
  

Borough of Tenafly 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
 

MINUTES 
 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 26, 2016 
 
At 7:33 p.m. Mayor Rustin read the Open Public Meetings Act Statement: “In compliance with the 
Open Public Meetings Act P.L. 1975, chapter 231, the notice requirements have been satisfied. 
Meeting dates for the year are confirmed at the Annual Meeting, are posted on the public bulletin 
board in the lobby of the Municipal Center, published in the Record within the first 10 days of the 
New Year, and copies are sent to the Suburbanite and Northern Valley Press.”  
 
 Present: Mayor Peter S. Rustin 

 
Council members:  Anthony Barzelatto, Maxim Basch, Daniel Park, Mark  
   Zinna 

 
   Borough Administrator: Jewel Thompson-Chin  
   Borough Attorney:  William R. McClure, Esq. 
     

Absent: Councilmembers Shama Haider and Paul Stefanowicz 
 
TO BE CONSIDERED 
Borough Telephone System Upgrade Presentation 
Mrs. Thompson-Chin explained that the Borough is looking at moving to the next generation of 
equipment and services for the telephone system.  As part of the shared services IT contract, the 
Board of Education would be the lead agency for the telephone system upgrade since it will run 
through the IT network.  A draft addendum has been prepared for the specs to cover the Borough. 
 
Board of Education Business Administrator, Yas Usami clarified that the addendum covering the 
Borough was not included in the original solicitation, so the proposals that were received will be 
rejected and the project will be re-solicited with the Borough as an alternate bid.  Mr. Usami noted 
that the rejected proposals were competitive and under budget and the Board of Education has a 
grant for their upgrade.  The Board of Education Technical Consultant, Paul Sabella stated that 
with the estimated 160 phone sets that were anticipated for the Borough, it would cost 
approximately $225,000 to $275,000 if the Borough sought this procurement on its own.  The final 
cost would depend on the details in the infrastructure and cabling for the system.   
 
C. Basch inquired if there was a study to determine if there is enough capacity in network and if 
there is a back-up system so there is no interruption in service, especially for emergency services.  
Mr. Sabella responded that a features and functionality analysis had been conducted and can be 
provided.  Mrs. Thompson-Chin highlighted that the upgrade would provide a full integration with 
proper caller id and the ability to transfer calls to DPW. 
 
C. Zinna inquired about the timing of the project.  Mr. Usami responded that the proposals will be 
rejected on February 9th in order to solicit new proposals.  The Board of Education is seeking to 
award the contract on April 5th in order to have the service functioning for the new school year in 
September.   
 
Verizon Wireless Request for Use of Poles in the Right-of-Way  
Borough Engineer, Mr. Hipolit advised that he reviewed the Verizon proposal for microsites for 
seamless data coverage.  He explained that a building permit is required for each installation and 
expressed concern with traffic control during the installation process.   
 
Mr. Morgan of Tilson Technology explained that his firm was contracted by Verizon Wireless to 
install the microsites to enhance signal strength.  He did not have a specific quantity, but noted 
that Verizon Wireless has identified areas with network issues.  He explained that there are 
agreements in place with Verizon and PSEG to mount the equipment on existing poles, which would 
not be obtrusive. 
 
Council authorized the resolution authorizing access to the right of way for the February 9th consent 
agenda.   
 
 



  

Mid-Block Crossing  
Mr. Hipolit described that as part of the DOT requirements, a midblock crosswalk warrant analysis 
was conducted outside the municipal complex driveway on Riveredge Road.  The report indicates 
that the conditions warrant a crosswalk; however, since it is a county road, the report must be sent 
to the County for review and concurrence, if Council wished to proceed.  Mr. Hipolit advised that an 
ordinance would then need to be adopted to establish the crossing.  Council authorized Mr. Hipolit 
to forward the report to the County.   
 
CLOSED SESSION 
Mayor Rustin recognized Borough Attorney William McClure, who read into the record Resolution 
16-53. 
 
BE IT RESOLVED in compliance with NJSA 10:4-12, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Tenafly are going into Closed Executive Session to discuss the following matters: 
 
   

A. Litigation/Attorney-Client Privilege 
  1. Lanin v. Borough of Tenafly 

  2.  Swim Club Lease 
  
Minutes will be taken of the meeting and released to the public at the time that the matter is 
resolved.   After Closed Executive Session, the Mayor and Council will reconvene in the Richard D. 
Wilson Committee Room to resume this public meeting. 
 
There being no further business to come before the Council, on a motion from C. Zinna, seconded 
by C. Park, and all present voting in favor, the meeting was recessed to the Closed Session at 8:26  
p.m. 
 
The meeting resumed at 9:07 pm 
 
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
Mrs. Thompson-Chin reviewed the budget hearing schedule and the various departments that will 
present their budgets.  The budget books will be provided to Council on February 2nd. 
 
The formal proposal for the public safety communications consultant services will be provided for 
review at the February 2nd work session.   
 
At last meeting, there were 4 items raised from the Recreation Board during committee reports.  The 
outcomes are as follows: 

 The Recreation Director and DPW Director are coordinating on preparing the specs for a shed 
for the Tenafly softball league.   

 The DPW Director will inspect the perimeter of the skate park to identify shrubbery for 
removal as well as creating a maintenance schedule for the area.   

 With regards to fundraising, upon further review the inquiry was to establish a for-profit 
space rental, which is not an adequate use for the Borough facilities due to conflicts with 
currently scheduled uses, excessive wear and tear on the facilities, the need for additional 
custodial services, and the impact on the municipal parking lot utilization.   

 Lastly, the Recreation Director is coordinating with the facility supervisor for the Board of 

Education regarding the cutting of grass on the Tenafly Little League field since the Board of 
Education controls this property.   

 
RESOLUTIONS for meeting of January 26, 2016: 
A. Approve Expenditures as of January 21, 2016 
B. Appoint Bond Counsel - Waters, McPherson, McNeill, PC 
C. Authorize Engineering Escrow Refund - 40 Mayflower Drive 
D. Approve Cooperative Pricing Agreement – Riverside Cooperative 
E. Authorize Agreement – Interboro Mutual Aid Group 
F. Authorize Tree Mitigation Escrow Refund – 46 Park Street 
G. Authorize Tree Mitigation Escrow Refund – 55 Farview Road 
H. Authorize Tree Mitigation Escrow Refund – 55 Farview Road 
I. Authorize Tree Mitigation Escrow Refund – 72 Howard Park Drive 
J. Authorize Submission of Sustainable Jersey Grant Application – Community Garden Project 
K. Authorize Refunds – Recreation Department – Fingerprint Reimbursement 
L. Authorize Refunds – Recreation Department – Various 
M. Authorize Tree Mitigation Escrow Refund – 27 Ridge Road 
N. Authorize Tree Mitigation Escrow Refund – 285 Woodland Street 
O. Authorize COAH Fee Refund – 285 Woodland Street 



  

P. Authorize Expenditures from the Affordable Housing Trust Fund – Special Affordable 
Housing Planner 

Q. Authorize Expenditures from the Affordable Housing Trust Fund – Special Affordable 
Housing Counsel 

R. Authorize Expenditures from the Affordable Housing Trust Fund – Third Round Housing 
Element and Fair Share Plan 

S. Award Contract – 2016 Integrated Rat Control Program 
T. Award Contract – 2016 Public Health Nursing Services 
U. Award Contract – 2016 Public Health and Environmental Health Services  
V. Award Contract – Animal Control Services – 2016 through 2020  
W. Award Contract – Employee Assistance Program – 2016 through 2020 
X. Award Contract - 2016 Drug and Alcohol Testing  
Y. Engage Continuing Disclosure Agent 
 
C. Basch stated that the Board of Health was critical of the immunization program and requested to 
remove the provision from the HARP contract.  He commented other towns have brought in 
pharmacies for immunization for all residents.  Mrs. Thompson-Chin advised that the Borough 
charges are less than pharmacies and the program is open to all residents and even Borough 

employees.  Mayor Rustin commented that the Board of Health needs to send a proposal for Council 
to consider.   

 
Minutes to be approved:   January 12, 2016 Closed Session 

January 12, 2016 Regular Meeting 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS:  ORDINANCE NO. 16-01 - AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND  
    CHAPTER 6 OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF  
    THE BOROUGH OF TENAFLY, ENTITLED “ALCOHOLIC   
    BEVERAGE CONTROL” AND MORE PARTICULARLY:   
    AMENDING SECTION 6-4, REGULATIONS OF LICENSES 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 16-02 - BOND ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING 
SECTION 3(f) OF BOND ORDINANCE NO. 14-08 FINALLY 
ADOPTED ON APRIL 29, 2014, AS SUPPLEMENTED BY BOND 
ORDINANCE NO. 15-02 FINALLY ADOPTED ON FEBRUARY 24, 
2015, PROVIDING FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW PUBLIC 
WORKS BUILDING BY THE BOROUGH OF TENAFLY, BY 
APPROPRIATING AN ADDITIONAL $50,000 THEREFOR AND BY 
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF AN ADDITIONAL $47,500 
BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE THE COST 
THEREOF   

 
FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER 
C. Barzelatto requested that Council adopt resolutions to forbid hoverboards in Borough property, 
to name the track as the Bob Waterman track, and to support a new Port Authority terminal. 
Mrs. Thompson-Chin advised that she will verify with Mr. Slawson to determine if hoverboards are 
being charged at the teen center, but an ordinance or resolution is not required as it is a policy 
decision.  Regarding the track, Mayor Rustin recommended that if so inclined, Council as 
individuals should sign the petition to name the track, but as a body, it is not appropriate to tell the 
Board of Education what to do with its facilities.  Ms. Aportela will contact Senator Weinberg’s office 
for a template resolution on endorsing her legislation concerning the bus terminal.   
 
C. Basch inquired about the signage for cigarette sales.  Mr. McClure advised that he will draft the 
ordinance regarding the display of signage.  
 
Mr. McClure reminded Council the importance of abiding by the Open Public Meetings Act and that 
Council should not give the suggestion that Borough business is conducted outside chambers.  He 
stressed that Borough business cannot be discussed at a meeting of more than 3 Council members 
present and it shouldn’t be suggested that such activity is taking place.  He clarified that political 
caucusing for broad issues is not prohibited as long as it doesn’t focus on Borough business or 
something that will lead to action taken by the governing body.   
    
OLD BUSINESS 
C. Zinna noted that in addition to the initial list of members for the community center ad hoc 
committee, David Singh and Michelle Merchant will also participate.  He stated that he and C. 
Basch will schedule the group’s first meeting in February.   
 
NEW BUSINESS 
C. Barzelatto stated that he attended the Board of Education meeting in which the youth basketball 
coach described that the conditions at the schools’ gyms are not safe for kids to play.  He stated 



  

that the Recreation Board needs to be made aware of the situation even though since the program 
is run in the Board of Education’s property.   
 
Mayor Rustin requested that for next week’s work session meeting that Council consider using open 
space funds as the source of funding for the Sgt. Oresko park, to include the statue, redesign, and 
landscaping for the oval.  He has been working with HPC Chair, Karen Neus and asked for Paul 
Keyes to get involved for landscaping ideas.  C. Park commented that the Environmental 
Commission is very protective of the open space trust fund. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
As there was no further business to come before the Council, on a motion by C.  Zinna, second by C. 
Barzelatto, and unanimously carried, to adjourn this meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:50  
p.m.   

 
Respectfully submitted,  

 
 

Lissette Aportela 

MPA, RMC, CMC 
Borough Clerk 


