
  

Borough of Tenafly 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
 

MINUTES 
 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2015 
 
At 7:34 p.m. Mayor Rustin read the Open Public Meetings Act Statement: “In compliance with the 
Open Public Meetings Act P.L. 1975, chapter 231, the notice requirements have been satisfied. 
Meeting dates for the year are confirmed at the Annual Meeting, are posted on the public bulletin 
board in the lobby of the Municipal Center, published in the Record within the first 10 days of the 
New Year, and copies are sent to the Suburbanite and Northern Valley Press. Notice of this meeting 
by Resolution #15-101 has been sent to the Record, the Suburbanite, and Northern Valley Press 
and has been posted on the public bulletin board in the lobby of the Municipal Center and Borough 

website.”  
 
 Present: Mayor Peter S. Rustin 
 

Council members:  Maxim Basch, Daniel Park, Mark Zinna 
 
   Borough Administrator: Jewel Thompson-Chin  
   Borough Attorney:  William R. McClure, Esq. 
     

Absent: Councilmembers Anthony Barzelatto, Nadia LaMastra, Paul Stefanowicz 
 
TO BE CONSIDERED 
Community Center 
Council reviewed the programmatic outline prepared by the Borough Administrator.  C. Zinna 
remarked that Council needs to have a concept developed before conducting any public hearing.  He 
recommended having an ad hoc committee formed to develop the concept to bring before the whole 
governing body.  C. Zinna noted that there are members of the community are present wishing to 
speak about the matter.   
 
Sarah Levinson – 282 Woodland Street – requested that a committee be developed to explore the 
idea of a community center.  She described the desire of some members of the community who wish 
to create momentum for the young and old to come together.  Ms. Levinson suggested visiting the 
community centers in Secaucus, Fort Lee, and Teaneck. 
 
Mayor Rustin commented that he chaired a committee regarding a community center that was put 
together by Mayor Moscovitz in 2000.  The concept did not move forward because location was an 
issue.  Mayor Rustin advised that what a Tenafly community center will be must be defined in 
regards of its function and purpose with the needs of the residents.  C. Basch noted that that 
seniors were adamant about staying at the same location of the senior center and that any 
community center would need to be accessible.  C. Park stated that the major needs of the 
community must be identified and then the concept can be built around that.  Council discussed a 
possible composition of the ad hoc committee.  Mayor Rustin and C. Zinna will report back to 
Council at the next work session with a structure for the committee.   
 
Sale of Alcohol on Sundays – Plenary Distribution Licensees 
Council reviewed the original request from the Chamber of Commerce to permit the sale of alcohol 
at liquor stores until 10pm on Sundays.  The concept of permitting the sale of alcohol 7 days a week 
until midnight was discussed.  The Borough Clerk was directed to obtain a recommendation from 
the Police Chief. 
 
Budgeting for Senior Van 
C. Park asked the Borough Administrator for a ball park range on the cost of the van.  Mrs. 
Thompson-Chin responded that the cost would approximately be $100,000 for the vehicle and 
equipment and does not include the cost for maintenance and part-time staffing.  The total cost of 
the program is applied against the 2% cap.  The concept of the senior van keeps broadening and it’s 
a disservice if it is not the true intent of the governing body.  A van locks the Borough into a local 
limited service.  Type of service that Council wants to provide is the guide for the programing and 
costs.  Mrs. Thompson-Chin confirmed that the Borough is not ready in 2016 to launch a 
transportation service.  A successful transportation service is properly planned, scheduled and 
phased.   
 



  

C. Zinna stated that Council needs a sense from Senior Services Direct what are the seniors’ 
expectations.  He inquired if it is possible to join with the JCC.  Mayor Rustin responded that he 
has been reaching out to the JCC for 4 years with no reply.  He noted that there is a new CEO and 
will contact the organization again.  C. Basch commented that while the Council needs to find out 
the entire utilization and requirements, money should be put into the budget as vehicles have been 
recently purchased for personnel.  C. Park recommended that the Riverside Co-Op conduct a needs 
assessment within their communities in order to arrange for a shared service.  Mrs. Thompson-
Chin advised that she will contact the members of the cooperative.   
 
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
Mrs. Thompson-Chin reported on the telephone system presentation held by the Board of 
Education, in which the telephone system will be linked through the IT network and phones will 
become aspects of the computers.  The Board anticipates having new system to go in effect in the 
spring of 2016.  As they are preparing final specifications, they have asked the Borough to work 
with their communications consultant because the Borough’s telephone system will be an alternate 
for the bid.  C. Basch requested a presentation on the proposed system.  Mrs. Thompson-Chin 
advised that once the onsite assessment has been conducted, she will arrange for a presentation 
with the Board of Education’s IT Director and Business Administrator.     

 
With regards to bond counsel, of 7 proposals received, 3 firms are being recommended for an 
interview due to their experience and reputation.  Council will discuss the appointment of members 
for the interviewing committee at the December 8th work session. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
E. Kollitides    RE: Driveway Maintenance/Paving 
Council acknowledged receipt of Mr. Kollitides’ letter.  There will be no changes in the current 
zoning permit ordinance as there was no consensus among Council to do so. 
 
J. McClane    RE:  Proposal for Sidewalks along Knickerbocker Road 
Mayor Rustin advised that he received an e-mail from a resident who is requesting sidewalks to be 
installed on Knickerbocker Road.  Mayor Rustin described the road as having sporadic sidewalks, 
without a consistent shoulder, with a lot of pedestrian traffic and a bus route.  There are significant 
trees close to the road, which force people to walk on the lawn or on the street.  Even though it is a 
county road, the county does not pay for sidewalks.  C. Basch recommended developing a plan by 
looking at all major roads along the bus routes for sidewalks.  He suggested including Riveredge 
Road to evaluate for sidewalks as it is also dangerous.  Mayor Rustin responded that the 
streetscape of Knickerbocker Road is difficult and visibility is an issue, whereas Riveredge Road at 
lease has a sidewalk on one side.  Mrs. Thompson-Chin advised to undertake a sidewalk 
installation project, the Borough will need to acquire property and disturb residential piers and 
driveways.   
 
C. Zinna recommended on obtaining the Borough Engineer’s opinion on the sidewalks as well as on 
the blinking light on Hickory Avenue.  He requested that it be evaluated to determine if having a 
traffic light would help ease the flow of pedestrian traffic.  Mayor Rustin noted that it would be more 
suitable to have the Police Chief evaluate the area.  Mrs. Thompson-Chin advised that she will 
obtain a written report from Chief Chamberlain.  C. Park inquired that if the Borough would 
undertake such a project, would it qualify for a Complete Streets NJDOT grant.  Mrs. Thompson-
Chin responded that it would qualify as a Complete Streets project, but there may not be grant 
funding available.  She further advised that any project would require county review and agreement. 
 
RESOLUTIONS for meeting of November 23, 2015: 

A. Approve Expenditures as of November 18, 2015 
B. Authorize Purchase of Gasoline, Diesel, and Heating oil from Rachles/Michele’s Oil 

Company, Inc. 
C. Authorize Purchase of Road Salt from Cargill, Inc. 
D. Approve Tree Mitigation Escrow Refund – 14 Millers Crossing 
E. Approve Tree Mitigation Escrow Refund – 294 W Clinton Avenue 
F. Approve Tree Mitigation Escrow Refund – 100 Deerfield Drive 
G. Approve Tree Mitigation Escrow Refund and Transfer to the Tree Replacement Fund – 10 

Sussex Road 
H. Schedule 2015 Recess & 2016 Reorganization Meetings 
I. Authorize Transfer of Plenary Retail Consumption License – 0261-33-005-008 – New Hong 

Bo Suk Restaurant, Inc. to En Shih Wang 
J. Authorize Refunds – Recreation Department – Fingerprint Reimbursements 
K. Authorize Refunds – Recreation Department - Various 

 
C. Basch inquired if the transfer of the liquor license would keep it in pocket status.  Ms. Aportela 
replied that the new owner will be activating the license at a physical location in 2016, in which 
there would be a place-to-place transfer for municipal consent. 



  

 
Minutes to be approved:    November 10, 2015 Work Session 
      November 10, 2015 Regular Meeting 
      November 10, 2015 Closed Session 
 
FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER 
Nail Salons (C. Barzelatto) 
This item will be discussed at a future meeting. 
 
 
At this time the meeting was recessed at 8:28 p.m. due to a scheduled presentation in the Regular 
Meeting at 8:30 p.m.  The meeting resumed at 9:15 p.m. 
 
     
OLD BUSINESS 
Sgt. Oresko Monument 
Council confirmed that the monument will be placed in the oval.  HPC Chair, David Wall stated that 
he will provide Mr. McClure with contact information for the attorney of Sgt. Oresko’s estate as 

there were no heirs.  Mr. Wall commented it is possible that there may be funds from the estate that 
could be contributed to the project.   
 
BID Funds 
The BID has officially requested that all remaining assets be placed in a trust or designated fund 
with the Chamber of Commerce with BID restrictions on the use of funds.  Mr. McClure stated that 
while his preference is to return the funds to the property owners, the BID can legally designate 
transferring the funds to the Chamber for use within the district.  Mrs. Thompson-Chin inquired if 
the Chamber must have a 501(c)(3) established before the dissolution of the corporation.  Mr. 
McClure responded that the Borough can hold it in trust while the 501(c)(3) is being established.  
Council authorized that the BID proceed with dissolution. 
 
 
C. Basch commented that at times the public comment period can become a dialogue and asked if 
the rules should be amended to include a question and answer session. Mr. McClure stated that a 
question and answer session is not suitable for a meeting.  The Council is a whole body and it is not 
proper to engage in dialogue.  Ms. Aportela confirmed that public comment is required under the 
Open Public Meetings Act, it is not proper to engage in any dialogue or debate.   
 
C. Basch provided information about a company that was at the League which offers free software 
to search for permits.  Mrs. Thompson-Chin will evaluate the product in comparison to the software 
the Building Department currently uses which has the same function. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
As there was no further business to come before the Council, on a motion by C.  Basch , second by 
C. Zinna, and unanimously carried, to adjourn this meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:44 
p.m.   

 
Respectfully submitted,  

 
 

Lissette Aportela 
MPA, RMC, CMC 

Borough Clerk 


