
  

Borough of Tenafly 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
 

MINUTES 
 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 5, 2016 
 
At 7:30 p.m. Mayor Rustin read the Open Public Meetings Act Statement: “In compliance with the 
Open Public Meetings Act P.L. 1975, chapter 231, the notice requirements have been satisfied. 
Meeting dates for the year are confirmed at the Annual Meeting, are posted on the public bulletin 
board in the lobby of the Municipal Center, published in the Record within the first 10 days of the 
New Year, and copies are sent to the Suburbanite and Northern Valley News. Notice of this meeting 
by Resolution #15-412 has been sent to the Record, the Suburbanite and Northern Valley Press and 
has been posted on the public bulletin board in the lobby of the Municipal Center and Borough 

website.”  
 
 Present: Mayor Peter S. Rustin  
 

Council members:  Maxim Basch, Shama Haider, Daniel Park (arrived at 7:31 
p.m.), Paul Stefanowicz, and Mark Zinna 

 
   Borough Administrator: Jewel Thompson-Chin  
   Borough Attorney:  William R. McClure, Esq. 
    
   

Absent: Councilmember Anthony Barzelatto 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Mayor Rustin read the following statement: 
 
Public Comments: A total of 15 minutes has been allocated for this purpose.  Citizens are welcome 
to address the Mayor and Council on any governmental item of concern to them, whether or not it is 
scheduled on the agenda below.  Citizens must give their names and addresses when recognized to 
speak.  Large groups are urged to select someone to represent them.  The public is advised that 
these meetings are recorded and are subject to the Open Public Records Act. 
 
Johanne Gambrill – Ravine Road – inquired about the status of the BID.  Mr. McClure explained 
that the BID itself undergoes the process for dissolving.  From the Borough’s end, there would be an 
ordinance rescinding the establishment of the special improvement district.   
 
TO BE CONSIDERED 
Bond Counsel Selection 
Mrs. Thompson-Chin reported that 3 firms were interviewed by Mayor Rustin, C. Basch, C. Park, 
the CFO, and herself.  The firms were Wilentz, Goldman & Spitzer, PA; McManimon Scotland 
Baumann; and Waters, McPherson, McNeill, PC.  It is recommended that Waters, McPherson, 
McNeill be retained as bond counsel, with Jason Capizzi as the lead attorney.  Upon receipt of the 
mandatory pay-to-play forms, an appointing resolution could be listed for January 26th.  The forms 
must be submitted to the Borough 10 days before a contract can be awarded under state statute.   
 
Senior Center  
This matter will be held for a future work session for discussion with the full Council.   
 
2016 Budget Hearing Dates 
Mrs. Thompson-Chin recommended the budget review meetings be held on February 6th, 16th, and 
20th, as well as March 1st as part of the work session.  A resolution to schedule these meetings will 
be listed on next week’s consent agenda. 
 
Supplemental Bond Ordinance for #15-08 
CFO, Mrs. Corrado explained that bond counsel has recommended a supplemental bond ordinance 
to address the remediation that must be done for the DPW building.  The ordinance would 
supplement an existing bond from 2014 for a total of $50,000.  Due to the timing of the DEP 
reporting mandate, funding must be in place sooner than when the 2016 multipurpose bond 
ordinance would be adopted.  Mrs. Thompson-Chin confirmed that the Borough has had 
expenditures for testing, oversight of the process and soil removal.  Funds in the project budget had 
been reallocated to meet the initial testing requirements.  Mrs. Thompson-Chin stressed that 



  

although the DEP is requiring a report, the levels of contamination from the underground storage 
tanks are modest and minimal as they had initially been estimated.  
 
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

 Mrs. Thompson-Chin advised that the Division of Local Government Services revising the 
introduction and adoption of municipal budgets.  Based on the new deadlines, the budget 
books will be provided to Council on February 2nd, the budget will be introduced on March 
22nd, and adopted on April 19th.   

 

 The second part-time code enforcement officer was hired on December 16th.  Mr. Andrei 
Alexeeve will cover the afternoons. 

 

 With regards to the GIS program, the software has been acquired.  The next step is 
installation and beta testing. 

 

 In response to C. Barzelatto’s inquiry about lowering the age for junior fire fighters, the 
Borough’s Insurance Commissioner reviewed the request.  Minors under 16 years of age 
cannot serve as junior fire fighters due to insurance liabilities.   

 
CORRESPONDENCE 
S. Bruno    RE: Borough Land/Community Center 
Council acknowledged receipt of Mr. Bruno’s letter regarding the sale and lease of municipal 
properties.  Mayor Rustin advised that he will draft a response with the Borough Clerk for the 
Borough Administrator and Attorney to review.   
 
J. Auerbach    RE: POD Request 
Council approved the request for the placement of a POD at the driveway of the property until the 
end of February.  If further time is needed, the resident must submit a request for an extension.  
The Borough Clerk will notify the resident.     
 
S. Garrett    RE: False Alarm Fee Waiver Request 
Council denied the fee waiver request.  The Borough Clerk will notify the resident.   
 

RESOLUTIONS for meeting of January 12, 2016:  
 A. Approve Expenditures as of January 6, 2016 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
C. Zinna noted that he will provide Mayor Rustin with a list of names to review for appointment to 
the ad hoc community to explore the concept of the community center.   
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Mayor Rustin highlighted the Op-Ed section of this month’s League of Municipalities magazine from 
the mayor of Buena Vista regarding proposed legislation concerning OPRA and OPMA.  He noted 
that the state legislature continues to be exempt from these standards placed on municipalities.  He 
recommended that Council read this article for a discussion at a future work session.   
 
Mayor Rustin advised that for budget discussions, he had received a request to increase the salary 
of the public defender who receives $100 per case.  The public defender is seeking a salary increase 

to be comparable with what public defenders in other municipalities receive.  Mrs. Corrado will 
obtain salaries from other communities to compare during the budget review meetings.   
 
FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER 
C. Basch inquired about the status of 53 Knickerbocker Road.  Mayor Rustin advised that the 
property is being marketed as a 10 unit subdivision and the sellers are looking for someone to buy 
the whole property.  C. Zinna confirmed that the property owners want a $6.9 million check for the 
whole property and are not interested in separate arrangements.  C. Basch commented that the 
Borough should revisit acquisition using open space funds since there is no buyer.  Mayor Rustin 
noted that in addition to costs involved with any purchase of property, there has to be a plan on 
what the location will be used for and the costs involved with maintaining it.  He reminded the 
governing body that $1 million of the open space funds was used to acquire property adjacent to the 
Nature Center and to keep that property undeveloped.  Mrs. Thompson-Chin clarified that open 
space funds are not solely for acquisition.  The Borough uses these funds to take care of recreation 
improvement needs. 
 
CLOSED SESSION 
Mayor Rustin recognized Borough Attorney William McClure, who read into the record Resolution 
16-43. 
 



  

BE IT RESOLVED in compliance with NJSA 10:4-12, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Tenafly are going into Closed Executive Session to discuss the following matters: 
 
  A. Personnel 
   1. Finance Department Update 
 
    
Minutes will be taken of the meeting and released to the public at the time that the matter is 
resolved.   After Closed Executive Session, the Mayor and Council will reconvene in the Richard D. 
Wilson Committee Room to adjourn this public meeting. 
 
There being no further business to come before the Council, on a motion from C. Haider, seconded 
by C. Zinna, and all present voting in favor, the meeting was adjourned to the Closed Session at 
8:18 p.m. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
As there was no further business to come before the Council, on a motion by C.  Zinna, second by C. 

Park, and unanimously carried, to adjourn this meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
 

Lissette Aportela,  
MPA, RMC, CMC 

Borough Clerk 

 

 
 
 

 


