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Borough of TenaflyBorough of TenaflyBorough of TenaflyBorough of Tenafly    
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
 

MINUTES 
 

THURSDAY, November 4, 2010 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:34 P.M. with the reading of the Open Public 
Meetings Act statement by Mayor Rustin. 
 
 Present: Mayor Peter S. Rustin  
 
   Council members: Anthony Barzelatto, Nadia LaMastra, Michael 
Lattif,         Joseph McDermott, Patrick J. 
Rouse, Jon Warms  
 
   Borough Administrator: Jewel Thompson-Chin  
   Borough Attorney:  William R. McClure, Esq. 
 
 Absent: None 
  

 
  
Mayor Rustin read the following statement: 
 

"Public Comments: A total of 15 minutes has been allocated for this purpose.  Citizens 
are welcome to address the Mayor and Council on any governmental item of concern 
to them, whether or not it is scheduled on the agenda below.  Citizens must give their 
names and addresses when recognized to speak.  Large groups are urged to select 
someone to represent them.  The public is advised that these meetings are recorded 
and are subject to the Open Public Records Act." 
 
Alice Rigney – Borough Historian – 48 Mill Road – asked Council to consider restoring 
the old grandstand in Huyler Park.  She presented restoration plans from 1997 for this 
100 year old structure. 
 
Joanna Gambrill – Ravine Road – requested a 10 minute clarification period after 
public comment and referenced lack of clarity to a prior comment at a previous 
meeting regarding appointees to the Transportation Committee being in favor of the 
Light Rail; also requested that the tree permit application include a provision requiring 
notification to neighboring homeowners. 
 
Mayor Rustin explained that the Transportation Committee is an ad-hoc committee, 
which is comprised of mayoral appointments.  He takes responsibility for his 
appointments and the makeup of the committee does not have a slant on one position 
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or another.  With respect to the tree ordinance, there is not enough manpower to 
enforce it, but he will pass along Ms. Gambrill’s comments to the professional staff. 
 
Mark Feldman – 133 Lylewood Drive – hopes there will be a discussion regarding the 
railroad referendum, requested an understanding regarding the hiring free, and 
commented that the subject of an advisory committee merits a lot of discussion. 
 
 

TO BE CONSIDERED 
 

A. Huyler Park. 
 
Mrs. Thompson-Chin reported that after reviewing the landscape architect’s plans, the 
improvements to Huyler Park include a gazebo and restoring the bandstand.  The 
restoration cost estimate that Ms. Rigney provided was estimated at $11,350 for labor 
and materials as of mid-September 2010.  The Historic Preservation Commission 
hopes Council will allow staff to look for funds in older and completed capital 
improvements for funding.  Staff will also look at funding in capital improvement 
projects related to Huyler Park. 
 
C. Barzelatto inquired if a speaker system for events is part of the Phase II 
improvements.  Mrs. Thompson-Chin advised that there will be outlets at various 
locations to accommodate a sound system.  Council-Elect Honig asked if this was an 
opportunity to seek private donations in return for a designation.  Mayor Rustin 
responded that the Borough has received donations in the past and a plaque would be 
placed in honor of the donor, which must be accepted by the Mayor and Council.  
Mayor Rustin requested that an article requesting donations for the bandstand 
restoration in the February 2011 newsletter.  Council authorized the Borough 
Administrator to proceed with researching through capital funds. 
 
 
 B. Junior Firefighters’ Program. 
 
C. Barzelatto explained that the membership process for this program will be similar 
to membership to the Fire Department, except that the junior members will not be 
sent to the Bergen County Fire Academy; they will be trained in-house.  Applications 
will be reviewed by a Junior Fire Committee and there will be a parental consent form.  
The duties of these members will be more restrictive than the Junior Ambulance 
Corps.  Council directed the Borough Administrator and Borough Attorney to review 
the program.  C. Barzelatto advised that the cost of this program will be submitted 
with the Fire Department’s annual budget requests. 
 
 
 C. TFD Membership Ordinance – Status. 
 
C. Barzelatto advised that the Fire Department is reviewing its bylaws to ensure there 
is no conflict with the Borough Code.  At this time, he presented the bylaws regarding 
membership.  Mr. McClure will prepare an amending ordinance regarding membership 
to conform to the bylaws for introduction on November 9th.   
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 D. Qualified Purchasing Agent 
 
Mrs. Thompson-Chin advised that the Department of Community Affairs has been 
increasing standards and qualifications for purchasing agents over the past 5 to 6 
years.  New statutes concerning procurement and pay-to-play have evolved, as well as 
the position of Qualified Purchasing Agent (QPA).  In reviewing the Borough’s 
operations, there is a need to enhance purchasing oversight.  The CFO is a QPA.  
There is no conflict in appointing the CFO as the QPA since the roles are closely 
intertwined.  There is pending legislation to mandate municipalities to have a QPA on 
staff, is part of the “Best Practices” checklist, and will increase the bid threshold limit.  
Mrs. Thompson-Chin reported that the CFO will take on this position for an additional 
compensation of 4%.  In order formalize this appointment, the Office of Purchasing 
Agent within the Department of Finance must be created via ordinance.  Council 
authorized placing this ordinance for introduction on November 9th.  C. LaMastra 
requested to cross train another employee to obtain the QPA certification as well. 
 
 

E. Citizen Advisory Committee. 
 
Mayor Rustin stated that committees and commissions are advisory to Council.  There 
are residents with expertise in various fields, but those who request such committees 
attend Council meetings regularly and feel that they are not heard.   
 
Council discuss the role of a citizen advisory committee, how members would acquire 
information, statutory restrictions, access to professional staff, and how would such a 
committee improve efficiencies of operations and employees.  C. McDermott advised 
that he will provide a draft proposal on a citizen advisory committee for discussion at 
the next work session. 

 
 
F. Commuter Parking. 

 
C. Lattif recommended involving a transportation planner or traffic engineer to provide 
a professional solution to the commuter parking issue.  C. LaMastra recommended 
reducing the fee for residents.  Mrs. Thompson-Chin advised that the draft parking 
and circulation study in process evaluates parking in the downtown area.  C. Rouse 
responded that the designated lots for commuters in the downtown are not filled.   
 
Council determined to continue the commuter parking process at this time and to 
have this matter, particularly a committee on commuter parking, listed for the 
January work session. 

 
 
G.       Filming Permit. 

 
Mrs. Aportela-Hernandez provided Council with a spreadsheet comparing the filming 
permit requirements among neighboring communities.  Mayor Rustin and Mr. 
McClure will look into revising the duration of a film permit, the fees, and the list of 
public properties excluded from filming and report back to Council. 
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H. Engineering Review Fee Ordinance. 
 

In reviewing the recommendations from the Borough Engineer and Building 
Department, C. Barzelatto requested that Council keep in consideration the 
requirements of the Uniform Construction Code.  Mr. McClure advised that the 
Borough Engineer becomes involved when the issue affects offsite conditions, 
neighboring conditions, stormwater management, grading, and drainage.  Council 
requested that the Construction Official provide a survey by comparing how involved 
the Borough Engineer is in the day-to-day process and if he/she reviews every plan in 
other communities. 
 

I. Advisory Committee for the Disabled – Composition of Members. 
 
C. Rouse explained that the Committee is seeking a student representative; however, 
an amending ordinance is required to change the composition of the Committee since 
there is no current provision for a student representative.  Mr. McClure will draft an 
ordinance for introduction at an upcoming meeting. 
 
  
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

 A. Elevator Inspection Services. 
 
Mrs. Thompson-Chin reported that since this past February, the Borough has had a 
temporary Elevator Sub-Code Official.  This is permitted by the DCA and this 
arrangement has been extended over the past year with the most recent extension 
expiring this month.  This service is mandatory and to move forward there are three 
options: hiring the temporary inspector on a part-time salaried basis, using a third 
party from an approved list from the DCA for this service, or using state inspectors.  
Mrs. Thompson-Chin advised that she and the Construction Official have 
recommended hiring the current temporary inspector on a part-time salaried basis.  
Council concurred and authorized the Borough Administrator to proceed accordingly. 
 
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 

 A. Zhitkov/127 Tenafly Road   Re: Unsafe Road Condition 
 
Council referred the letter to the Director of Public Works and the Borough Engineer to 
evaluate the road and to review how inspections are done before returning escrow 
deposits for road openings.  The Borough Clerk will notify the residents of Council’s 
determination. 
 
 
 B. Orogio Jewelers/1 Washington Street Re: Request/Installation of  
        Wall Clock 
 
Council approved the placement of the clock.  The Borough Clerk will notify the 
business owner and direct him to contact the Building Department to obtain the 
necessary permits. 
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 C. Mikesh/50 Sherwood Road  Re: Intersection of Inness &  
        Engle 
 
Council reviewed the resident’s request and referred the matter to the Police Chief for 
a recommendation.  The Borough Clerk will notify the residents on the status on this 
matter. 
 
 
RESOLUTIONS for meeting of November 9, 2010:  
 A. Award Contract – Lease of Temporary Trailers.  
 B. Approve Refund/Tree Mitigation Escrow/60 Jefferson Avenue/$600.00 

C. Authorize Purchase Recycling Containers from T.M. Fitzgerald &  
Associates, Inc. for  the Department of Public Works in the amount of 
$21,870.00     

 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS for the meeting of November 9, 2010: 
 A. Ordinances: None. 
 B. Other:  Special Improvement District Assessment. 
  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

None. 
 
 

Minutes to be approved:  Closed Session of October 12, 2010. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 

 

None. 
 
 
FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER 

 

Mayor Rustin requested that the Light Rail referendum be listed for the next 
Committee of the Whole meeting.  He prepared a letter to Governor Christie to advise 
him of the Borough’s opposition to the project.  He wishes to review it with Council 
before sending it to the Governor. 
 
Mr. McClure advised that a question was raised regarding Council-Elects’ attendance 
in Closed Session.  There may be items that can carry over to the Council-Elects’ term 
after they are sworn in, in which decisions have to be made.  When Council enters into 
Closed Session, there must be a motion to allow Council-Elect to attend and observe, 
but not participate.  A condition of their attendance is that they are to maintain 
confidentiality on the items discussed. 
 
At 10:11 p.m. Council recessed and reconvened at 10:17pm. 
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Mayor Rustin advised that he is reviewing appointments of expiring board members 
and Council to forward any suggestions they may have. 
 

 
CLOSED SESSION 

 
Mayor Rustin recognized Borough Attorney William McClure 
 
BE IT RESOLVED in compliance with NJSA 10:4-12, the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Tenafly are going into Closed Executive Session to discuss the following 
matters: 
 
 A.  Litigation 
  1. Rodsan vs. Borough of Tenafly, et al. 
  

B. Personnel 
  1. Setting of Goals for Borough Administrator.  

  
Minutes will be taken of the meeting and release to the public at the time that the 
matter is resolved.   After Closed Executive Session, the Mayor and Council will 
reconvene in the Richard D. Wilson Committee Room to adjourn this public meeting. 
 
On a motion from C. Lattif, seconded by C. McDermott, and all present voting in favor, 
Council-Elect Honig was permitted to observe the Closed Session discussion, but he 
could not participate as per Mr. McClure’s legal opinion. 
 
There being no further business to come before the Council, on a motion from C. 
LaMastra, seconded by C. Lattif, and all present voting in favor, the meeting was 
adjourned to the Closed Session in the Committee Room at 10:20 p.m. 
 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
As there was no further business to come before the Council, on a motion by C. 
Rouse, second by C. LaMastra, and unanimously carried, to adjourn this meeting.  
The meeting was adjourned at 10:50 p.m. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
       Lissette Aportela-Hernandez 


