92 Park Street/$400.  
H. #R11-172/Approve Green Purchasing Policy. 
I. #R11-173/Approve LOSAP certification by Tenafly Volunteer Ambulance 
 Corps. 

 J. #R11-174/Approve Refund/Soil Moving and Construction of Addition/ 
  286 Tenafly Road/$6,500. 

K. #R11-175/Amend #R11-41/Add Special Public Meeting on Downey Drive Area 
Pedestrian and Traffic Circulation Study on Tuesday, May 31, 2011 to 2011 
Meeting Schedule. 

L. #R11-176/Approve Refund/Tree Mitigation Escrow/49 Buckingham 
Road/$750. 

M. #R11-177/Approve Refund/Street Opening Bond/121 Sussex Road/$750. 
 
Motion by C. LaMastra, second by C. Lattif that the Consent Agenda be approved as 
amended. 
 
On a roll call, the vote on the Consent Agenda was recorded as follows: 
 

C. Barzelatto: aye  C. LaMastra:  aye  
C. Honig:  aye  C. Lattif:  aye  
C. Kerge:  aye            C. Warms:  aye        

 
All members present voting in favor, the Consent Agenda was approved as amended. 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

 
A. Ordinances – None. 
 

 B. Other - None. 
 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
Councilman Honig Mr. Honig reported that the Planning Board is 

reviewing the Elkwood Terrace issue.  Also, the 
Planning Board approved with him being the lone 
dissenter, to allow the request for the 5 COAH sale 
units at The Crossings to be converted to rentals.  
These units can be rented or sold at COAH specified 
rates. 

 
 C. Lattif inquired whether this action would need 

approval from COAH.  Mr. McClure responded that 
this action does not require COAH approval at this 
time, since COAH prefers sale conversions to 
rentals.   

 
Mayor Rustin added that had the Planning Board 
denied the developer’s request, the developer could 
have taken this issue to COAH or Superior Court. 



 
Councilman Warms Mr. Warms announced that the Environmental 

Commission will hold its Sustainable Tenafly event 
in the McCandless Room on Saturday, May 14th at 
2pm. 

 
 The Chamber will be holding a market 

seminar/breakfast on Thursday, May 12th in 
conjunction with the chambers of Fort Lee and 
Westwood.  It is free for members and $10 for non-
members. 

 
  
Mayor Rustin Mayor Rustin reported that the Bergen County 

Mayor’s event, the attorney for the Bergen County 
Joint Insurance Fund conducted a presentation on 
the cost of insurance.  The cost of employment 
practice liability has exploded and physical injuries 
are minor in comparison.  If a personnel policy is 
not in compliance with the JIF, the deductible and 
liability is impacted. 

 
 
Councilman LaMastra Ms. LaMastra announced that the Recreation Board 

is evaluating the use of the fields and looking into a 
combined system with the Board of Education.  The 
Board of Education does not follow the same 
guidelines as the Borough in which in-season 
sports receive priority.  The Board is getting a 
tremendous push for the use of fields 24/7, but 
factors such as lighting, free play, and scheduling 
for baseball and softball rainouts must be taken 
into consideration.  The Board created a 
subcommittee to develop a computerized system to 
manage field usage.  The issue is that there is not 
enough field space for the amount of participants, 
especially with the growing quantity of adult 
leagues.  The Board is looking into using 
Sunnyside, but it is a grass field and if it is 
overused, it will be unusable in the fall.  Mayor 
Rustin commented that a solution is for the high 
school football field to be converted to artificial turf 
as it is the least used field in Tenafly.   

 
 In other recreation news, Ms. LaMastra reported 

that the Safe-at-Home girls’ softball tournament will 
be held on May 13, 14, and 15.  150 children are 
signed up for Summer Camp, in which 90 are 
residents and 60 are out-of-town participants.  
Complaints have been received from neighboring 
residents concerning the port-o-john for the 
Stillman School field.  The Board will reach out to 
the Board of Education regarding the use of 
bathroom facilities, as it is a quality of life issue. 



 
 The BID Director, Paula Cozzarelli is meeting with 

various businesses and landlords trying to help 
them with any problems they may have, addressing 
vacancies to market the available space, and 
contacting the Building Department regarding any 
issues with permits.  She is an advocate for 
businesses and seeks to minimize any roadblocks 
they may encounter. Mayor Rustin commented how 
the property owner of the Charlie Brown’s location 
was at the front counter today and remarked how 
helpful both Paula and the Borough Clerk were in 
expediting the transfer of the liquor license.  Ms. 
LaMastra described Paula as very approachable 
and resourceful. 

  
 There are 16 delinquencies in the BID assessment 

in the amount of $8000 and requested guidance on 
how the tax office can go forward in collecting these 
funds, since right now, the director is mailing the 
delinquent notices.  She stated that interest may be 
accumulating and if there can be a tax sale.  Mr. 
McClure responded that like municipal taxes it has 
to be over a year before any action can be taken. 

 
 For the Police Commission’s report, Ms. LaMastra 

recognized that Lt. Cantwell has worked his last 
day.  He was in the Tenafly Police Department for 
over 20 years, as well as a volunteer in the Tenafly 
Fire Department and TVAC.  Chief Bruno was 
appointed to the Bergen County Training Advisory 
Board.  14 candidates tested for promotion to 
sergeant.  Chief Bruno met with the BID Director to 
discuss various issues involving traffic and parking 
that impact the downtown.  Ms. LaMastra cited 
some community statistics during an 18 week 
period between January 1st to May 5th that 
included: 4476 calls which required the police to be 
dispatched to a home or business to respond, 
which does not include burglaries or ambulance, as 
these are uncategorized calls which amount to 
about 39 calls per day; 13 DWI arrests; 148 motor 
vehicle crashes; 850 calls to 911; 18 cases of 
identity theft; 18 arrests on warrants; and 17 
thefts.   

 
   
 
Councilman Barzelatto Mr. Barzelatto reported that Detective Hall will be 

riding his motorcycle and Officer Greely will be 
riding his bicycle with other many police officers 
from across the country starting yesterday from 
Ground Zero to Washington, D.C. as a fundraiser 
for monies for the fallen.  A memorial service will be 



held at the police memorial in Washington, D.C. on 
Friday evening and with a ceremony on Saturday.   

 
Mayor Rustin Mayor Rustin noted that Chief Bruno mentioned at 

the Police Commission meeting the change how one 
enters and leaves the municipal parking lot.  This 
was to make it safer for the police to leave from in 
front of the trailers in the event of an emergency. 

 
   
OLD BUSINESS:  None. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  

 

A. #R11-166/Authorize the Closing and Cancellation of Inactive Public 
Assistance Trust Fund. 

 
C. LaMastra explained that she wished to have this resolution pulled for discussion as she 
was led to believe that the balance in the public assistance fund was only a couple of 
hundred dollars, but she sees that there is actually almost $5300, which would be 
reallocated to surplus upon cancellation. She inquired if when the trust was set up, were 
there any specific uses for this money, such as for seniors or others that may need help in 
the community.  Mayor Rustin stated that allocating the funds to surplus would really be 
the greatest benefit for all the tax payers. C. Honig concurred.  C. Warms explained that the 
reason the funds are being canceled was because several years ago, public assistance 
activities were transferred to the County.  C. Barzelatto recommended reaching out to the 
houses of worship to find out if any families in the community are in need, such as for food.  
Mayor Rustin recommended tabling the resolution for discussion on the next work agenda. 
 
Motion by C. LaMastra, second by C. Kerge to table R#11-166 to May 24th Work Session for 
discussion and for action at a subsequent public meeting, was unanimously carried. 
 

B. Residency and Appointment of Police Officers.  
 
C. Honig wished to reverse a policy as to why new police officers are not allowed to 
be residents of Tenafly.  Mayor Rustin stated that this is not a policy. 
 
C. Honig explained that in terms of moving forward of new hires given the cost and 
importance of policing the town, the governing body should have the authority to provide 
advice and consent on the candidates selected by the Police Commission, as it is too big of 
an expenditure and too big of a job.  The consensus of the majority of Council was to list 
this matter for discussion on the first work session in June. 
 
 

C. Walnut Park Swing. 
 
On behalf of the ADA Committee, C. Honig spoke with Bob Beutel to determine if 
there will be an ADA accessible swing at Walnut Park.  One or two of the swings at 
the park can be adapted to an accessible swing.   
 
Mrs. Thompson-Chin reported that the issue was researched and Mr. Beutel 
recommended for a much more cost effective plan, where there is already an ADA 
accessible swing at Roosevelt Common, to swap that for an inclusive swing, which 



can be utilized by children with much more severe disabilities.  There is already a 
ramp at that location.  This would cost $750, as opposed to installing an ADA swing 
at a cost of over $2000 at Walnut Park. 
 
C. Honig requested that Council authorize him to report this update back to the ADA 
Committee.  C. LaMastra mentioned that Walnut Park only has infant/toddler 
swings for children under 2 years of age.  C. Warms explained that the park 
experience frequently involves usage of the swings and the limitation of the swings in 
Walnut Park take away from the experience.  Council requested that Mrs. 
Thompson-Chin obtain clarification from Mr. Beutel on this issue of swings.   
 
 

D. Introduction of Ordinances  
 
C. Barzelatto moved to introduce and pass on first reading Ordinance 11-06 and set the 
hearing for May 24, 2011 at 8:45 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard as 
the date and time and the Council Chambers of the Tenafly Municipal Center as the place 
for a hearing on said ordinance.  Seconded by C. Honig:   
 
The Borough Clerk read the ordinance into the record: 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 11-06 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER II, ARTICLE 
V OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF 
TENAFLY, CREATING A “FIRE COMMITTEE” 

 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 

 
C. Barzelatto: aye  C. LaMastra:  aye  
C. Honig:  aye  C. Lattif:  aye  
C. Kerge:  aye            C. Warms:  aye        
 

 
AUDIENCE REMARKS FOR NON-AGENDA ITEMS: 
No one came forward. 
 
MAYOR’S REMARKS:  None. 
 
CLOSED SESSION: 
 
Mayor Rustin recognized Borough Attorney William McClure, who read into the record 
Resolution 11-178 
 
BE IT RESOLVED in compliance with NJSA 10:4-12, the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Tenafly are going into Closed Executive Session to discuss the following matters: 
 

  A. Personnel 
   1. Health Benefits for Municipal Judge. 
   2. Evaluation of Borough Administrator. 
 

 
  

Minutes will be taken of the meeting and release to the public at the time that the matter is 
resolved.   After Closed Executive Session, the Mayor and Council will reconvene in the 
Richard D. Wilson Committee Room to adjourn this public meeting. 



 
There being no further business to come before the Council, on a motion from C. LaMastra, 
seconded by  C. Warms, and all present voting in favor, the meeting was adjourned to the 
Closed Session in the Committee Room at 9:59 p.m. 
 

 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 

As there was no further business to come before the Council, on a motion by C. LaMastra, 
second by C. Lattif, and unanimously carried, to adjourn this meeting.  The meeting was 
adjourned at 11:18  p.m. 
 

Lissette Aportela-Hernandez, MPA, RMC 
Borough Clerk 

 

 


