
  

Borough of Tenafly 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
 

MINUTES 
 

TUESDAY, MAY 3, 2016 
 
At 7:34 p.m. Mayor Rustin read the Open Public Meetings Act Statement: “In compliance with the 
Open Public Meetings Act P.L. 1975, chapter 231, the notice requirements have been satisfied. 
Meeting dates for the year are confirmed at the Annual Meeting, are posted on the public bulletin 
board in the lobby of the Municipal Center, published in the Record within the first 10 days of the 
New Year, and copies are sent to the Suburbanite and Northern Valley Press.”  
 
 Present: Mayor Peter S. Rustin  

 
Council members:  Anthony Barzelatto (arrived at 7:41 p.m.), Maxim Basch, 

Daniel Park, Paul Stefanowicz and Mark Zinna 
 
   Borough Administrator: Jewel Thompson-Chin  
   Borough Attorney:  William R. McClure, Esq. 
     

Absent: Councilmember Shama Haider  
 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Mayor Rustin read the following statement: 
 
Public Comments: A total of 15 minutes has been allocated for this purpose.  Citizens are welcome 
to address the Mayor and Council on any governmental item of concern to them, whether or not it is 
scheduled on the agenda below.  Citizens must give their names and addresses when recognized to 
speak.  Large groups are urged to select someone to represent them.  The public is advised that 
these meetings are recorded and are subject to the Open Public Records Act. 
 
Mark Feldman – 133 Lylewood Drive – commented on needing a plan for the $2 million currently in 
open space funds before putting a question on the ballot for approval and raised a question 
regarding recusals since an applicant for the subdivision and historical designation at 19 Peter 
Lynas Court is a well-known individual in town. 
 
TO BE CONSIDERED 
2016 Street Resurfacing Program – Durability of Asphalt  
Mr. Michael O’Krepky of Maser Consulting explained that meeting the 10 year average lifespan for 
repaved roads involves several factors such as sealing cracks at no more than every 2 years, 
microsurfacing at 5-8 years and pothole repair as needed.  There are scenarios during installation 
process that will affect overall life expectancy including ambient temperature and subsurface 
material quality.  The depth of frost during the winter, truck traffic, and snow plowing are 
additional variables.  Traffic count is a factor as well as there is a difference in life expectancy for 
small court versus main streets that link up to county roads. 
 
DPW Director, Mr. Culvert confirmed that there are multiple factors affecting roadways, particularly 
the increase of truck traffic and size of vehicles, which include delivery trucks and recycling trucks.  
DPW does exercise the maintenance requirements. 
 
C. Zinna inquired if purchasing higher quality asphalt would increase the life expectancy for the 
street.  Mr. O’Krepky explained that the quality of asphalt used in NJ is very high.  For the 
additional costs, it would be better used on streets with a high traffic count.   
 
Mayor Rustin recommended that the Borough Engineer conduct an analysis before going out to bid 
to determine if it is worth seeking a higher standard of asphalt from specific plants.  Additionally, 
the analysis should include a cost ratio comparing microsurfacing to milling and paving.   
 
Tree Replanting  
C. Basch expressed concerns about the removal of trees on Magnolia Avenue, especially at 
Maugham School.  Mayor Rustin replied that the trees at Maugham School were cut at request of 
the Board of Education because limbs were falling.  Mr. Culvert explained that a tree risk 
hazardous assessment was done, which revealed that there were hollow trees and trees with root 
rot.  Since the trees were in decline and compromised, it was determined that removal was 



  

warranted.  Once the Board of Education completes its maintenance of the area, which will not be 
completed until after school year is over, then DPW will plant new trees. 
 
Mr. Culvert confirmed that tree removal in the right-of-way is only done for safety issues.  He stated 
that 20 trees were picked up from the nursery today.   Mayor Rustin emphasized that if a resident 
wants a tree planted in the right-of-way in front of their homes, he/she just needs to call the DPW. 
 
Guidelines for Operation of Senior Transportation – Presented by Senior Services Committee 
On behalf of the Senior Services Committee, Mark Feldman addressed the governing body and 
stated that the committee was told that if they presented the Council with guidelines for a 
transportation program, it would go to the next step, which includes purchasing the van and hiring 
the people necessary to support the service.  Mr. Feldman noted that the guidelines were prepared 
using information based on senior transportation programs administered by the county and other 
municipalities.  He stated that the committee felt that these should be the initial guidelines and 
they will come back 6 months after the van has been used with any recommendations for changes.  
The guidelines have been linked with the position of the outreach person to contact homebound 
seniors to advise them how they can benefit from the transportation system.   
 

Mayor Rustin advised that the staffing situation is in a state of flux and a job description for this 
position needs to be approved.  The budget only allocated funds for the purchase of a van and a 
part-time senior coordinator.  C. Park commented that scheduling is a heavy task on its own and 
will impact any outreach activities.   He will research to determine if the county can assist with the 
dispatching.  Mr. Feldman referenced a county grant through Bergen County Workforce that covers 
the cost of hiring older applicants.  C. Park will verify information about the program.  Mrs. 
Thompson-Chin informed that the logistical matters need to be fine-tuned and she will organize a 
policy for the committee to review. 
 
Telephone Upgrade Contract Award 
Mrs. Thompson-Chin advised that the Borough is seeking to delay the award to May 24th to give Mr. 
McClure the opportunity to review the shared service agreement with the Board of Education so 
that both items can be adopted at the same time.  She confirmed that with regards to C. Basch’s 
questions, the Borough’s communications will operate independently if the Board of Education’s 
power is affected.   
 
Building Department Request for Sign Amendment Ordinance 
Mr. McClure explained that municipalities have concerns with the verbiage of the ruling on Reed v. 
Town of Gilbert.  There are a few changes to be made to the Borough’s sign ordinance as a 
safeguard.  Mr. McClure will draft changes and coordinate with the Construction Official.  Mr. 
McClure advised that the changes will be done in stages since the ordinance is very detailed and 
anticipates beginning the process by the end of the summer.   
 
FEMA Refund Requests 
Mrs. Thompson-Chin explained that FEMA is seeking an overpayment refund for reimbursements 
disbursed to the Borough in 2010 and 2011 in the amount of$4,215.76.  Council authorized the 
CFO to refund the overpayment through the Borough’s storm trust account.   
 
Ordinance to Repeal BID 
Council determined to list the ordinance for introduction next week.   
 
Open Space Renewal Referendum for General Election Ballot 
Ms. Aportela explained that August 19th is the deadline to submit referendum questions to the 
county.  The June meeting schedule is altered because of the Primary Election and the summer 
meetings are July 11th and August 15th.  She also highlighted that the General Election ballot will 
be very full with candidates for the presidency through Council, a couple of referendum questions 
from the state, and school board candidates.  It was unknown if there would be referendum 
questions from the county at this time. 
 
Mayor Rustin will meet with C. Park and C. Basch within the next couple of weeks to prepare a 
draft question.  C. Zinna commented that the collection rate should be part of the discussion.   
 
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
Mrs. Thompson-Chin provided the following updates: 

 The DPW building Contractor was able to cure the issue of the unpaid performance bond.  
The Borough has proof of payment and Mr. McClure has confirmed with the bonding 
company’s president and vice president. 

 The HPC will be extending the placement of historic “Centennial Plaques” to 6 to 10 
properties in the downtown.  Mr. McClure confirmed that a sign permit is not required. 



  

 As of April 25th, the Borough has raised $11,500 for this year’s fireworks and concerts. Since 
then, an additional $2,000 has been received. 

 
CORRESPONDENCE 
Sirens Media    RE: Film Permit Waiver Request 
The Mayor and Council approved the filming waiver request for a permit to film on May 6th from 
10am to 8pm and a permit to film on May 11th from 10am to 10pm at 46 Park Street. 
 
C. Hatten    RE: POD Extension 
The governing body approved the extension request until June 9th as stated in the resident’s letter; 
however, no further extensions will be granted. 
 
RESOLUTIONS for meeting of May 10, 2016:  
 A. Approve Expenditures as of May 4, 2016 

B. Authorize Refund – Tax Court Judgment – Block 2401, Lot 3 
C. Authorize Refund – Tax Court Judgment – Block 501, Lot 25 – Corelogic  
D. Authorize Refund – Tax Court Judgment – Block 501, Lot 25 
E. Approve Outdoor Seating Applications – Various  

F. Authorize Return of Performance Bond and Escrow –  PB#1-13-01 
G. Approve Raffle Applications – RA 1136 & RA 1137 
H. Authorize Tree Mitigation Escrow Refund – 179 Highwood Avenue 
I. Authorize Tree Mitigation Escrow Refund – 62 George Street 
J. Authorize Engineering Escrow Refund – 30 Homestead Road 
K. Authorize Engineering Escrow Refund – 179 Highwood Avenue 
L. Authorize Engineering Escrow Refund – 69 Leonard Avenue 
M. Approve Developer’s Agreement – 87 County Road 

   
OLD BUSINESS 
19 Peter Lynas Court 
Mayor Rustin commented that even though the owner of 19 Peter Lynas Court was the chair of the 
HPC for over 10 years, the process must go forward as the attorneys are the final word on when 
members must recuse themselves.  Mr. McClure explained that there are two levels of recusal; one 
reason is due to a conflict and in the other scenario, there is no technical conflict, but a 
relationship will interfere with one’s ability to remain impartial.  With regards to the second 
scenario, recusal is a personal decision.  Mayor Rustin requested that Mr. McClure provide a 
written opinion to submit to the HPC to have each member of the committee review.   
 
Mayor Rustin noted that he visited property and believes that the property is worth saving and 
leaving the property as it is since preservation is one of the activities authorized in the open space 
trust fund.  C. Barzelatto questioned who will maintain the structure and what costs would be 
involved in the maintenance.  C. Stefanowicz concurred that maintenance costs must be provided.  
C. Basch stated that he does not see value of the acquisition to the town as a whole.  He suggested 
that the barn should be declared as historic regardless if the property is sold and the designation 
should not be an issue contingent upon the Borough buying the property.  He commented that the 
Borough needs to bulk up the open space fund.  C. Zinna explained that the property owner 
requested to postpone the subdivision application before the Planning Board to get a sense if the 
Council is interested in acquiring the barn with open space money.  Council determined to wait for 
a formal notification from HPC. 

 
Tenafly Swim Club Bankruptcy Update 
Mr. McClure reported that the bankruptcy trustee will abandon the lease and the property is being 
turned over to the Borough.  Mrs. Thompson-Chin confirmed that the exterior of the swim club is 
secured and all of the pool chemicals have been removed and given to the Tenakill Swim Club.  She 
will ask the risk manager about additional security requirements for the facility. 
 
COAH Opportunity 
Mayor Rustin advised that there are some properties that are ideal for project similar as the one on 
Tenafly Road in which the Borough would purchase property using COAH funds and partner with 
an organization.  Mr. McClure informed Council that this topic must be discussed in closed session.  
Council determined to discuss it in closed session on May 10th.  
  
FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER 

 C. Barzelatto recommended that Council make it mandatory for private schools and day care 
facilities to test the water for lead since the Board of Education properties were tested.  Mr. 
McClure advised that the Borough cannot require private property owners to test their water 
and there are discussions in Trenton regarding testing and adjusting the levels.  Council 
determined to have the Board of Health review this matter to recommend a letter to send to 
private schools and day care centers to encourage that the water be tested.  C. Park 
requested that the Borough test the water fountains in municipal properties. 



  

 

 C. Basch advised that he received an e-mail from Mr. Koujoumis regarding the lack of 
enforcement of parking restrictions and commuter parking on residential streets.  Mrs. 
Thompson-Chin replied that Chief Chamberlain reviewed the concerns and had responded 
that he will be submitting a request for additional parking restrictions on Engle Street to 
increase the distance cars can park to the intersecting streets. With regards to the mention of 
cars parking on Virginia Street and Esmond Place for commuter parking purposes was found 
to be inaccurate. A check with the traffic division revealed no finding of his complaint. Both 
Chief Chamberlain and Captain Trainor inspected the area and did not find any vehicles 
parked on those streets.  C. Basch stated that greater parking enforcement of the streets and 
parking lots is needed.  Mrs. Thompson-Chin confirmed that she will convey those concerns 
to Chief Chamberlain. 
 

 A proclamation designating May as Older Americans Month will be listed for the May 10th 
meeting. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
As there was no further business to come before the Council, on a motion by C.  Zinna, second by C. 
Park, and unanimously carried, to adjourn this meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:51 p.m. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
 

Lissette Aportela,  
MPA, RMC, CMC 

Borough Clerk 

 

 
 
 

 


