
Borough of TenaflyBorough of TenaflyBorough of TenaflyBorough of Tenafly    
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES 
 

TUESDAY, APRIL 12, 2011 
 
 
 

PRESENT:   Mayor Peter Rustin and Council members Anthony Barzelatto, Barry 
Honig, Martha Kerge, Nadia LaMastra, Michael Lattif, and Jon Warms 

 
ABSENT:       None 
 

  ALSO  
  PRESENT:   Borough Administrator Jewel Thompson-Chin 

Borough Attorney William R. McClure 
 

At 8:19 p.m. Mayor Rustin read the Open Public Meetings Act Statement: “In compliance with the 
Open Public Meetings Act P.L. 1975, chapter 231, the notice requirements have been satisfied. 
Meeting dates for the year are listed in the Annual Agenda; copies are sent to the Press Journal, 
Record, Suburbanite, Northern Valley News and posted on the bulletin board in the lobby of the 
Municipal Center.” 
 
The Salute to the Flag was led by Mayor Peter Rustin. 

 
 

Motion by C. Lattif, second by C. Barzelatto  and unanimously carried, 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Minutes of Special Work Session of January 11, 2011, Closed Session of 
January 11, 2011 (not to be released), Work Session of January 25, 2011, and Closed Session of 
January 25, 2011 (not to be released) are hereby approved.  
 
 
REVISIONS TO AGENDA: 
There were no revisions to the agenda. 
 
 
AUDIENCE REMARKS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  
No one came forward. 
 
 
PROCLAMATION FOR THE RETIREMENT OF FRANK FORCIER, DPW EMPLOYEE: 
Mayor Rustin presented Mr. Forcier with a proclamation and desk clock in appreciation of his 40 years 
of service to the Borough.  C. Barzelatto acknowledged that Mr. Forcier also served as a volunteer 
member of the Tenafly Fire Department for 22 years. 
 
 
 



CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
A. #R11-142/ Approve Expenditures as of April 6, 2011 
B. #R11-143/Approve Refunds – Tax Court Judgments for 2009 & 2010 
C. #R11-144/Approve 2010 Delinquent Tax Sale List 
D. #R11-145/Approve Outdoor Seating Permits/ Brasserie and HAMSA 
E. #R11-146/Approve Raffle Application #RA989/Cathedral of St. John the Theologian/06-05-11 
F. #R11-147/Adopt Safety Management Program 
G. #R11-148/Approve Refund/Tree Mitigation Escrow/168 Serpentine Road/$5,840.00 
H. #R11-149/Amend #R11-41/Add Special Work Session on Tuesday, May 17, 2011 to 2011 

Meeting Schedule 
 
Motion by C. Lattif, second by C. LaMastra that the Consent Agenda be approved. 
 
On a roll call, the vote on the Consent Agenda was recorded as follows: 
 

C. Barzelatto: aye  C. Honig: aye  
C. Kerge:  aye  C. LaMastra:  aye  
C. Lattif: aye     C. Warms:  aye 

 
All members present voting in favor, the Consent Agenda was approved. 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 
Ordinances  
 
The Borough Clerk read into the record: 

 
The following ordinances published herewith was first read by title only on March 22, 2011, and 
posted on the bulletin board of the lobby of the municipal center. 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 11-03 – AN ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET 
APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A: 
4-45.14 FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2011 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 11-04 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER II,  SECTION 2-22 TO 
CREATE AND ORGANIZE THE “DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS”; AMENDING CHAPTER II, 
SECTION 2.7b ENTITLED  “DEPARTMENTS”; AMENDING CHAPTER II, SECTION 2-8.4 
ENTITLED   “DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES”; and AMENDING CHAPTER V,  SECTION 
5-2.1 RELATING TO PET LICENSING. 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 11-05 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 10-28 PERTAINING TO 
SALARY, WAGE OR COMPENSATION OF CERTAIN ADMINISTRATIVE EMPLOYEES OF 
THE BOROUGH OF TENAFLY IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY. 
 
Mayor Rustin opened the floor for any public comments on Ordinances 11-03, 11-04, and 11-05. 
 
No one came forward. 
 



 
Motion by C. LaMastra, second by C. Lattif  that Ordinances 11-03, 11-04, and 11-05 be passed on 
second and final reading and is hereby adopted and notice of same shall be published according to law. 

 

On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 

C. Barzelatto: aye  C. Honig: aye  
C. Kerge:  aye  C. LaMastra:  aye  
C. Lattif: aye     C. Warms:  aye 

 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
Councilwoman Kerge Ms. Kerge announced that a major portion of last week’s 

Board of Adjustment meeting was concerning a proposed 
development on Dean Drive.  No decision was made, but 
discussions on this project will continue.  

 
Councilman LaMastra Ms. LaMastra announced that the Welcome Committee 

determined to continue publishing its welcome packet, 
which is a huge reference tool.  Pages will be 
consolidated where possible.   

 
 The BID is meeting on Mondays, twice a month and is 

developing a mission with goals and a plan for the 
downtown business area.  In the near future, the new BID 
director will attend a Council meeting. 

 
 At the Recreation Committee meeting, members 

discussed field usage and meeting the needs of the sports 
organizations.  The members noticed a drop in some 
sports and are seeking ways to encourage participation.  
Summer Camp registration is underway with currently 70 
registrants and a waiting list for out-of-town residents.  

 
Councilman Warms Mr. Warms announced that the Chamber of Commerce 

will hold a Meet & Greet on April 27th at the Elks Lodge 
and the new BID director will speak at that event.  

 
Councilman Barzelatto Mr. Barzelatto reported that the Youth Services 

Committee held a get-together for 5th grade students with 
the Board of Education and the principal of the middle 
school to speak to parents about the transition from 5th to 
6th grade. 

 
Councilman Honig Mr. Honig reported that the Planning Board approved a 

new business, which is a bikini shop.  The Board 
discussed the notion of converting 5 units at The Crossing 
from COAH sale units to rental units.  The planner will 



discuss the implications for keeping the units as sale units 
instead of rentals at tomorrow’s meeting.  

  
Mayor Rustin Mayor Rustin added to Councilman Honig’s report that 

the bikini shop is coming along and the affordable 
housing issue ties into Council’s review of the marketing 
efforts of the Bergen County Housing Authority, since 
qualified buyers are not being provided. 

  
   
OLD BUSINESS: 
None. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
 
C. Honig inquired about an entry on the daily police report wherein TVAC was unable to respond to a 
6:00 AM call and that Englewood needed to be called in to respond.  C. LaMastra responded that such 
an event is a rare occasion since TVAC is fully staffed.  Mayor Rustin noted that situations like these 
are why the Borough participates in Mutual Aid. 
 
 
AUDIENCE REMARKS FOR NON-AGENDA ITEMS: 
 
Leah Similonis – 230 Hickory Avenue – stated that she applied to expand her house in July of 2009 
and was rejected.  She revised the plans and was rejected again.  She inquired when she can appeal her 
application to the Mayor and Council as she has been waiting for 2 years to make modification on her 
small property, which is minor construction to the rear of the house that maintains the integrity of the 
property and the neighborhood.  She complained about the large project being constructed nearby on 
Jefferson and Newcomb. 
 
C. Honig inquired how the Mayor and Council can hear this matter.  Mr. McClure responded that the 
governing body does not hear this type of appeal from a Board of Adjustment case.  The only appeals 
that reach the Mayor and Council involve the granting of a use various.  This case can only be 
appealed to Superior Court. 
 
Mayor Rustin advised that the governing body will hold a special meeting to review various revisions 
to the Land Development Regulations on May 17th.  C. Warms confirmed that the proposed revisions 
will address this resident’s matter. 
 
Robert Obernauer – 343 Tenafly Road – Clinton Auto – reported that his 2010 property assessment 
was $726,100 and was updated on January 3, 2011 to $851,700.  He received a letter from the 
appraisal company in February advising him that the calculation of the land formula needed to be 
corrected and the assessment increased to $1.4 million.  He requested that the property appraisal be 
nullified and recalculated to reflect the property’s true market value.  He explained that the purchase 
price of $1.8 million was for the property and additional equipment in December 8, 2010.  He stated he 
was advised by the Borough Assessor’s office that his only recourse was to go through the tax appeals 
process and was denied the right to discuss his appraisal. 
 



Mayor Rustin advised Mr. Obernauer that the Council does not have the authority to overturn the 
appraisal.  Mr. McClure explained that he needs to go through the tax appeal process because the 
appraisal records for the revaluation were already filed with the County.  By filing the appeal, it will 
preserve Mr. Obernauer’s rights and allow for a discussion on the appraisal calculation to be conducted 
with the Tax Assessor and the appraisal company, in which the closing date of the sale can be taken 
into consideration.  To file a tax appeal does not require the services of an attorney.  In order for the 
records to be changed, an appeal must be filed so that the Assessor has the authority to make any 
adjustments.  Mayor Rustin recommended that Mr. Obernauer contact the Assessor to discuss this 
process and if he is not able to arrange such a meeting, to contact the Administrator. 
 
 
MAYOR’S REMARKS: 
None. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
There being no further business to come before the Council, on a motion from C. LaMastra, seconded 
by C. Honig, and all present voting in favor, the meeting was adjourned to the Budget Meeting in the 
Committee Room at 9:06 p.m. 
   


