
  

Borough of Tenafly 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
 

MINUTES 
 

TUESDAY, MAY 26, 2015 
 
At 7:31 p.m. Mayor Rustin read the Open Public Meetings Act Statement: “In compliance with the 
Open Public Meetings Act P.L. 1975, chapter 231, the notice requirements have been satisfied. 
Meeting dates for the year are confirmed at the Annual Meeting, are posted on the public bulletin 
board in the lobby of the Municipal Center, published in the Record within the first 10 days of the 
New Year, and copies are sent to the Suburbanite and Northern Valley Press. ”  
 
 Present: Mayor Peter S. Rustin  

 
Council members:  Maxim Basch, Nadia LaMastra, Daniel Park (arrived at 7:32 

p.m.), Paul Stefanowicz, Mark Zinna 
 
   Borough Administrator: Jewel Thompson-Chin  
   Borough Attorney:  William R. McClure, Esq. 
     

Absent: Councilmember Anthony Barzelatto 
 

 
Mayor Rustin noted that while public comments are held over until the regular session, there was a 
representative from Keller Williams who requested to address the Council concerning the grand 
opening event on Thursday.  Ms. Nancy Bunin explained that due to the impending weather 
forecast for Thursday’s grand opening event, Keller Williams is seeking to put a tent up on the 
sidewalk.  The tent would be installed during the day before the event and taken down that same 
evening.  Mrs. Thompson-Chin advised Ms. Bunin that a representative should touch base with the 
Police Department regarding the tent and parking.  Ms. Bunin confirmed that Sgt. Bozzo will be in 
the area around 3 p.m. to section off the area for parking purposes.  Council authorized the 
placement of the tent on the sidewalk; however, when it is being installed the Police and Building 
Department must be notified to inspect it.   
 
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
Mrs. Thompson-Chin advised Council that the Borough’s existing two year agreement with EMEX 
expires in October 2015.  If Council is seeking to renew the agreement, EMEX can be authorized to 
start seeking prices for most savings.  She noted that the reverse energy auction has been 
successful in yielding energy savings of municipal facilities.    
 
Mrs. Thompson-Chin updated Council on the status of the donations for the annual fireworks and 
concerts.   The total amount received to date is $13,300, which encompasses corporate and 
residential support.  The cost of the fireworks is covered and the balance will be used to supplement 
the summer concert series.  
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
C. Hatten    RE: Request for POD 
Council approved request for the POD. However, due to the location of the property, a diagram for 
the placement of the POD must be approved by the Police Department to make sure there isn’t a 
line of sight issue at the corner.  The Borough Clerk will notify the resident. 
 
NJLM     RE: 100th Anniversary/Executive Director’s Retirement 
Mayor Rustin noted that the Borough received a thank you letter from the New Jersey State League 
of Municipalities for the Borough’s congratulatory proclamation. 
 
RESOLUTIONS for meeting of May 26, 2015: 

A. Approve Expenditures as of May 20, 2015 
B. Authorize Receipt of Bids – TVAC Ambulance 
C. Support Click It or Ticket Seat Belt Mobilization 
D. Authorize Refund – Tax Court Judgment 
E. Authorize Refund – Engineering Escrow – 11 Birchwood Place 
F. Authorize Refund – Tree Mitigation Escrow – 18 North Browning Avenue 
G. Authorize Refund – Tree Mitigation Escrow – 124 Westervelt Avenue 
H. Authorize Refund – Tree Mitigation Escrow – 293 Hudson Avenue 



  

I. Authorize Refund – Tree Mitigation Escrow – 149 Oak Street 
J. Approve Raffle Application – RA 1115 
K. Approve Outdoor Seating Applications 
L. Authorize Refund – Overpayment of Taxes 
M. Authorize Refund – Recreation Department – Fingerprint Reimbursement 
N. Authorize Refunds – Recreation Department – Various 
O. Confirm Appointment – Access for All Committee 

 
Minutes to be approved:     May 12, 2015 Regular Meeting 
       May 12, 2015 Closed Session 
    
FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER 

 Resolution of Appreciation for Law Enforcement Officers (C. Barzelatto) 
This item will be discussed at a future meeting. 

 

 C. LaMastra inquired about the paving of County Road.  Mrs. Thompson-Chin noted that the 
paving is a Bergen County project from the border with Cresskill to East Clinton Avenue.  
She noted that in a prior report, it was indicated that the anticipated start date would be 
within 45 days.  C. LaMastra stated that the Police Department did put an alert sign near Mt. 
Carmel, but expressed concern about notification to residents.  She commented that unless 
someone regularly commutes in the area, a person may not know of the construction.  In an 
effort to prevent chaos, she suggested using the Code Red to notify residents.  Council 
concurred.  Mrs. Thompson-Chin will coordinate the announcement with Chief Chamberlain 
concerning the 3 day road closure.   

 

 C. LaMastra requested if the email storage for Council can be increased due to the volume of 
email and attachments that are received.  Mrs. Thompson-Chin responded that she will 
coordinate with the Board of Education.   

 

 C. LaMastra stated that with regards to the currently proposed location of the dog park, she 
was concerned with reducing the buffer between the municipal complex congestion and 
Forest Road residents.   She recommended that Council should give thought to continue 
looking for other locations.  This item will be further addressed at the June work session.    

 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Resolution Opposing the User-Friendly Budget 
Mrs. Thompson-Chin noted that those who primarily object to the user-friendly budget are 
communities that do not have a significant amount of staff.  The state did not provide 
municipalities with the ability to automate the entries.  Each spreadsheet needs to be manually 
updated.  The DCA only provides the spreadsheets and municipalities need to input each portion of 
information.  Mayor Rustin noted that the Bergen County League of Municipalities is unanimously 
opposed it.  Mrs. Thompson-Chin stated that at the League conference last November, the DCA 
informed attendees that the user-friendly budget would not be mandatory, but then reversed their 
position this year.  Council authorized placing a resolution opposing the user-friendly budget on the 
next agenda.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 

As there was no further business to come before the Council, on a motion by C.  Zinna, second by C. 
LaMastra , and unanimously carried, to adjourn this meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:02   
p.m.   

 
Respectfully submitted,  

 
 

Lissette Aportela 
MPA, RMC, CMC 

Borough Clerk 


