
Borough of TenaflyBorough of TenaflyBorough of TenaflyBorough of Tenafly    
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES 
 

TUESDAY, MARCH 22, 2011 
 

 

At 9:48 p.m. Mayor Rustin read the Open Public Meetings Act Statement: “In compliance 
with the Open Public Meetings Act P.L. 1975, chapter 231, the notice requirements have 
been satisfied. Meeting dates for the year are listed in the Annual Agenda; copies are sent to 
the Press Journal, Record, Suburbanite, Northern Valley News and posted on the bulletin 
board in the lobby of the Municipal Center.” 
 
The Salute to the Flag was led by Mayor Peter Rustin. 

 

 

PRESENT:    Mayor Peter Rustin and Council members Anthony Barzelatto, Barry 
 Honig, Martha Kerge, Nadia LaMastra, Michael Lattif, and Jon Warms 

 
ABSENT:        None 

 
ALSO  PRESENT:   Borough Administrator Jewel Thompson-Chin, Borough Attorney  
   William R. McClure. Chief Financial Officer Gene Vinci 
 

 
Revisions to Agenda: 
 
Borough Attorney McClure advised that Resolution #R11-134 to approve the Labor Attorney 
Contract would be removed from the Consent Agenda and placed under New Business. 
 
Public Comments: Audience members wishing to speak will have a three (3) minute time 
limit to address the governing body; each will be given the opportunity to speak in turn, with 
no one speaking a second time until all have been given a first opportunity. Large groups are 
asked to have a spokesperson represent them. 
 
Mayor Rustin reminded the public that there is a video recording taking place this evening. 
He stated that C. Honig had indicated that the video is to be placed onto the internet and 
asked that C. Honig provide input as to the status of this process. C. Honig responded that 
he is in the process of arranging his own website upon which to place these recordings and 
is anticipating that it will be done within the next week or two. 
 
Bulent Abali, 53 Downey Drive, expressed his opinion that the sidewalk is being built for 5 
households that may or may not use it to travel to Smith School. He advised that the traffic 
circle in front of the school had been closed at the beginning of this year, causing a huge 
backup. He expressed his opinion that if the school reopens the circle, this option would 
provide more access to cars than installing a sidewalk. 
 
Lisa Giordano, 48 Downey Drive, stated that she and the other residents of Downey Drive 
have asked numerous times to be included in the study considerations. She expressed her 
opinion that no one ever having seen the scope is unacceptable and as this has been a 
controversy for ten years, the scope needs to be written correctly. She advised that she had 



written a letter on March 14th listing her issues with the Engle Street plans such as the 
amount of impervious coverage caused by this new sidewalk as well as the fact that the 
sidewalk is being installed over roots. She also stated that aesthetics have not been taken 
into account. She stated that she expects a response to each of the issues she raised in her 
letter. 
 
C. Honig responded that the Council is hoping to have the study completed prior to the 
installation of the sidewalk and are seeking an extension to award the bid for the Downey 
Drive Sidewalk installation. He stated that he agrees that resident input should be 
incorporated into the study. 
 
David Simpson, 12 Woodland Park Drive, stated that although he is not directly impacted 
by the installation of the sidewalk, he has noticed the number of trees that line Downey 
Drive and is concerned that these trees will be destroyed. 
 
Samuel Acquah, 92 Downey Drive, expressed his disbelief that the sidewalk installation can 
be completed for $38,000 as the cost for installing a sidewalk in front of his home and one 
other was $19,000. He sked that the governing body also look into putting a retaining wall 
to protect children from the brook. He ended by expressing his opinion that the Board of 
Education has never looked at any alternatives to the sidewalk. 
 
Schowl Hedvat, 28 Elkwood Terrace, stated that he had submitted a complaint about his 
neighbor and had been told that it would be addressed tonight, but it is not on the agenda. 
Mayor Rustin advised that this issue would be addressed when Council reopens the 
Committee of the Whole meeting. Mr. Hedvat requested that there be sufficient time allotted 
to this issue. C. Honig and C. Kerge asked that they allow time for Mr. Hedvat to be heard 
during the discussion. Council agreed to allow Mr. Hedvat to participate in the discussion. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 
A. #R11-126/Approve March Expenditures as of March 16, 2011 
B. #R11-127/ Approve Refund/Tree Mitigation Escrow/68 Woodland 
 Street/$8,000.00 
C. #R11-128/ Amend #R11-41/Add Special Committee of the Whole and Closed 
 Session Meetings on Tuesday, March 29, 2011 to 2011 Meeting Schedule 
D. #R11-129/Approve Developer’s Agreement/ DeCarlo Landscape Design and 
 Maintenance Site Plan/Variance Application/255 County Road 
E. #R11-130/Approve Issuance/Ice Cream Peddler’s licenses/Corbo 
F. #R11-131/Approve 2011 Contract/Fireworks Display/International Fireworks 
 Mfg. Co.  
G. #R11-132/Amend #R11-92/Approve Refund/Marlborough Co-op 73B Demott 
 Street/Tax Exempt 
H. #R11-133/ Authorize 2010 Appropriation Reserve Transfers  
I. #R11-134/Approve Labor Attorney Contract/Mark S. Ruderman, Esq. of 
 Ruderman & Glickman, PC Moved to New Business 

 
Motion by C. LaMastra, second by C. Barzelatto that the Consent Agenda be approved as 
amended. 
 

On a roll call, the vote on the Consent Agenda was recorded as follows: 
 

C. Barzelatto: aye    C. LaMastra:  aye  
C. Honig:    aye    C. Lattif:  aye 
C. Kerge:     aye    C. Warms:  aye          



 
All members present voting in favor, the Consent Agenda was approved as amended.  
 
8:45 P.M. – PUBLIC  HEARINGS 

A. Ordinances  

 

Ms. Dodd read into the record: 
 

The following ordinance published herewith was first read by title only on February 15, 
2011, and posted on the bulletin board of the lobby of the municipal center. 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 11-02 - AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER XXXV, SECTION 35-1008 
(ENTITLED “PLANNING SUBMISSION”) AND SECTION 35-1010 (ENTITLED “FEES AND 
EXPENSES”) OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF TENAFLY 
 
Public Comments on Ordinance 11-02. 
 
There were no public comments. 
 
Motion by C. LaMastra, second by C. Kerge that Ordinance 11-02 be passed on second and 
final reading and is hereby adopted and notice of same shall be published according to law. 

 

On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 

C. Barzelatto: aye    C. LaMastra:  aye  
C. Honig:    aye    C. Lattif:  aye 
C. Kerge:     aye    C. Warms:  aye          

 
 

B. Other – None 

 

Committee Reports 
 
Councilwoman Kerge No report. 
 
Councilwoman LaMastra Ms. LaMastra reported that the BID met twice to 

conduct vision planning and develop goals. She 
advised that the new director, Paula Cozarelli, is 
being placed at an empty desk in the Health 
Department and she will be asked to attend a 
Council meeting to be formally introduced to the 
governing body.  

 
 Ms. LaMastra also advised that Recreation had met 

and reported that they are about half way through 
the fingerprinting process for the baseball coaches. 

 
Councilman Lattif No report. 
 
Mayor Rustin Mayor Rustin reported that the Board of 

Adjustment met last night and the application for 
the cell tower by the Greek church was heard but 



not completed. He advised that the tower has been 
built but is not yet operational. 

  
Councilman Warms Mr. Warms advised that the Board of Health had 

met and there was a discussion about rabies 
vaccinations for dogs. Although it is traditional to 
have dogs inoculated at a number of local 
veterinarians, there is no formal agreement 
governing rabies vaccinations. 

 
Councilman Barzelatto Mr. Barzelatto reported that he had had a 

conversation with FEMA regarding the December 
26th winter storm, had signed the paperwork, and 
the Borough should be receiving a sizable check. 

 
Councilman Honig Mr. Honig reported that the Planning Board met 

last Wednesday and they appointed David Hals as 
their engineer. Mr. Honig commented that he was 
the only dissenting voice as he felt they should have 
waited to see who the Mayor and Council appointed 
as Borough Engineer. 

 
C. LaMastra advised that the Mayor and Council had received a notice that the Library is 
having a book sale March 25, 26, and 27, 2011. 
 
C. Lattif questioned whether the Planning Board had approved two new nail salons. Mayor 
Rustin advised that since it was an approved use, the Planning Board had no authority to 
deny the applications. C. Lattif asked Borough Attorney McClure whether the governing 
body has the authority to amend the zoning ordinance in a restrictive manner. Borough 
Attorney McClure responded that the Council can change what is permitted within the zone 
and this change would then be sent to the Planning Board to determine consistency with 
the Master Plan. C. Kerge commented that she remembers the Mayor and Council taking 
the lead in changing the B-2 Zone to permit dog grooming. She expressed her opinion that 
they need to have special meetings to look at the various zones and come up with a 
progressive zoning plan. C. Barzelatto stated that massage parlors should also be looked at 
as another business to consider restricting as there have been two arrests involving the 
same massage parlor. Council agreed to place amending the zoning ordinance to restrict 
nail salons and massage parlors on a future work session. 
 
Old Business 
 
None. 
 
New Business 
 

A. #R11-135/Introduce 2011 Municipal Budget 
 

  Motion to adopt Resolution 11-135 and setting April 26, 2011 at 8:00 p.m. or 
  as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard as the date and time and the 
  Council Chambers of the Tenafly Municipal Center as the place for a hearing 
  on the adoption of the 2011 Municipal Budget.   
 
Motion by C. Kerge, second by C. Barzelatto that the #R11-135 be approved. 
 



On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 
 

C. Barzelatto: aye    C. LaMastra:  aye  
C. Honig:    aye    C. Lattif:  aye 
C. Kerge:     aye    C. Warms:  aye           

 
  
 B. Introduction of Ordinances  
 
C. LaMastra moved that the following ordinances be introduced and passed on first reading 
and set April 12, 2011 at 8:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard as the 
date and time and the Council Chambers of the Tenafly Municipal Center as the place for a 
hearing on said ordinances. Seconded by C. Lattif. 
 
Ms. Dodd read the ordinances into the record:   
 
ORDINANCE NO. 11-03 – AN ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET 
APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK  PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-
45.14 FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2011 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 11-04 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER II, SECTION 2-22 
TO CREATE AND ORGANIZE THE “DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS”; AMENDING 
CHAPTER II, SECTION 2.7b ENTITLED “DEPARTMENTS”; AMENDING CHAPTER II, 
SECTION 2-8.4 ENTITLED “DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES”; and AMENDING 
CHAPTER V, SECTION 5-2.1 RELATING TO PET LICENSING. 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 11-05 – AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE SALARY, WAGE, OR 
COMPENSATION OF CERTAIN ADMINISTRATIVE, LIBRARY, CIVILIAN  DISPATCHERS 
AND PART TIME EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF TENAFLY IN THE COUNTY OF 
BERGEN AND THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY, FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR 2011 
 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 

C. Barzelatto: aye    C. LaMastra:  aye  
C. Honig:    aye    C. Lattif:  aye 
C. Kerge:     aye    C. Warms:  aye          
 
 
C. #R11-134/Approve Labor Attorney Contract/Mark S. Ruderman, Esq. of 
 Ruderman & Glickman, PC 

 

Motion by C. LaMastra, second by C. Lattif that #R11-134 be approved. 
 
C. Honig stated that he had voted no to the resolution appointing the labor attorney 
because he did not agree with the process and felt uncomfortable with the fact that C. Lattif 
was absent for the vote. He stated that the full governing body did not have the opportunity 
to interview both candidates and asked that those members who were not present during 
both interviews recuse themselves from this vote.  
 
C. Lattif asked for clarification that the vote tonight is to approve the contract and Borough 
Attorney McClure advised that this vote is to approve the form of contract; the appointment 
has already been confirmed.  



 
 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 

C. Barzelatto: aye    C. LaMastra:  aye  
C. Honig:    aye    C. Lattif:  aye 
C. Kerge:     aye    C. Warms:  aye          

 
 

 
D. #R11-136/Amend Temporary Budget  

 
 

Motion by C. LaMastra, second by C. Barzelatto that #R11-136 be approved. 
 
C. Lattif asked why the temporary budget needs to be amended. Mr. Vinci, Chief Financial 
Officer advised that as the initial temporary budget is 26% of the 2010 budget, certain line 
items require additional monies as the year progresses. 
 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 

C. Barzelatto: aye    C. LaMastra:  aye  
C. Honig:    aye    C. Lattif:  aye 
C. Kerge:     aye    C. Warms:  aye          

 
Mayor’s Remarks 
 
None. 
 
Adjournment: 
 
There being no further business to come before the Council, on a motion from C.Lattif, 
seconded by  C. LaMastra, and all present voting in favor, the meeting was adjourned to the 
Committee of the Whole Meeting in the Committee Room at 10:46 p.m. 
 

 
Respectively submitted,  

 
Jewel Thompson-Chin 
Acting Borough Clerk 

 
 

 
 


