
  

Borough of Tenafly 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
 

MINUTES 
 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 2014 
 
At 7:37 p.m. Mayor Rustin read the Open Public Meetings Act Statement: “In compliance with the 
Open Public Meetings Act P.L. 1975, chapter 231, the notice requirements have been satisfied. 
Meeting dates for the year are confirmed at the Annual Meeting, are posted on the public bulletin 
board in the lobby of the Municipal Center, published in the Record within the first 10 days of the 
New Year, and copies are sent to the Suburbanite and Northern Valley News. Notice of this meeting 
by Resolution #14-301 has been sent to the Record, Suburbanite, and Northern Valley Press and 
posted on the bulletin board in the lobby of the Municipal Center. ”  

 
 Present: Mayor Peter S. Rustin  
 

Council members:  Maxim Basch, Nadia LaMastra, Daniel Park (arrived at 7:47 
p.m.), Jon Warms, Mark Zinna 

 
   Borough Administrator: Jewel Thompson-Chin  
   Borough Attorney:  William R. McClure, Esq. 
     

Absent: Councilmember Anthony Barzelatto  
 
 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

 Mrs. Thompson-Chin reported that the Borough’s employment application will be revised to 
be in compliance with the Opportunity to Compete Act, which was adopted this past August.  
The intent of the legislation is to reduce bias against people who may have criminal 
background history.  Therefore, potential employers cannot ask if a person has a criminal 
background in the employment application, but can request so after a candidate has been 
vetted and interviewed. 

 

 On December 2nd, the CFO will continue the tradition of attending the last work session to 
provide Council a sense of where we stand financially and about forth coming issues in the 
new year.  At the League conference, the State announced that they are granting a one 
month delay with introduction and adoption of municipal budgets and confirmed that the 
“user friendly budget” requirements will be imposed on municipalities for 2015. 

 

 Mrs. Thompson-Chin confirmed that a letter was sent to the president of the Nature Center 
indicating that council is abiding by the referendum and no further action will be taken on 
the project.  C. Basch requested that the letter to the Tenafly Nature Center and the pending 
change of use application requires additional conversation in public.  Council determined to 
discuss the matter in the Regular Meeting later this evening. 

 
 
RESOLUTIONS for meeting of November 28, 2014: 

A. Approve Expenditures as of November 19, 2014 
B. Establish a Dedicated Trust by Rider and Escrow Account for “Payment of Off-Duty 

Police officers for Outside Employment”  
C. Schedule 2014 Recess/2015 Reorganization Meetings and January 6, 2015 Work 

Session Meeting 
D. Authorize Refund – New Construction and Soil Moving Escrow – MDH Builders 
E. Authorize Refund – Tax Court Judgment 
F. Authorize Refund – Fingerprint Reimbursement 
G. Authorize Refunds – Recreation Department – Various 
H. Authorize Refund – Use of Davis-Johnson Park – Panmun  
I. Authorize Refund – New Construction and Soil Moving Escrow – 147 Newcomb Road 
J. Authorize Refund – Use of Davis-Johnson Park – Raff 
K. Approve Change Order #2 – Municipal Building Chiller Replacement  
L. Authorize Professional Engineering Services – Borough Zoning Map Revisions 
M. Authorize Redemption of Tax Title Lien 13-7 
N. Authorize Refund – Addition and Soil Moving Escrow – 11 Forest Road 
O. Authorize Refund – Tree Mitigation Escrow – 31 Dogwood Lane 



  

P. Authorize Refund – Tree Mitigation Escrow – 411 East Clinton Avenue 
Q. Authorize Submission of Community Development Block Grant Application – Davis 

Johnson Park ADA Accessibility for Gazebo Concert Area 
 

C. LaMastra inquired about 2 bills on the bill list from Maser regarding the Latz litigation.  Mr. 
McClure advised that the Borough Engineer had testified on items pertaining to the case, such as to 
the width of streets, the location of railroad right of way, locations of municipal parking lots, etc. 
  
C. Basch commented on the application for the block grant and requested that Council should have 
had a cost projection on total project.  Mayor Rustin noted that this project had been discussed at a 
prior work session.  Mrs. Thompson-Chin clarified that this project was discussed in great detail 
with Council and the ADA committee in 2012 as the Borough is required to bring its parks into 
compliance with ADA requirements.   
 

 
Minutes to be approved:    November 13, 2014 Closed Session 

November 13, 2014 Work Session 
November 13, 2014 Regular Meeting 

November 13, 2014 Closed Session 
 
  
FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER 

 Davis-Johnson Park – Rules & Regulations for Use (C. Warms) 
C. Warms noted that regulations are extremely tight for the use of the Garden Room and 
park for Borough organizations and committees, including the Boy Scouts since fundraising 
is not permitted.  He believes that Council should review at its earliest convenience in 2015 
for permitting fundraising and alcoholic beverages at Davis-Johnson Park.  Council advised 
the Borough Clerk to list this topic as an item to be considered at the December 2nd work 
session.   

 

 C. Basch requested a monthly summary report of Police activities.  C. LaMastra advised that 
Council used to receive such a report.  Mrs. Thompson-Chin will review this matter with 
Chief Chamberlain to resume the monthly report for 2015.   

 
OLD BUSINESS 
C. LaMastra stated that when Borough meetings are televised, there needs to be rules in place 
where no one can zoom in to Council’s iPads to view the agenda items that cannot be disclosed yet.  
Mrs. Thompson-Chin noted that she will reach out to see if other towns have such rules and 
regulations and is waiting for clarification on equipment needed for televise the meetings held in 
both rooms. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

 C. LaMastra commented that C. Warms served on numerous committees and council should 
really think about which committees they wish to serve on next year.  Mayor Rustin 
confirmed that he will reach out to Council after Thanksgiving for liaison assignments and 
recommendations for filling board vacancies.  

 

 C. Zinna recommended that a new committee be established to brainstorm on redevelopment 
in the Borough as vacancies cannot be allowed to continue.  Mayor Rustin advised that at 
the League conference, Downtown NJ offered to conduct an audit free of charge.  Mayor 
Rustin recommended that the Borough should engage their services, hold a special meeting 
to listen to the results of the audit and then form the committee.  He will reach out to the 
Executive Director to discuss the scheduling of the audit. 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
As there was no further business to come before the Council, on a motion by C.  Zinna, second by C. 
Park, and unanimously carried, to adjourn this meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
 

Lissette Aportela-Hernandez, MPA, RMC, CMC 
Borough Clerk 

 
 


