
  

Borough of Tenafly 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
 

MINUTES 
 

TUESDAY, MARCH 1, 2016 
 
At 7:34 p.m. Mayor Rustin read the Open Public Meetings Act Statement: “In compliance with the 
Open Public Meetings Act P.L. 1975, chapter 231, the notice requirements have been satisfied. 
Meeting dates for the year are confirmed at the Annual Meeting, are posted on the public bulletin 
board in the lobby of the Municipal Center, published in the Record within the first 10 days of the 
New Year, and copies are sent to the Suburbanite and Northern Valley Press.”  
 
 Present: Mayor Peter S. Rustin  

 
Council members:  Maxim Basch, Shama Haider, Daniel Park, Paul 

Stefanowicz, and Mark Zinna 
 
   Borough Administrator: Jewel Thompson-Chin  
   Borough Attorney:  William R. McClure, Esq. 
    
   

Absent:  Councilmember Anthony Barzelatto 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Mayor Rustin read the following statement: 
 
Public Comments: A total of 15 minutes has been allocated for this purpose.  Citizens are welcome 
to address the Mayor and Council on any governmental item of concern to them, whether or not it is 
scheduled on the agenda below.  Citizens must give their names and addresses when recognized to 
speak.  Large groups are urged to select someone to represent them.  The public is advised that 
these meetings are recorded and are subject to the Open Public Records Act. 
 
No one came forward. 
 
TO BE CONSIDERED 
Overview of 2016 Municipal Budget  
CFO, Susan Corrado explained that as a result of the budget hearings there were some 
appropriations increases.  She reviewed the fixed increases that impacted the budget and from the 
budget hearings, an additional $60,583 had been requested.  To keep the municipal portion of the 
budget at the 1.9% tax levy cap, there were decreases in some areas, as well as moving certain 
expenditures to the capital budget, and offsetting the purchase of the police vehicles with funds 
from the outside duty trust.  The reserve for terminal leave was reduced after reviewing the balance 
with the auditor.  For revenue, the receipts from delinquent taxes was reduced based on statutory 
formula.  Mrs. Corrado explained the purpose of maintaining a healthy surplus and confirmed that 
the down payment required for capital projects is $128,902. 
 
Planning Board Recommendations to Land Development Regulations 
Mayor Rustin Peter stated there were originally 4 recommendations, but the Planning board wanted 
to revisit an item concerning projections into setbacks.   The recommendations include a public 
safety provision in subdivision design standards, corrections to off-street parking requirements, and 
deleting the minimum lot size for a child care center.  C. Zinna noted that the current code exceeds 
the state standards concerning the minimum lot size for a child care center.  Council decided to 
wait for a resolution from the Planning Board regarding these changes so that the required 
ordinances can be prepared.   
 
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

 Mrs. Thompson-Chin confirmed that the Borough is moving forward with the public safety 
communications project, which is aligned with the budget process. 

 

 In reference to the sound system in Huyler Park, the initial speakers proposed initially would 
not allow for live music with instruments.  President of the Chamber of Commerce, Christine 
Evron obtained a revised estimate, which was an increase of $2680 from original quote.  After 
discussion, it was determined that C. Basch and C. Park will meet with Mrs. Evron and 



  

representatives from O. DiBella to ensure the right equipment is being sought, as well as the 
price.   
 
 

CORRESPONDENCE 
Turkel Forman LLP   RE: Gift From Revocable Trust of Warren Means 
Mr. McClure advised that a gentleman left a significant gift of $100,000 in his will for Davis-
Johnson gardens.  At this time, the Borough does not have any detailed information if there are 
specific requirements associated with the gift.  If the gift is limited to the gardens, a potential use is 
to obtain the services of a master gardener to maintain the rose garden.  Mr. McClure will report 
back to the Council once he obtains the details of the trust.   
 
Tenafly Montessori Academy RE: School-Wide Yard Sale 
Council approved the request for the school-wide yard sale on April 3rd and noted that the Police 
need to be made aware of the event in case of any potential impact on traffic.   
 
RESOLUTIONS for meeting of March 8, 2016:  
 A. Approve Expenditures as of March 2, 2016 

B. Authorize Refund – Planning Board Escrow – PB#1-14-04 
C. Authorize Refund – Planning Board Escrow – PB#1-15-02 
D. Authorize Refund – Planning Board Escrow – PB#1-15-12 
E. Authorize Refund – Disabled Veteran Tax Emption – Block 801, Lot 2 
 

CLOSED SESSION 
Mayor Rustin recognized Borough Attorney William McClure, who read into the record Resolution 
16-106. 
 
BE IT RESOLVED in compliance with NJSA 10:4-12, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Tenafly are going into Closed Executive Session to discuss the following matters: 
 
  A. Collective Bargaining 
   1. Contract Negotiations - PBA Local No. 376 
   
Minutes will be taken of the meeting and released to the public at the time that the matter is 
resolved.   After Closed Executive Session, the Mayor and Council will reconvene in the Richard D. 
Wilson Committee Room to adjourn this public meeting. 
 
There being no further business to come before the Council, on a motion from C. Zinna, seconded 
by C. Haider, and all present voting in favor, the meeting was adjourned to the Closed Session at 
8:04 p.m. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
As there was no further business to come before the Council, on a motion by C.  Zinna, second by C. 
Haider, and unanimously carried, to adjourn this meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:38 p.m. 

 
 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
 

Lissette Aportela,  
MPA, RMC, CMC 

Borough Clerk 

 

 
 
 

 


