
  

Borough of Tenafly 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
 

MINUTES 
 

MONDAY, JULY 13, 2015 
 
At 7:04 p.m. Mayor Rustin read the Open Public Meetings Act Statement: “In compliance with the 
Open Public Meetings Act P.L. 1975, chapter 231, the notice requirements have been satisfied. 
Meeting dates for the year are confirmed at the Annual Meeting, are posted on the public bulletin 
board in the lobby of the Municipal Center, published in the Record within the first 10 days of the 
New Year, and copies are sent to the Suburbanite and Northern Valley Press. Notice of this meeting 
by Resolution #15-101 has been sent to the Record, the Suburbanite, and Northern Valley Press 
and has been posted on the public bulletin board in the lobby of the Municipal Center and Borough 

website.”  
 
 Present: Mayor Peter S. Rustin 
 

Council members:  Anthony Barzelatto, Maxim Basch, Nadia LaMastra,   
   Daniel Park, Paul Stefanowicz, Mark Zinna 

 
   Borough Administrator: Jewel Thompson-Chin  
   Borough Attorney:  William R. McClure, Esq. 
     

Absent: None 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
Status of Pfister's Pond by TNC Executive Director P. Punzi 
Executive Director, Mr. Peter Punzi described that during the Tenafly Nature Center’s Executive 
Board retreat in January 2015 Pfister’s Pond was a priority focus.  He explained the natural aging 
and shrinking of the pond.  He stated that sediment removal by dredging is the only way to increase 
water depth and reverse aging.  The Nature Center met with NJ DEP, who recommends dredging 
and to file permit application immediately.  The Bergen County Mosquito Commission is willing to 
conduct the dredging once an application is filed.  Mr. Punzi stated that the first step is to conduct 
a feasibility study, then to design the dredging project, obtain permits, while identifying and 
securing funding.  He noted that Maser is drafting a proposal for the project.  The initial estimate 
for the project is $1 million and the Nature Center is looking for Borough to take the lead on the 
project.  Mr. Punzi advised that they are looking for grants to help absorb the costs.  Mayor Rustin 
suggested that the Nature Center conduct a fundraising drive to come up with a significant part to 
cover the costs.   
 
Mr. Punzi stated that Pfister’s Pond is a man-made pond created in the turn of the 1900s and 
originally encompassed 5 acres.  It has reduced to 3.5 acre.  He described the biodiversity at the site 
which serves as a migratory bird habitat.  If there is no pond, species will be lost.  He advised that 
the approximate estimates for the feasibility studies range from $39,000 to $50,000.  Mayor Rustin 
commented that the first step is for the Nature Center to get a description of the process to 
determine roles and costs.  He stated that he will reach out to the mayors of Closter and Englewood 
for information on the dredging of the ponds in those communities. 
 
TO BE CONSIDERED 
Tree Ordinance – Discussion with DPW Director Culvert 
C. LaMastra requested clarification on whether the tree ordinance applies when an application 
comes before the Planning Board for a subdivision or project.   
 
Mayor Rustin stated that before an application is submitted to the Planning Board or Board of 
Adjustment, it is presented at the Building Department.  Mr. Culvert added that a tree removal and 
mitigation plan is prepared, inspections are conducted, and there is follow-up to ensure mitigation 
plan is being followed.  He confirmed that if trees are within the footprint, they can be removed. 
 
Council discussed the designation of landmark trees.  Mr. McClure emphasized that a homeowner 
needs to provide consent for landmark designation and there is a process for the removal of a 
landmark tree.   
 



  

Mayor Rustin noted that with 53 Knickerbocker Road, at the Planning Board meeting, the 
Environmental Commission chair asked for an inventory of the trees.  The property owner declined 
and cannot be force to conduct the inventory. 
 
C. LaMastra asked Mr. Culvert if he has any recommendations to change the ordinance.  Mr. 
Culvert responded that the Borough has a good tree ordinance and it does not need to be changed.  
Council determined not to take any further action on the tree ordinance.   
 
Revised DPW Building Budget 
Mrs. Thompson-Chin referenced the reallocation of funding within the line items in the DPW 
building project budget to cover the costs associated with the UST closure process.  She highlighted 
that there is a resolution authorizing remediation on the consent agenda.   
 
HPC Guidelines Booklet 
C. Stefanowicz advised that the HPC is requesting to pass along the cost for the black and white 
copies of the guidelines booklet from $10 to $15. Council confirmed the price increase. 
 
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

 Mrs. Thompson-Chin advised that the bid threshold increased for municipalities that have a 
QPA from $36,000 to $40,000.  Mr. Vinci is the Borough’s QPA and after his retirement on 
July 30th there will be a period of time that the Borough’s minimum threshold will be reduced 
to $17,500.  2 employees in the Finance Department have expressed an interest to seek the 
designation; however, she will inquire with other municipalities to determine if there are 
shared service agreements for the QPA position. 

 

 Mrs. Thompson-Chin reported that the next project in making playgrounds ADA compliant is 
to renovate the playground in the upper portion of Griffin Park.  A Bergen County open space 
grant is being sought for this project.  The grant application requires a public hearing, which 
will be held at the August 10th meeting. 

 

 With regards to the code enforcement officer vacancy, 17 resumes were received. 6 viable 
candidates have been selected for interviews, which are being conducted this week. 

 
RESOLUTIONS for meeting of July 13, 2015: 

A. Approve Expenditures as of July 8, 2015 
B. Approve Outdoor Seating Permit 
C. Authorize Renewal of Plenary Retail Consumption License, Plenary Retail Distribution 

License, and Club License 
D. Authorize Additional Engineering Services – Griffin Park Improvements 
E. Approve Change Order #2 – Concrete Construction Corp 
F. Certify 2014 Audit 
G. Adopt Corrective Action Plan 
H. Authorize Release of Letter of Credit – Lubavitch on the Palisades 
I. Authorize Redemption of Tax Title Lien TTL 2014-3 
J. Authorize Tree Mitigation Escrow Refund – 47 Homestead Road 
K. Authorize Refund – Youth Services Teen Summer Camp – Diamant 
L. Authorize Refund – Youth Services Teen Summer Camp – Kim  
M. Authorize Refund – Youth Services Teen Summer Camp – Liu  

N. Authorize Refund – Youth Services Teen Summer Camp – Spindel  
O. Authorize Refund – Youth Services Teen Summer Camp – Teraguchi  
P. Authorize Refund – Youth Services Teen Summer Camp – Zinna  
Q. Authorize Receipt of Bids – 2014 HMGP Generator Project 
R. Amend Contract – Government Management Advisors, LLC  
S. Award Professional Services Contract to Dedicated Project Services LLC for Clerk of the 

Works Services for the Tenafly Public Works Building Construction Project 
T. Award Contract – Tenafly Road Section 4 Project 
U. Award Contract – 2015 Micro-Surfacing Project 
V. Award Contract – 2015 Road Resurfacing Program 
W. Authorize Professional Environmental and Licensed Site Remediation Professional 

Services 
 

C. Zinna explained that he will recuse himself from Resolution P. 
 
Minutes to be approved:    June 30, 2015 Work Session 
      June 30, 2015 Regular Meeting 
      June 30, 2015 Closed Session 
 
 



  

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
A. Ordinances:   ORDINANCE NO. 15-09 – AN ORDINANCE    
     APPROPRIATING $46,000 AVAILABLE GRANT FROM  
     BERGEN COUNTY OPEN SPACE AND $54,500   
     AVAILABLE IN CAPITAL FUND BALANCE TO    
     PROVIDE FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO GRIFFIN PARK   
     IN THE BOROUGH OF TENAFLY TO BE    
     UNDERTAKEN 

OLD BUSINESS 
9/11 Ceremony 
C. Barzelatto confirmed that the ceremony will take place at Peace Plaza at 7pm on September 11th.  
 
53 Knickerbocker Road 
C. Basch stated that Mr. Lapsker is at Borough Hall with a written proposal. 
 
C. Zinna expressed that he has ethical issues with whole presentation.  He noted that even though 
C. Basch disclosed his friendship with Mr. Lapsker, a member of the Environmental Commission, 
who recently resigned is advocating for this transaction to receive a commission. Therefore, he does 

not want his name associated with this project.   
 
C. Barzelatto expressed similar ethical concerns and concurred not wanting to be associated with 
the project.  
 
C. LaMastra stated that at the open space subcommittee meeting, the HPC was told to find a 
partner to save 53 Knickerbocker Road because there are any municipal funds to subsidize the 
purchase of the property.  She clarified that no one on Council has acted unethically.   
 
C. Zinna noted that that Mr. Lapsker was clearly informed at the meeting of June 30th that there 
are no assurances and that Council needed a written proposal to review beforehand.  C. LaMastra 
advised that a decision of this magnitude takes months to review.  She did not agree with a full 
presentation as there is nothing in front of the Council; however, Mr. Lapsker should have the 
opportunity to speak at the public comment portion of the meeting like anyone else in the audience.  
C. Stefanowicz stated that it is premature to have a presentation as Council needs a detailed plan in 
writing ahead of time.   
 
The consensus among Council was not to hear a presentation, but permit Mr. Lapsker to speak at 
public comment, should he wish to do so.  If he wishes to provide a proposal, he needs to provide it 
in writing for Council to review and determine whether they wish to have a presentation.   
 
C. LaMastra commented that Council HPC a future joint meeting to review eligible properties and to 
formulate a designation plan for historic designation.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
As there was no further business to come before the Council, on a motion by C.  Zinna, second by C. 
Park, and unanimously carried, to adjourn this meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:28 p.m.   
 

 
Respectfully submitted,  

 
 

Lissette Aportela 
MPA, RMC, CMC 

Borough Clerk 


