
  

Borough of Tenafly 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
 

MINUTES 
 

TUESDAY, MAY 5, 2015 
 
At 7:33 p.m. Mayor Rustin read the Open Public Meetings Act Statement: “In compliance with the 
Open Public Meetings Act P.L. 1975, chapter 231, the notice requirements have been satisfied. 
Meeting dates for the year are confirmed at the Annual Meeting, are posted on the public bulletin 
board in the lobby of the Municipal Center, published in the Record within the first 10 days of the 
New Year, and copies are sent to the Suburbanite and Northern Valley Press.” 
 
 Present: Mayor Peter S. Rustin  

 
Council members:  Anthony Barzelatto (arrived at 8:25 p.m.), Nadia LaMastra, 

Daniel Park (arrived at 7:35 p.m.), Paul Stefanowicz, Mark 
Zinna 

 
   Borough Administrator: Jewel Thompson-Chin  
   Borough Attorney:  William R. McClure, Esq. 
    
   

Absent:  Councilmember Maxim Basch 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Mayor Rustin read the following statement: 
 
Public Comments: A total of 15 minutes has been allocated for this purpose.  Citizens are welcome 
to address the Mayor and Council on any governmental item of concern to them, whether or not it is 
scheduled on the agenda below.  Citizens must give their names and addresses when recognized to 
speak.  Large groups are urged to select someone to represent them.  The public is advised that 
these meetings are recorded and are subject to the Open Public Records Act. 
 
No one came forward. 
 
TO BE CONSIDERED 
Asbestos & Lead Paint Evaluation 
Mrs. Thompson-Chin noted that the proposal is for lead paint and asbestos evaluation for 5 South 
Summit, as well as the asbestos evaluation for the current DPW site at 107 Grove Street.  The 
Borough is obligated to abate this issue as the DPW is an active work site.  If any remediation work 
is required, funds would be obtain through older capital balances. 
 
Community Garden 
Mrs. Thompson-Chin advised that she asked the Green Team for a more detailed proposal to 
include how the garden will be maintained and harvested.  They are still formulating ideas, but 
have to submit more concrete plans.  The Green Team is planning on conducting a public outreach 
to attract volunteers who would be responsible for specific plots to plant, cultivate and maintain.   
 
C. Park advised that the first stage is to have the Borough plant perennials.  He stated that he is 
seeking grants to help with the costs and will coordinate with the Center for Food Action to donate 
food that will be grown.  C. LaMastra recommended that the soil be tested before planting since 
there was construction in the municipal complex.   
 
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
Mrs. Thompson-Chin advised that the hiring process for an officer is on the Police Department’s 
page on the Borough website.  Once that process has been completed, the next step is promotion to 
the rank of lieutenant. 
 
With regards to the new DPW Building, the current focus is on the UST close-out.  Between May 
and June, work will be done with regards to going out to bid for construction and soliciting for a 
Clerk of the Works.   
 
 
 



  

CORRESPONDENCE 
M. Martin   RE: Request to repave Grandview Terrace 
Mayor Rustin referenced an e-mail he had received from resident from Grandview Terrace.  He 
advised the resident that this street is not on list for this year’s repaving projects.  He recommended 
that more money be allocated on improving the streets in next year’s capital budget in lieu of other 
projects.  C. LaMastra inquired if bidding for the road improvement project had started with the 
Riverside Co-Op and if there are any saving from the bids, can other streets be considered.  Mrs. 
Thompson-Chin indicated that the process has started, but it is too early to tell if there will be left 
over funds from what had been anticipated in the budget.   
 
Wyckoff Township  RE: Resolution Opposing User-Friendly Budget 
C. LaMastra requested a sample of the user-friendly budget.  Mrs. Thompson-Chin advised that the 
Borough’s user-friendly budget is being reviewed and still needs to be submitted to the DCA, but it 
is a multi-tab Excel spreadsheet.  Council determined to review the document before considering 
adopting a similar resolution. 
 
TO BE CONSIDERED (continued) 
ITN North Jersey – Senior Transportation Services – Presentation by John Boswick 

Mr. Boswick described ITN North Jersey as an affiliate of ITN America as a members only 
transportation service for people 60 years of age or older or for the visually impaired.  He stated that 
the Wyckoff-based organization is seeking to use the Senior Center as a venue to recruit volunteer 
drivers and members.   
 
Mr. Boswick explained that members complete an application and pay a $90 annual fee in monthly 
installments of $7.50, but the first month of membership would be waived.  The program is a fare 
based of $1.50 per mile in addition to the membership.  There are 12 drivers in total.  Members are 
directed to reserve transport by 4pm the day before.  In reference to volunteers, they are reimbursed 
for mileage per occupied mile, but most volunteers don’t seek reimbursement.  The drivers will not 
wait onsite unless it is less than 15 minutes.  Port Authority does not allow ITN to transport riders 
to the airport.  There services are only within Bergen County at this time and drivers are covered by 
their own auto insurance.  The drivers undergo a criminal and driving background check, are 
interviewed and trained on how to help riders in and out of the car. 
 
Mr. McClure commented that the Borough has protections under Title 59, but this service would 
need to be reviewed with the risk management consultant.  Mrs. Thompson-Chin indicated that 
there is no exchange of funds in the vehicle.  Mr. Boswick confirmed that as a non-profit and 
membership based company, the rider’s account would be billed.  He stated that the Senior Center 
is a good hub to get members and volunteers.   
 
Domus Corporation – COAH & Affordable Housing – Presentation by John Westervelt 
Mr. Westervelt explained that over the course of 20 years, the Domus Corporation completed 10 
affordable housing projects.  There are two pending projects in Bergen County; particularly in River 
Vale and Northvale.  Since Mr. Westervelt is also the CEO of Catholic Charities, there are social 
service programs provided at the sites.  He noted that there may be possible projects in Edison and 
Trenton.  The group had constructed mainly senior housing, but had constructed family housing 
complexes as well. He explained that once a property is identified, Katy Brennan from Monarch 
Housing steps in to seek financing.  Since many sources no longer exist, they have obtained 
corporate donations from banks and other organizations who receive tax credits for their donations.  
Ms. Brennan advised that residents who are selected for these units are of low to moderate income, 
which would be 60% of the area median income for the county.  Mr. Westervelt noted that in 2010, 
Domus Corporation completed an affordable housing complex on Washington Avenue in Dumont.  
There is a superintendent on site 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, as well as a resident manager. The 
units in Dumont were filled within 2 months.  Mr. Westervelt stated that Domus Corporation would 
like to do a project in Tenafly and conduct a market study.  They work with a 99 year lease, such as 
the pending project in Northvale or have the property deeded to them for ownership as in Dumont.   
 
RESOLUTIONS for meeting of May 12 2015:  
 A. Approve Expenditures as of May 6, 2015 
 B. Amend 2015 Meeting Schedule – Reschedule July and August Meetings 
 C. Authorize Return of Performance Bond and Escrow – Tenafly Car Wash 
 D. Authorize Change Order – Municipal Building Chiller Replacement 
 
OLD BUSINESS 

 Sgt. Oresko Memorial 
Ms. Aportela explained that if the project will be funded by the open space trust, an 
appropriation ordinance is required with an exact dollar amount.  Council discussed if the 
associated landscaping for the passive park would be donated or if it would be a Borough 
expenditure.  Mrs. Thompson-Chin noted that the project may qualify for a matching Bergen 
County open space grant.  The application would be submitted later this year and funding is 



  

not granted until the following spring.  Council determined to wait until there is a complete 
plan in order to have the proper funding in place.  In the interim, Council directed the 
Borough Administrator to prepare an RFP for passive low-maintenance landscaping for the 
oval.   

 

 C. Zinna advised at the open space subcommittee meeting, there was a discussion of how to 
use the current funds and whether to accumulate them for a big project.  They are seeking to 
form a smaller subcommittee within the group to discuss a community center with the 2 
presidents of the swim clubs.  He also requested to have the Director of the Senior Center 
and the Borough engineer attend the brainstorming meeting to determine if such a project is 
feasible.  Mayor Rustin recommended that the group should visit community centers 
throughout the region.  C. Zinna will coordinate with the Borough Administrator to have the 
Borough Engineer attend the session.   

 

 Mayor Rustin advised Council that the area facing Forest Road for the dog park was staked 
out.  He invited Council to look at the site.  If Council agrees on the location, then funding 
should be solicited through donations.   

 

 Mayor Rustin confirmed that the Crossing Guards will be honored at the June 16th meeting.  
There will be a small reception at 7pm and they will be formally recognized at Regular 
Meeting at 7:45pm. 

 

 Mrs. Thompson-Chin inquired if there was any interest to bring in Vantage Housing for a 
presentation on affordable housing for the developmentally disabled.  There was no 
consensus to proceed at this time.  

 
NEW BUSINESS 

 With regards to the presentation from ITN North Jersey, C. LaMastra will discuss the 
proposal with the Director of the Senior Center and advise Council.  The Borough 
Administrator will speak to Eifert French about the proposal from an insurance liability point 
of view. 

 

 C. Barzelatto requested that Council consider adopting a resolution supporting the police in 
light of current events throughout the nation.  He will provide a draft for consideration.   

 

 Council discussed the presentation by Domus Corporation and potential locations 
throughout the Borough to determine the feasibility for a 30 unit complex.  Council will 
discuss this issue further at a future work session. 

 

 A resident from Forest Road requested if he can address the Mayor and Council since he just 
arrived and missed the public comment portion of the meeting.  Council permitted him to 
speak.  Mr. Asaf expressed his concern about the dog park.  There is already a lot of noise 
and traffic in the area due to the activities in the municipal complex.  The neighbors are very 
concerned and would not like any added disturbances in the area.  Mayor Rustin responded 
that the dog park would only be open during daylight hours.  He noted that if the project 
were to move forward, there will be an opportunity for public discussion for the neighbors to 
voice their concerns.   

 

ADJOURNMENT 
As there was no further business to come before the Council, on a motion by C.  LaMastra, second 
by C. Zinna, and unanimously carried, to adjourn this meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:01  
p.m. 

 
 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
 

Lissette Aportela,  
MPA, RMC, CMC 

Borough Clerk 


