
  

Borough of Tenafly 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
 

MINUTES 
 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2016 
 
At 7:31 p.m. Mayor Rustin read the Open Public Meetings Act Statement: “In compliance with the 
Open Public Meetings Act P.L. 1975, chapter 231, the notice requirements have been satisfied. 
Meeting dates for the year are confirmed at the Annual Meeting, are posted on the public bulletin 
board in the lobby of the Municipal Center, published in the Record within the first 10 days of the 
New Year, and copies are sent to the Suburbanite and Northern Valley Press.”  
 
 Present: Mayor Peter S. Rustin 

 
Council members:  Maxim Basch, Shama Haider, Daniel Park, and Mark Zinna 

 
   Borough Administrator: Jewel Thompson-Chin  
   Borough Attorney:  William R. McClure, Esq. 
     

Absent: Council members Anthony Barzelatto and Paul Stefanowicz  
 
TO BE CONSIDERED 
W.I.T.S. (Stillman Elementary School) – Child Safety Petition 
Ms. Sharon Hess who is the nurse at Stillman School presented the students of the WITS club, who 
requested that Council declare November as children’s product safety awareness month so that all 
children in Tenafly will have safe toys and products for the holiday season.  A proclamation will be 
prepared and presented to the students for the November 1st meeting. 
 
Request for Installation of Fiber Optic Cable in Municipal Right of Way – Cross River Fiber, 
LLC 
Chief Operating Office and General Counsel, Mr. Rob Sokota of Cross River Fiber explained that the 
organization is a NJ based company that installs fiber optic cables on utility poles and then leases 
the fiber optic strands to private businesses, municipalities, and school boards.  The company is 
looking to build northward towards a data center Rockland County, NY. 
 
Mr. McClure advised that NJ statutes indicate that municipal consent is required for attachments 
to utility poles, which is also cited in federal law.  He noted that if the company sought to attach on 
Verizon poles, the company needs consent from Verizon.  C. Basch commented that if the Borough 
grants permission to one utility company, it not bound to grant permission to other companies.   
 
Mayor Rustin inquired about the benefit of the proposed installation.  Mr. Sokota responded that by 
being able to provide service, the company is able to propose opportunities, but will be unable to do 
so unless they are in town or within proximity.  Mr. Sokota advised that the company’s main 
customers are financial institutions, hospitals, medical centers, and carriers.  They are a wholesaler 
and the future benefits are based on the possibilities of telecommunications as they will be able to 
provide alternatives than the current network providers in place.  Mr. Sokota described that the 
company was founded in 2011 and has agreements with 100 towns in NJ.  Council determined to 
ask the Borough Engineer for his opinion for feedback and then will advise Mr. Sokota accordingly. 
 
Replacement of Turf on Municipal Field in 2017 Budget – Request by Recreation Board  
Mrs. Thompson-Chin stated that the field has been in place for almost a decade and that the 
company that maintains the field advised that it is near the end of its useful life.  She and Mrs. 
Corrado will be looking at the capital very closely.  In tripling the amount for road services this year, 
other projects were deferred for 2017.  She noted the possibility of replacing the turf field in 2 years, 
but to start appropriating funds in 2017 to build a reserve.  She explained that the Borough can 
take on debt through the capital budget or use open space funds.  Mayor Rustin stated that the 
Borough needs to prepare on how to replace the field within 2 years, one way or another. 
 
C. Basch commented that the EPA will release information later this year about potential health 
hazards associated with materials used in artificial turf and recommended that the Borough should 
hold off any action until they know the results of the study. 
 
C. Zinna advised that the Borough should earmark half of the cost in the 2017 budget, so by the 
time that all the funds are available, will know more about the safety of the product.  The response 



  

to the Recreation Board will be that 50% of the cost will be allocated in next year’s budget, but they 
are not locking in to a specific material or company.  Jim Coyle of the Environmental Commission 
remarked that the Council should consider reaching out to the commission for their opinion and 
research.  Mayor Rustin replied that the Council will take into account any information provided by 
the Environmental Commission. 
 
Outsourcing of Recreation Brochure – Request by Recreation Board 
Mrs. Thompson-Chin advised that research has been conducted regarding using advertising for 
Borough publications and that idea has been rejected in the past.  The Borough’s publications are 
modest and of good quality.  All of the content is Borough content and readers are not distracted 
with competing advertising.  When soliciting for advertisement disagreements arise over the type of 
advertising.  From an aesthetic perspective and the problems that are caused with the solicitation of 
businesses, she does not recommend using advertisements in the Recreation brochures.   
 
Mayor Rustin highlighted that the Borough newsletters and bulletins are terrific.  The businesses 
already support sports groups in town, TVAC, the fire department, project graduation, etc.  
Soliciting for advertising will take money away from other groups.   
 

C. Basch suggested keeping the layout and limiting the placement of the advertising in the back of 
the brochure, as well as having the professional company solicit to out of town businesses.  Mayor 
Rustin noted that the advertisements in the Leonia book that was provided were all local 
businesses.  Mrs. Thompson-Chin noted that the Borough is in between directors, so the change 
will not happen immediately.  C. Zinna recommended trying it for one edition to see how it works. 
 
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
Mrs. Thompson-Chin reported on the following items: 
 

 2017 budget worksheets will be distributed to departments this week and are due in 
December.  An overview of the 2016 budget and the issues that the Borough will be facing in 
2017 will be presented at the December 6th work session.  The introduction and adoption 
dates are set by state statute but have been amended by the Local Finance Board and 
Division of Local Government Services.   

 

 The existing agreement with the registrar with the Borough of Little Ferry will expire as of the 
end this year.  She met with the borough administrator of Little Ferry to discuss the terms 
for renewal.  Little Ferry plans to adopt a resolution to renew the service as the lead agency.  
Then the borough will adopt a corresponding resolution.   

 
CORRESPONDENCE 
Tenafly Traditional Holiday Committee  RE: Crèche Display 
The request for the annual crèche display has been approved.  The Borough Clerk will notify the 
committee. 
 
RESOLUTIONS for meeting of October 25, 2016: 

A. Authorize Receipt of Bids – Davis Johnson Park ADA Ramp Project 
B. Authorize Refund – Engineering Escrow – 246 Highwood Avenue 
C. Authorize Refund – Engineering Escrow – 277 Riveredge Road 
D. Authorize Refund – Engineering Escrow – 139 Stonehurst Drive 
E. Authorize Refunds – Recreation Department – Fingerprint Reimbursement 
F. Authorize Refunds – Recreation Department – Various 

 
Minutes to be approved:   September 27, 2016 Regular Meeting  
     October 6, 2016 Work Session 

October 6, 2016 Special Regular Meeting 
October 6, 2016 Closed Session 
October 13, 2016 Closed Session  

 
OLD BUSINESS 
C. Park mentioned that he looked at the open space inventory and recommended the placement of 
the dog park on the strip of greenery along Dean Drive.  The Borough Engineer will evaluate the 
area with regards to the property boundary with CSX and other requirements associated with a dog 
park.  If the area is useable, then a committee of volunteers will be coordinated to conduct 
fundraising for the project.   
 

FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER 
C. Basch commented on the parking congestion along Magnolia Avenue which makes it difficult to 
navigate coming out of the driveway.  He recommended placing a 6 foot buffer on either side of the 
driveways.  Mayor Rustin confirmed that the Police Department conducted a study of the area 3 
times and had determined that there were not any changes required.  Mayor Rustin noted that the 



  

yellow lines are buffers for street intersections, not driveways.  Mrs. Thompson-Chin replied that 
Chief Chamberlain confirmed that there is no legal basis for yellow lines at driveways and that state 
statutes only can be enforced for physical blockage of driveways.  Furthermore, the secondary 
congregation will no longer use the Presbyterian Church for weekend services.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
As there was no further business to come before the Council, on a motion by C. Zinna, second by C. 
Haider , and unanimously carried, to adjourn this meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:58  
p.m.   

 
Respectfully submitted,  

 
 

Lissette Aportela 
MPA, RMC, CMC 

Borough Clerk 


