
Borough of TenaflyBorough of TenaflyBorough of TenaflyBorough of Tenafly    
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES 

 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2011 

 

 

PRESENT:   Mayor Peter Rustin and Council members Anthony Barzelatto, Barry Honig
  Martha Kerge, Nadia LaMastra, Michael Lattif, and Jon Warms 
 
ABSENT:         
  
ALSO PRESENT:   Borough Administrator Jewel Thompson-Chin 

Borough Attorney William R. McClure 
 

At 8:32 p.m. Mayor Rustin read the Open Public Meetings Act Statement: “In compliance 
with the Open Public Meetings Act P.L. 1975, chapter 231, the notice requirements have 
been satisfied. Meeting dates for the year are listed in the Annual Agenda; copies are sent to 
the Record, Suburbanite, and Northern Valley News and posted on the bulletin board in the 
lobby of the Municipal Center.” 
 
The Salute to the Flag was led by Mayor Peter Rustin. 
 

Motion by C. LaMastra, second by C. Lattif and unanimously carried, 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Minutes of September 27, 2011 Public Meeting, September 27, 
2011 Closed Session (not to be released), and October 4, 2011 Closed Session (not to be 
released), are hereby approved. 
 
 
REVISIONS TO AGENDA: 
 
Borough Attorney McClure advised that the approval of the Minutes of the September 27, 
2011 Work Session is being removed from the agenda. He also advised that Resolution 
#R11-329 to authorize additional engineering services for Train Station lighting 
improvements is being removed from the Consent Agenda and being placed under New 
Business and Resolution #R11-334 to authorize an extension of Urbana/SSE contract to 
include a DEIS review and downtown circulation study, with $15,000 being allocated to 
said study, is being added under New Business.  
 
AUDIENCE REMARKS FOR AGENDA ITEMS: 
 
Johanne Gambrill, Ravine Road, stated that she has heard Urbana’s traffic report presented 
three times and has two concerns. She would like to know how their information was 
collected and how they came to their conclusions. She asked that Council ask these 
questions of Urbana. 
 
Alan Todd, Woodhill Road, stated that he moved to Tenafly six years ago and his in-laws 
have lived here for forty years. He expressed his opinion that having a dog park would be 
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good for the town as it would provide community and safety benefits. He believes that it will 
be very well-received and will give people reasons to want to come to Tenafly and live here. 
 
Marilyn Brown, Windsor Road, explained that she equates bringing your dog to a dog park 
to how you would socialize with your child. She feels that it would provide a safe 
environment and provide the dogs with great exercise. 
 
Andrew Chertoff, 15 Sisson Terrace, advised that he had lived in Manhattan and had taken 
his dog to various dog runs where he was able to give the dog exercise and meet other 
people. He believes that the benefits outweigh the negatives and asked Council to consider 
the request for a dog park. 
 
Mel Lubens, 33 Stonybrook Road, stated that there was a study done five years ago for the 
traffic light system, but the traffic has outgrown this system as there is not enough time 
between lights. He also questioned who would maintain the dog park and how it would 
affect property taxes as there will be costs associated with insurance and DEP inspections. 
He expressed his opinion that it is up to individual dog owners to take care of their own 
dogs. 
 
Kevin Mallon, 51 Morris Road, expressed his opinion that a dog park would be a great idea 
for Tenafly as it would allow for socialization and bring business into the downtown area. 
 
Hermina Andrews, 553 Knickerbocker Road, stated that she is against a dog park. She 
advised that she had been involved in animal welfare, being a member of various humane 
societies, and she has always taken care of her own pets. She suggested sending dogs to 
school for socialization and expressed her opinion that a dog park is unnecessary.  
 
Anne Kelly, 24 Midwood Road, expressed her opposition to the dog park and expressed her 
opinion that dogs belong in a backyard. She believes the dog park would impose on the 
taxpayers. 
 
Maureen Lederer, Windsor Road, expressed that she is in favor of a dog park. She explained 
that it will allow for socialization and she does not feel that it will be a burden on taxpayers. 
 
 
PRESENATIONS: 
Consideration for Dog Park by Dog Park Committee 
 
Bernard Ellenson, Oak Avenue, explained that the plan that they are presenting this 
evening has been in the works for six months and the Dog Park Committee believes that it 
is very viable. He expressed his opinion that a dog park would enhance the quality of life in 
Tenafly as it will be an attraction to bring people into the town and allow residents to meet 
other residents within the town. 
 
Allison Chertoff, 15 Sisson Terrace, explained that they had created an online petition and 
they received 150 respondents in support of a dog park, 70% of which were Tenafly 
residents. She advised that 300 additional petitions in support of the dog park were 
collected at Woofstock. 
 
Andrew Mikesh, Sherwood Road, advised that they are committed to start fundraising and 
start a non-profit organization so as to not expend any taxpayer money. He explained that 
they would like to work with the Borough to research any state or federal grants that may 
be available. He advised that the cost to build the park is estimated to be between $25,000 
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to $40,000 and then there will be costs for maintenance and upkeep yearly which the 
committee plans to fund through donations. Mr. Ellenson added that they plan to pursue 
corporate grants or gifts. 
 
Mr. Ellenson stated that there are two possible locations for the park, the Oval Park or 
Roosevelt Commons. He advised that the Committee is requesting that the Borough 
Engineer conduct a professional survey of both locations not only to give an idea of what 
building in either location would entail but also to give a better idea of cost and allow them 
to make a decision as to which location to choose. He expressed his opinion that this 
request is not an expensive one and advised that the committee would be conducting 
fundraising activities and asked that the Borough Administrator to pursue funds on the 
government side. 
 
C. Lattif applauded the committee for their passion and remarked that he would like to see 
a dog park in Tenafly. He criticized the fact that the committee only spoke from the point-of-
view of the dog owners and lovers as Council needs to consider the entire community in 
making their decision. He remarked that the Council was told that the building of this park 
would require no taxpayer money, but already the services of the engineer are being 
requested at the expense of the taxpayer. He also expressed his opinion that relying on 
donations to maintain the park is a prescription to tap into taxpayer money. He also 
expressed his concern over Roosevelt Common as a potential site as Council has received 
correspondence opposing this location. 
 
As he has a special relationship with his dog, C. Honig expressed his support for a dog park 
in Tenafly. However, he expressed his concern over the interaction between dogs and urged 
that separate areas for large and small dogs be strictly enforced. He stated that he would 
support the engineer looking into both locations, but asked that the committee raise the 
funds to pay for the study by reaching out to those who signed the petition supporting the 
dog park. He expressed his opinion that corporate sponsorship and grant money are scarce 
at best. 
 
C. Kerge stated that when this idea was initially proposed and Roosevelt Commons and the 
Oval Park were cited as two possible locations, she had asked that other sites be 
investigated. She expressed her opinion that both areas are much too congested.  
 
C. Barzelatto stated that he would choose the circle as the location for the dog park as it is 
close to the downtown area and there is parking available. He suggested using the money 
being allocated to the Train Station lighting instead for the dog park.  
 
C. Kerge suggested looking into the parking lot on the corner of Riveredge and Tenafly 
Roads as a possible location as it is barely used, would be just as big as the other locations, 
and would be convenient for parking.  
 
The consensus of Council was to consider the oval behind the Municipal Center as the 
possible location for the dog park. Borough Administrator Thompson-Chin is to have the 
Engineer provide an estimate for a site study and design for the park in order for the 
committee to be able to obtain funding. Mayor Rustin asked that the committee advise 
donors that this plan may not come to fruition. 
 
Elisa Todd, Woodhill Road, questioned why the Council would not consider funding the 
study when the dog park would offer so many benefits for Tenafly. She expressed her 
concern over asking people to fund the park when it may not be built. C. Lattif suggested 
reaching out to the BID and Chamber of Commerce in order to put together a more 
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economically feasible presentation. He advised that there is a pool of taxpayer funds that 
has to be distributed and every dollar that is put towards the dog park would have to be 
taken away from something else. Mayor Rustin added that it is the decision of the governing 
body where the budget dollars are allocated and there simply are not any funds in the 
budget for the dog park. 
 
Council took a brief recess at 9:59 p.m. and returned at 10:05 p.m. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
A. #R11-314/Approve Expenditures as of October 5, 2011. 
B. #R11-315/Authorize Refund/Tree Mitigation Escrow/107 Churchill Road/$2,250.00 
C. #R11-316/Authorize Participation in the State Health Benefits Program of the  
 State of New Jersey. 
D. #R11-317/Authorize Refund/Tree Mitigation Escrow/81 Park Street/$7,320.00 
E. #R11-318/Approve Raffle Applications #RA1000/Tenafly High School H.S.A./ 
 01-28-12 & #RA1001 & #RA1002/Greek Orthodox Cathedral of St. John/11-17-11 
F.  #R11-319/ Authorize Issuance of Purchase Order to Dimick Fence Corp/
 Replacement of Skate Park Fence. 
G.  #R11-320/ Authorize Issuance of Purchase Order to Copeland Coating Company, 
 Inc./Resurfacing of Basketball Courts. 
H. #R11-321/Authorize Change Order #1 for the Resurfacing of West Clinton Avenue, 

Section #3 
I. #R11-322/Authorize Execution of Bergen County Community Development Grant 
 Agreement - Tenafly Nature Center Barrier Free Door project. 
J. #R11-323/Authorize Execution of Bergen County Open Space Trust Fund Municipal
 Program Award – Huyler Park Lighting. 
K. #R11-324/Request Permission for Dedication by Rider for UCC Dedicated Penalty
  Trust Fund. 
L. #R11-325/Request Permission for Dedication by Rider for Fire Penalty Trust Fund. 
M. #R11-326/Request Permission for Dedication by Rider for Fire Dedicated Penalty
 Trust Fund. 
N. #R11-327/Amend 2011 Meeting Schedule – Special Committee of the Whole –  
 10-18-11. 
O. #R11-328/Support the Review of the Locations of all PSE&G Substations. 
P. #R11-329/Authorize for Additional Engineering Services for Train Station Lighting 
 Improvements. Moved to New Business 
Q.  #R11-330/Authorize for Additional Engineering Services Columbus Drive  
 Improvements. 
R. #11-331/Authorize Submission Bergen County Community Development Grant 
 Application for Barrier Free Doors for the Youth Center. 
S. #11-332/Rescind R #11-300. 
T. #11-333/Authorize Renewal Plenary Retail Consumption License 0261-33-010-008
  for 2010-2011 License Term Pursuant to Special Ruling. 
 
Motion by C. Kerge, second by C. Warms that the Consent Agenda be approved as 
amended. 
 
On a roll call, the vote on the Consent Agenda was recorded as follows: 
 

C. Barzelatto: aye C. LaMastra:   aye 
C. Honig:        aye C. Lattif:         aye  
C. Kerge:         aye C. Warms:       aye 
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All members present voting in favor, the Consent Agenda was approved as amended. 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
  
None. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
C. LaMastra questioned the status of the investigation of Mr. Luben’s complaint made at 
the September 27th Public Meeting. Borough Administrator Thompson-Chin advised that 
she has a memo from the Code Enforcer that would be included in her Administrator’s 
Report for the October 25th Work Session. 
 
C. Lattif asked if the Landscaping Sub-Committee had met and Mayor Rustin advised that 
they would meet and have a report at the next work session. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 

A. Introduction of Ordinances 
 

C. LaMastra moved to introduce and pass on first reading Ordinance 11-13 and set the 
hearing for October 25, 2011 at 8:45 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard 
as the date and time and the Council Chambers of the Tenafly Municipal Center as the 
place for a hearing on said ordinance.  Seconded by C. Barzelatto:   

 
The Borough Clerk read the ordinances into the record: 
 

ORDINANCE 11-13 - AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER XI, SECTION 1 OF THE 
REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF TENAFLY ENTITLED 
“ENFORCEMENT OF THE UNIFORM FIRE SAFETY ACT.”  

 

On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 

C. Barzelatto: aye C. LaMastra:   aye 
C. Honig:         aye C. Lattif:         aye  
C. Kerge:         aye C. Warms:       aye 
       
 

B. #R11-329/Authorize for Additional Engineering Services for Train Station 
Lighting  Improvements. 

 
Motion by C. Warms, second by C. Lattif, that #R11-329/Authorize for Additional 
Engineering Services for Train Light Improvements, be approved. 
 
C. Barzelatto stated that he is opposed to the lighting for the Train Station. He explained 
that the Tenafly Lions had donated money for the original lighting. He expressed his opinion 
that it is a lot of money for no real purpose and the tenant is the only one who will benefit. 
Borough Administrator Thompson-Chin responded that it is the downtown that is suffering 
and this money is already allocated in the Capital budget. C. Honig suggested asking Café 
Angelique to assist with the financing. Borough Administrator Thompson-Chin responded 
that Café Angelique already pays rent and should not be obligated to pay for the lighting. 
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She further advised that it is a historic building and does not go unnoticed as the Borough 
has to report to the State Historic Preservation Office annually.  

 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 

 
C. Barzelatto: nay C. LaMastra:   aye 
C. Honig:         aye C. Lattif:         aye  
C. Kerge:         aye C. Warms:       aye 

 
C. #R11-334/Authorize Extension of the Urbana/SSE Contract for DEIS Review and 

Downtown Circulation Study with $15,000 Allocated to Study 
 

Motion by C. LaMastra, second by C. Lattif, that #R11-334/ Authorize Extension of the 
Urbana/SSE Contract for DEIS Review and Downtown Circulation Study with $15,000 
Allocated to Study be approved: 

 
 WHEREAS, via #R10-344, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Tenafly awarded 
a professional services contract to Urbana Consulting, LLC as the lead consulting firm for 
professional transit-related planning and engineering services with regard to the DEIS 
review and report and a Parking and Circulation Study; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said contract will expire on October 12, 2011; and 
 

WHEREAS,  while waiting for the release of the DEIS report by NJ Transit, related 
work was undertaken to look at traffic circulation in the Downtown, which preliminarily 
identified problems in the configuration, traffic lights, and parking; and 

 
 WHEREAS, Urbana has proposed an extension of aforesaid contract to conduct a 
more detailed study of the traffic circulation and parking in the Downtown, which would 
require a reallocation of $15,000 currently appropriated from the DEIS review and report. 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council that the aforesaid 

contract to Urbana Consulting LLC be extended to continue both projects as outlined above; 
and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Urbana Consulting, LLC is authorized continue to 
retain the services of Sam Schwartz Engineering, LLC as a sub-consultant for the 
authorized planning tasks. 
 
C. Honig acknowledged Ms. Gambrill’s comments regarding Urbana’s presentation and 
asked that Borough Administrator Thompson-Chin ensure that the data is accurate and 
the results can be relied upon. 
 

On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 

C. Barzelatto: aye C. LaMastra:   aye 
C. Honig:         aye C. Lattif:         aye  
C. Kerge:         nay C. Warms:       aye 

 
D. Other 

 
C. Honig asked for clarification from the Borough Attorney regarding signs. Borough 
Attorney McClure reviewed the requirements for signs that do and do not require permits 
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as far as number, size, and placement. Mayor Rustin advised that no billboards should be 
allowed on private property and proposed that he and C. Honig remove any signs not 
permitted according to the ordinance. C. Honig expressed his opinion that during the 
campaign window, there should be as much latitude afforded as possible, especially when 
a sign is placed on one’s own property. He advised that he is fine with both he and Mayor 
Rustin taking down their signs to comply, but he is also fine with amending the sign 
ordinance. Borough Attorney McClure responded that in creating the sign ordinance, they 
had gone to great lengths to be neutral. If Council was to afford latitude to the candidates 
during campaign season, he explained that it may leave the Borough open to being 
challenged as they are giving special dispensation as to the type of sign. C. Honig 
questioned how the courts would view impositions on freedom of speech. Borough 
Attorney McClure advised that each person has to be given a fair opportunity and the 
ordinance needs to be consistent with regard to all types of signs. He advised that there is 
inclusion of free expression as was suggested by MEL. C. Kerge suggested that they allow a 
variance from the ordinance and permit both Mayor Rustin and C. Honig to keep their 
signs up as well as to allow C. Warms to have a fourth sign. Borough Attorney McClure 
agreed that temporarily eliminating restrictions during a fixed period of time would be 
permissible so long as it is general. Motion by C. Kerge, second by C. LaMastra, with C. 
Honig and C. Warms abstaining and all others voting in favor, that a temporary 
suspension of sign ordinance restrictions is hereby approved.  
 
C. LaMastra questioned whether the new anti-bullying law applies to the Recreation or 
Youth Services Programs. Borough Attorney McClure will research and advise whether 
training on the reporting process would be necessary. 
 
C. Barzelatto advised that a long time resident and former member of the Planning Board 
and Board of Adjustment, Frank Ingannamorte, had passed away. Mayor Rustin 
commented that he was very generous and donated much of his time to helping to build 
this town. 
 
C. Barzelatto requested that the engineer look at the condition of the firehouse. He advised 
that there are many leaks and the tiles are stained, with the possibility of mold being 
present. Borough Administrator Thompson-Chin advised that there can be a capital 
improvement request made for these repairs. She explained that they are in the process of 
preparing a new form for maintenance issues and repair items. Alden Blackwell, Fire 
Official, was present in the audience and remarked that he had spoken to Joe Rossi, 
Building Maintenance Supervisor, about said leaks. Building Maintenance will be doing 
patchwork and will assess if it is successful. C. Honig asked that Council be provided with 
a report on the condition of the roof. Council asked that the Borough Administrator reach 
out to Joe Rossi to get a status report and C. Barzelatto advised that the Fire Department 
Building Committee would meet with Joe Rossi to review all necessary projects.  
 
C. Warms expressed his opinion that the condition at Walnut Park leaves a lot to be 
desired. He asked that the maintenance and design of this park be looked at as well as 
including architect took look at all parks to see how they can be better designed be 
included in this next year’s budget. 
 

 
AUDIENCE REMARKS FOR NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
 
Paul Renaud, 24 Sunset Terrace, stated that he is the President of the Lions Club and 
explained that they had donated the lighting for the Train Station. He asked that the lights 
be turned off until they are fully functional. He also advised that the Lions Club and Tenafly 
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House are within barking distance of the proposed location of the dog park and expressed 
his opinion that they should be consulted.  
 
Mel Lubens, 33 Stonybrook Road, expressed his opinion that there should be regulations on 
the chemicals that can be used by landscapers within the town. He asked that the 
Environmental Commission address this issue. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
 
Councilwoman Kerge Ms. Kerge reported that Historic Preservation 

is busy putting together a guidebook for 
maintaining historic homes as well as having 
them designated as historic.  

 
 Ms. Kerge advised that the Board of 

Adjustment will have a meeting next week to 
address applications that need to be 
memorialized.  

 
Councilwoman LaMastra Ms. LaMastra announced that the BID 

Executive Director, Paula Cozzarelli, resigned 
effective immediately. 

 
Councilman Lattif No report. 
 
Mayor Rustin Mayor Rustin advised that he had attended a 

seminar at the Society of African Missions 
(SMA) regarding the Rwanda embroidery 
exhibit and remarked that it was 
phenomenal. 

 
 Mayor Rustin reported that he met with the 

Mayor of Cresskill and discussed possible 
areas for shared services such as merging 
court functions. The Mayor of Cresskill also 
advised that they had done a study of third 
party billing for ambulance services and 
discovered it is a win-win situation as it does 
not cost the resident anything. Rather, the 
insurance company is billed for this service. 
Mayor Rustin explained that after the 
election, a committee would be formed to 
further discuss shared services with 
Cresskill. 

 
C. Honig questioned whether the reason for the BID Executive Director’s resignation could 
be explained to Council. C. LaMastra responded that it was a performance-related issue and 
she would ask Norman Dorf and Scott Porter to attend a Closed Session to discuss the 
issue further. Council decided to schedule this discussion on October 25th.  
 
C. Warms The Chamber of Commerce met last 

Wednesday with Senator Cardinale to 
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discuss S-2874 which pertains to group 
health insurance at affordable rates. 

 
C. Honig C. Honig reported that the ADA Committee 

has been advised by the Borough Engineer 
that as of March, one-third of the parks have 
to be accessible or have a compliance plan 
over the next three years. The Borough 
Engineer is to evaluate Walnut Park, 
Sunnyside Park, and Roosevelt Commons 
and possibly Froggy Park. He asked that a 
request for residents’ opinions as to which 
parks to make accessible be placed in the 
next newsletter.  

 
 
C. LaMastra questioned how the process of determining which parks to make accessible 
would be undertaken. C. Honig advised that the analysis would involve the entire 
accessibility of the park. Borough Administrator-Thompson-Chin explained that this 
compliance issue involves the entire Borough and the Borough Engineer will be looking at 
the entire network. A plan will be presented to the entire governing body and she has asked 
the Borough Engineer to provide an estimate for three levels of analysis. 
 
MAYOR’S REMARKS: 
 
None. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 
 

As there was no further business to come before the Council, on a motion by C. Kerge, 
second by C. LaMastra, and unanimously carried, to adjourn this meeting.  The meeting 
was adjourned at 11:04 p.m. 
 
 

Lissette Aportela-Hernandez, MPA, RMC 
Borough Clerk 


