
  

Borough of Tenafly 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
 

MINUTES 
 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2015 
 
At 7:34 p.m. Mayor Rustin read the Open Public Meetings Act Statement: “In compliance with the 
Open Public Meetings Act P.L. 1975, chapter 231, the notice requirements have been satisfied. 
Meeting dates for the year are confirmed at the Annual Meeting, are posted on the public bulletin 
board in the lobby of the Municipal Center, published in the Record within the first 10 days of the 
New Year, and copies are sent to the Suburbanite and Northern Valley Press.” 
 
 Present: Mayor Peter S. Rustin  

 
Council members:  Anthony Barzelatto, Maxim Basch, Nadia LaMastra, Daniel 

Park (arrived at 7:42 p.m.), Paul Stefanowicz, Mark Zinna 
 
   Borough Administrator: Jewel Thompson-Chin  
   Borough Attorney:  William R. McClure, Esq. 
   

Absent: Council member Nadia LaMastra 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Mayor Rustin read the following statement: 
 
Public Comments: A total of 15 minutes has been allocated for this purpose.  Citizens are welcome 
to address the Mayor and Council on any governmental item of concern to them, whether or not it is 
scheduled on the agenda below.  Citizens must give their names and addresses when recognized to 
speak.  Large groups are urged to select someone to represent them.  The public is advised that 
these meetings are recorded and are subject to the Open Public Records Act. 
 
Carol Geisenheimer – Vice President of the BID – advised that at last night’s BID meeting, there was 
a 7 to 0 vote to dissolve the board and there was a vote of 4 to 2 to return the funds to the 
stakeholders.  She believed that the remaining balance is approximately $100,000. 
 
Hercules Invictus – 3 Columbus Drive – stated that the Environmental Commission is discussing 
the idea of creating a group to clean up Tenafly. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE  
Verizon Wireless  RE: Resolution to Jointly Use Poles in the Right-of-Way  
Mr. Larry Morgan from Tilson Technology advised that his company is under contract with Verizon.  
Verizon is trying to enhance signal strength by attaching small equipment on the utility poles and is 
seeking consent to move forward with the process.  He explained that the equipment will enhance 
the wireless signal since phones are used more for data than for calls.  It would be attached to 
either Verizon or PSEG poles and there will be no ground disturbance.  Mr. Morgan stated that the 
resolution is for a blanket approval and then permits will be sought for each installation.   
 
Mayor Rustin directed the Borough Clerk to forward the correspondence to the Borough Engineer to 
review with Mr. McClure.   
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Dissolution of the BID 
C. Zinna confirmed that the BID voted to dissolve by December 31st and to return the funds on a 
pro-rata basis to the property owners.  Mr. McClure advised that he had reviewed the articles of 
incorporation and stated that the BID has the authority to return the funds to the property owners 
of the district. Council directed the Borough Administrator, Mr. McClure, and the CFO to provide 
the BID with guidance on the legal steps to dissolve.  Mrs. Thompson-Chin will transmit the 
information to the BID President, Stephanie Pasternak.   

 
TO BE CONSIDERED 
Annual Financial Overview – Presented by CFO Corrado 
Mrs. Corrado advised that the Borough has collected 99.9% of the anticipated revenue as of 
November 30th and the tax collection rate is at 98.7%.  Expenditures are at 84%, but funds are still 



  

being encumbered as well as payroll.  There is a freeze on new expenditures and there should be a 
surplus. 
 
For 2016, Mrs. Corrado highlighted that there is a 2.25% wage increase due to contractual 
obligations, PFRS will increase by 17.03% and PERS will increase by 5.21%. The Borough is 
planning to keep expenditures flat or increases to be minimal to meet the 2% cap.  While the health 
insurance is anticipated to increase by 7% it will be offset by higher contributions as the Police will 
reach tier 4.   Surplus should be $1.6 million and debt service will decrease by 3.9%.   Mrs. Corrado 
commented that the governing body should be confident in providing the same level of service and 
optimize efficiencies.  Mrs. Thompson-Chin noted that department budgets have been submitted 
and she and Mrs. Corrado will meet with departments in the following week as the budget is being 
complied as a whole. 
 
GIS Project  
Mrs. Thompson-Chin reported that the Borough will begin the implementation of the GIS project 
with the goal to upgrade and enhance operations.  While it will be a 3 year process, the bulk of work 
will take place in 2016.  The memo to begin phase 1 will be authorized via resolution on December 
15th.   

 
Adopting of the Updated Tenafly Zoning Map  
Mrs. Thompson-Chin reported that the Borough Engineer has completed updating the zoning map, 
which has not been done since 2007.  One of the changes includes updating the O zone to the P 
zone.  The map will be digital and integrated with the GIS project 
 
Ad Hoc Community Center Committee 
C. Zinna and C. Basch will be the Council liaisons with Mayor Rustin on the ad hoc committee.  C. 
Barzelatto commented that the Senior Center should be a priority discussion for the governing 
body.  The Senior Center will be discussed at the January work session.  Mayor Rustin explained 
that the purpose of the committee is to brainstorm by seeing what is out there and to make 
recommendations. 
 
Committee to Interview Bond Counsel Firms 
Mrs. Thompson-Chin explained that the evaluation criterion was specified in the Request for 
Proposals.  Based on the responses, she is recommending that 3 of the 7 firms be interviewed and 
the interviews would take about 30 to 45 minutes per firm.  The bond counsel will not be 
appointing at the reorganization meeting due to timing requirements for submitting pay to play 
forms.  
 
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT  

 Mrs. Thompson-Chin reported that Chief Chamberlain does not recommend midnight 
closings and the Chamber of Commerce concurs.  The ordinance to permit the sale of alcohol 
from liquor stores until 10pm on Sundays will be listed for January.   

 

 Mrs. Thompson-Chin advised that the Borough Engineer completed the evaluation of a mid-
block crosswalk on Riveredge Road.  The next step is for the Borough to adopt an ordinance 
to establish the crosswalk and to send a letter to the county to obtain a letter of concurrence.   

 

 With regards to the telephone system upgrade, she met with the consultant for the Board of 
Education and is waiting for the proposal for services to prepare Borough’s plans and specs.  
The Borough’s portion will be presented more as an addendum to the bid rather than an 
alternate. Depending on cost of the upgrade, it may be recommended for the 2016 capital 
budget, but if the cost is more than anticipated, the Borough’s portion of the projected would 
need to be deferred to 2017.  She confirmed that the Board of Education’s Business 
Administrator and IT Director will present the phone system to Council. 

 

 Mrs. Thompson-Chin reviewed the tenant selection process for the special needs housing 
project located at 311 Tenafly Road.   

 

 In reference to 5 South Summit Street, the building tested negative for lead paint but does 
have quite a bit of asbestos because of the vinyl floor tiles, which affects cost and method of 
demolition 

 

 Mrs. Thompson-Chin provided an update on an inquiry to assess sharing a senior van with 
members of the Riverside Co-Op.  4 communities advised that they are not at liberty to 
commit to a shared service agreement; however the topic will be formally discussed at next 
meeting on December 16th.  Mayor Rustin advised that he spoke to the mayors of Norwood, 
Cresskill and Edgewater to determine the usage of their vans.  The Borough needs to 



  

determine the needs of the senior population, including those who are homebound and do 
not go to the Senior Center. 

 

 Mrs. Thompson-Chin advised that an application will be submitted for FEMA’s Assistance to 
Firefighters grant program.  The application is due January 15th.   

 
CORRESPONDENCE (continued) 
Tenafly Lions Club  RE: Holiday Decorations & Signs 
Council acknowledged receipt of the letter. 
 
J. Stern   RE: POD Request 
Council approved the placement of the POD for 90 days. 
 
RESOLUTIONS for meeting of December 15, 2015:  
 A. Approve Expenditures as of December 9, 2015 
 B. Authorize Transfer of Plenary Retail Consumption License – 0261-33-003-010 –   
  Clinton Hotel, Inc. to Spring Hills Tenafly, LLC 
 C. Approve Outdoor Seating Permit Application – Cactus Sushi 

 D. Approve Refunds – 2015 County Tax Board Judgment 
 E. Approve Refund – Tax Court Judgment – Block 501, Lot 15.01  
 F. Approve Refund – Tax Court Judgment – Block 1309, Lot 1.01 
 G. Approve Refund – Tax Court Judgment – Block 1601, Lot 34 
 H. Approve Refund – Tax Court Judgment – Block 1005, Lot 10 

I. Approve Refund – Tax Court Judgment – Block 1005, Lot 11 
J. Approve Refund – Overpayment of Taxes – Block 1007, Lot 6 
K. Approve Refund – Engineering Escrow – 105 Franklin Street 
L. Approve Refund – Engineering Escrow – 27 Ridge Road 

 M. Approve Refund – Engineering Escrow – 3 Mountain Road 
 N. Approve Refund – Engineering Escrow – 140 Deerfield Drive 
 O. Approve Refund – Engineering Escrow – 27 Royden Road 
 P. Approve Refund – Engineering Escrow – 63 Newcomb Road 
 Q. Approve Refund – Engineering Escrow – 96 Highwood Avenue 
 R. Approve Refund – Tree Mitigation Escrow – 320 Engle Street 
 S. Approve Refund – Tree Mitigation Escrow – 17 Marcotte Lane 
 T. Approve Refund – Tree Mitigation Escrow – 246 Highwood Avenue 
 U. Approve Refund – Tree Mitigation Escrow – 25 Woodhill Road 
 V. Authorize Forfeit of Tree Mitigation Escrow to Shade Tree Trust Fund –    
  277 Riveredge Road 

W. Authorize Issuance of Purchase Order – Marturano Recreation Company –   
  Griffin Park Playground Equipment 
 
FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER 

 Nail Salons (C. Barzelatto) 
C. Barzelatto reported that OSHA lists numerous chemicals that are found in nail salons and 
that workers are exposed to a greater amount of formaldehyde than those who work in 
chemistry or embalming.  He recommended that Council send a letter to state officials to take 
action similar to what is being done in New York.  Mayor Rustin noted that he will pass this 
information to the Board of Health to review as well.     

 

 Active Shooter Training Session (C. Barzelatto) 
C. Barzelatto recommended conducting an active shooter training session as part of a 
Council meeting as it will be about an hour long.  He stated that the Police Department 
conducts training for schools and Borough employees; however, this session is more across 
the board training.  C. Stefanowicz suggested that a direct recording be arranged with Dave 
DiGregorio at the high school so that it would be broadcasted longer as a special program. 

 

 Junior Firefighter Age of Eligibility (C. Barzelatto) 
C. Barzelatto reported that 11 teenagers are participating in the program.  The minimum age 
16, but the Fire Department is requesting to lower the age to 15.  Mrs. Thompson-Chin will 
check with Mrs. Byrne to determine if the minimum age is restricted under insurance 
regulations.   

 

 C. Basch inquired how much more money will be spent on roads next year.  Mrs. Thompson-
Chin noted that Council confirmed to budget for a much more expansive program of three 
times more than usual.  She is seeking to incorporate $1.2 million in the budget for road 
repairs, whereas the usual budgeted amount is $400,000.   

 



  

 C. Basch asked for an update regarding the Board of Health’s recommendation to have 
establishments that sell tobacco to have signage regarding the new age of sale adopted by the 
Borough.  Mr. McClure noted that an ordinance cannot be introduced until January.   
 

CLOSED SESSION 
Mayor Rustin recognized Borough Attorney William McClure, who read into the record Resolution 
15-416. 
 
BE IT RESOLVED in compliance with NJSA 10:4-12, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Tenafly are going into Closed Executive Session to discuss the following matters: 
 
 A. Collective Bargaining 
  1. Police Commission Update Re: PBA Contract 

 
B. Litigation/Attorney-Client Privilege 

  1. Swim Club Leases – Parking Lot 
 
Minutes will be taken of the meeting and released to the public at the time that the matter is 

resolved.   After Closed Executive Session, the Mayor and Council will reconvene in the Richard D. 
Wilson Committee Room to adjourn this public meeting. 
 
There being no further business to come before the Council, on a motion from C. Zinna, seconded 
by C. Park, and all present voting in favor, the meeting was adjourned to the Closed Session at 9:09  
p.m. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
As there was no further business to come before the Council, on a motion by C.  Zinna, second by C. 
Park, and unanimously carried, to adjourn this meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:50 p.m. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
 

Lissette Aportela,  
MPA, RMC, CMC 

Borough Clerk 


