
  

Borough of Tenafly 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
 

MINUTES 
 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2016 
 
At 7:33 p.m. Mayor Rustin read the Open Public Meetings Act Statement: “In compliance with the 
Open Public Meetings Act P.L. 1975, chapter 231, the notice requirements have been satisfied. 
Meeting dates for the year are confirmed at the Annual Meeting, are posted on the public bulletin 
board in the lobby of the Municipal Center, published in the Record within the first 10 days of the 
New Year, and copies are sent to the Suburbanite and Northern Valley Press.”  
 
 Present: Mayor Peter S. Rustin 

 
Council members:  Anthony Barzelatto (arrived at 7:55 p.m.), Maxim Basch,  
   Shama Haider, Daniel Park, Paul Stefanowicz, Mark Zinna 

 
   Borough Administrator: Jewel Thompson-Chin  
   Borough Attorney:  William R. McClure, Esq. 
     

Absent: None. 
 
TO BE CONSIDERED 
County Clerk Mobile Office Services 
Mrs. Thompson-Chin advised that based on a response C. Park had received from Anthony 
Andrade, Community Outreach Specialist, the mobile County Clerk’s office will set up for 3 days in 
either the Council Chambers or the McCandless Room to provide passport services, notary services, 
and free photo identification cards for seniors, veterans, and exempt firefighters. These cards can be 
used to verify an individual’s status for obtaining discounts that are offered by various vendors. The 
County requires a 30 day lead time and when the dates have been coordinated, the service will be 
announced on the website, message board and via Code Red.  Council suggested scheduling the 
service in May so that it can be published in the next newsletter.   
 
Overnight Parking in Lot F 
Mr. McClure presented a proposed ordinance that will allocate in the parking lot behind Wells Fargo 
6 overnight parking spaces.  Residents must apply to the Mayor and Council for a parking space 
and the application will be reviewed on a case by case basis.  If approved, applicants would be 
charged the rate of a commuter parking decal.  Council authorized that the ordinance be introduced 
but to allow vehicles to be parked overnight until 9:00 am, instead of 5:00 am. 
 
Huyler Park Sound System Proposal from the Chamber of Commerce 
C. Stefanowicz advised that the HPC is fine with the sound system.  He explained that Alice Rigney 
and the citizens group that paid for the bandstand want to make sure the integrity of the structure 
is not compromised with the installation of the sound system.  Mayor Rustin inquired if the sound 
system would work for the concerts at the park.  Chamber of Commerce President, Christine Evron 
advised that the proposed system is a speaking system and for concerts, it would require a different 
system that is more expensive.  Council approved the concept of the sound system, but not the 
current proposal for the equipment.  Council requested that the Chamber obtain a cost estimate to 
include the ability for concerts to use the sound system.   
 
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

 Mrs. Thompson-Chin reported that the auditor requested to present the review on the 
proposed municipal budget on March 8th since they are in the process of completing the 
Annual Financial Statement (AFS), which would include figures to be inserted into the state 
budget forms for the introduced budget.  The CFO will still present an overview of the budget, 
which includes changes that had been authorized during the budget meetings on March 1st.  
The Borough will still be able to introduce the budget on March 22nd to comply with the 
State’s deadline.  The meeting schedule will be amended for March 8th to hold a work session 
for the auditor to present the proposed budget with the regular meeting to immediately 
follow.  A resolution amending the structure of the March 8th meeting is on the consent 
agenda for tonight.   

 

 Mrs. Thompson-Chin reviewed the shared service agreement with the BCUA for the 
processing and disposal of municipal solid waste. The BCUA’s current contract with the 



  

vendor (ADS) expires on May 31, 2016 and the BCUA has authorized a contract extension 
through May 31, 2017 with ADS, which changed its name to Covanta 4Recovery, LLP.   On 
tonight’s consent agenda is a resolution for the Borough to continue its participation in the 
shared service agreement.  Mrs. Thompson-Chin highlighted that prior to contracting with 
the BCUA in 2013, the Borough obtained waste disposal services under its previous solid 
waste contract at the rate of $80.00 per ton. The existing rate is $65.35 per ton under the 
initial contract, and will increase to $68.00 per ton under the contract extension as of June 
1, 2016.  

 

 As an update regarding the teen center summer camps, Mark Slawson, Teen Center Director, 
clarified that these are normal day trips, and no overnight activity is included. The proposed 
“Travel Camp” will run from July 5 to August 5, 2016 and will consist of 24 day trips in 24 
days. This program was reviewed with the risk manager, who confirmed that no additional 
insurance is required.   

 

 With regards to compliance with the Affordable Care Act, the Borough has met its federal 
reporting requirements.   

 

 Mrs. Thompson-Chin reviewed the breakdown of the demolition cost of 5 South Summit 
Street based on the results of the environmental testing of the building.  C. Basch inquired if 
the Borough can take down the structure once the asbestos has been remediated.  Mrs. 
Thompson-Chin responded that the disposal process is specified under DEP rules.  Council 
authorized the cost of the demolition to remain in the budget, but requested that the 
Borough Engineer attend a work session to explain the demolition and disposal process. 

 
CORRESPONDENCE 
Chen/Grazutis   RE: POD Extension 
Council approved the extension of the POD for 90 days; however, no further extensions will be 
granted. 
 
Agner     RE: N. Lyle Avenue 
Mrs. Thompson-Chin confirmed that the Borough Engineer and DPW Director are evaluating N. Lyle 
Avenue for consideration in the 2017 budget and are working on cost estimates. 
 
Cipollini    RE: Tennis Courts 
This issue will be discussed with the Board of Education at the next Joint Use meeting.   
 
RESOLUTIONS for meeting of February 23, 2016: 

A. Approve Expenditures as of February 17, 2016 
B. Authorize Receipt of Bids – DPW Dump Truck 
C. Approve Change Order #3 – Concrete Construction Corp – Bergen County Cooperative 

Curb Ramp Program 
D. Approve Raffle Applications – RA1126 - 1130 
E. Approve Solid Waste Service Agreement with BCUA 
F. Authorize Refunds – Recreation Department – Various 
G. Amend 2016 Meeting Schedule – Add Work Session for 3/8/16 
H. Authorize Refund – Tax Court Judgment – Block 2507, Lot 23 
I. Authorize Refund – Tax Court Judgment – Block 2507, Lot 23 

J. Authorize Refund – Tax Court Judgement – Block 1601, Lot 32 
 

Minutes to be approved:   February 2, 2016 Work Session 
February 2, 2016 Closed Session 
February 6, 2016 Budget Meeting 
February 9, 2016 Regular Meeting 

     February 9, 2016 Closed Session 
     February 16, 2016 Budget Meeting 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS:  ORDINANCE NO. 16-04 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING  

     SANITARY SEWER EASEMENT ON LOT 2 IN BLOCK 192-C 
  

 
FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER 

 Senior Center Building (C. Barzelatto) 
C. Barzelatto stated that as a body, Council needs to figure out the formation and 
construction of a new senior center building.  He commented that it may be advantageous to 
bring in a developer and possibly swap land with the property owner of CVS to construct a 
senior center on first floor with apartments above the center.  He requested that Mayor 
Rustin establish an exploratory committee.  C. Zinna noted that assuming seniors like the 



  

idea, since the Borough owns the land, through a proper bidding and vetting process, a 
developer can create housing and the Borough obtains a center for free.  Mayor Rustin 
suggested that such a development should be for senior housing and for veterans, but the 
issue is the parking lot next door.  He remarked if the Borough doesn’t purchase the parking 
lot, maybe a lease arrangement can be established.  He advised he will create a committee 
with C. Barzelatto and C. Basch involved.    

 

 Outstanding Easements (C. Barzelatto) 
Mr. McClure explained that each easement has to be addressed individually as each have 
their own issues.  Based on the title searches that had been conducted, the original 
subdivider reserved ownership of alleyways to the property owner.  He didn’t dedicate any of 
the property to the Borough or give easements to the property owners for access.  The 
alleyways are privately owned.  Property owners would have to apply to the courts to obtain 
rights as this is not a Borough issue.   

 

 C. Barzelatto requested that Mr. McClure amend the junior firefighters ordinance to allow for 
15 year old cadets. 

 

 C. Basch noted that in the Suburbanite, an article mentioned that open space funds are 
being used for Sgt. Oresko park.  Mayor Rustin clarified that no one approved spending open 
space funds, just the concept as an option, but Council is waiting for a proposal on the costs 
involved.   

 

 C. Basch stated that he met with 2 members of the Senior Services Committee and they 
recommend amending the HARP contract to 1 year.  Mayor Rustin advised that all health 
contracts are under the purview of the Board of Health, not the Senior Services Committee.   

 
ADJOURNMENT 
As there was no further business to come before the Council, on a motion by C. Zinna, second by C. 
Haider, and unanimously carried, to adjourn this meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:30  
p.m.   

 
Respectfully submitted,  

 
 

Lissette Aportela 
MPA, RMC, CMC 

Borough Clerk 


