
  

Borough of Tenafly 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
 

MINUTES 
 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2014 
 
At 7:37 p.m. Mayor Rustin read the Open Public Meetings Act Statement: “In compliance with the 
Open Public Meetings Act P.L. 1975, chapter 231, the notice requirements have been satisfied. 
Meeting dates for the year are confirmed at the Annual Meeting, are posted on the public bulletin 
board in the lobby of the Municipal Center, published in the Record within the first 10 days of the 
New Year, and copies are sent to the Suburbanite and Northern Valley News.”  
 
 Present: Mayor Peter S. Rustin  

 
Council members:  Anthony Barzelatto, Maxim Basch, Nadia LaMastra, Daniel 

Park, Jon Warms, Mark Zinna 
 
   Borough Administrator: Jewel Thompson-Chin  
   Borough Attorney:  William R. McClure, Esq. 
     

Absent: None   
 
 

CLOSED SESSION 
Mayor Rustin recognized Borough Attorney William McClure, who read into the record Resolution 
14-353-A. 
 
BE IT RESOLVED in compliance with NJSA 10:4-12, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Tenafly are going into Closed Executive Session to discuss the following matters: 
 

A. Attorney-Client Privilege 
1. Tenafly Nature Center Lease  
 

Minutes will be taken of the meeting and released to the public at the time that the matter is 
resolved.   After Closed Executive Session, the Mayor and Council will reconvene in the Richard D. 
Wilson Committee Room to adjourn this public meeting. 
 
There being no further business to come before the Council, on a motion from C. LaMastra, 
seconded by C. Park, and all present voting in favor, the meeting was recessed to the Closed 
Session at 7:39 p.m.  
 
The Committee of the Whole resumed at 8:08 p.m. 

 
 
TO BE CONSIDERED 
Downtown Sidewalk Snow Removal Procedures  
Mayor Rustin advised that the snow removal policy will remain the same as last year.  Stores are 
required to shovel sidewalks for people to have a path to walk and then DPW will remove pile of 
snow along curb.  Neither businesses nor residents are allowed to throw snow out in the street.  To 
assist the businesses in the downtown, DPW will come more frequently to clear the piles. 
 
Lightning Detection System  
Mayor Rustin noted that he has received complaints from residents who live near Sunnyside Park 
regarding the lightning detection system sirens.  The current policy is that no sirens would be 
activated between 11pm to 6am.  These residents are asking that the time be extended to 7am.  
Mrs. Thompson-Chin advised that only 3 of the sirens belong to the Borough and the other 6 belong 
to the Board of Education, so the Borough cannot unilaterally change the policy.  The consensus 
among Council was to leave policy as is and not extend the time period. 
 
2015 Meeting/Holiday Schedule 
Upon review of the proposed schedule, Council determined that the second meeting in September 
be moved to Thursday, September 17th in observance of Rosh Hashanah.  The meeting and holiday 
schedule for 2015 will be adopted at the Reorganization Meeting.  The Recess Meeting will be held 
on Saturday, January 3rd at 12pm and the Reorganization Meeting will be held at 1pm. 



  

LWCF Significant Change of Use Application 
Council decided to allow application to run its course, but a letter will be issued to the Tenafly 
Nature Center to withdraw their support of project, as no formal approval for the project was ever 
given.  Mayor Rustin noted that with regards for the reason to allow the application to go forward, 
there is relative consensus among all parties that it may be possible to work on the Hudson Avenue 
site; however, any action of that nature will require a new application process.  Mayor Rustin 
confirmed that the project as proposed on East Clinton Avenue is not moving forward.  C. Basch 
expressed that he does not agree with continuing with an application for a dead project. 
 
Police Outside Duty Ordinance 
Mr. McClure presented the ordinance he had drafted regarding outside duty detail by the Police, 
which would bring this procedure into compliance with directive from the Division of Local 
Government Services to Chief Financial Officers for collecting funding in advance.  He confirmed 
that this ordinance was required as noted by Borough Auditor.  The ordinance will be introduced on 
November 24th. 
 
 
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

 Mrs. Thompson-Chin reported that the Board of Education will not be able to appropriate 
funds to resurface the swim club parking lots for 2 years.  Council discussed safety concerns 
on the current state of the parking lot and requested that the risk manager evaluate 
condition of the lots.  Council directed the Administrator to review the concept of the 
Borough undertaking a bond ordinance to pay for repaving in 2015 and have Board of 
Education reimburse the Borough in 2016.  Mrs. Thompson-Chin will discuss the proposal 
with the Board of Education Superintendent and advise Council. 

 

 With regards to the rental occupancy review, Council concurred with the Administrator’s 
recommendation to establish a committee to review the samples received from other 
municipalities and the Borough’s goals in having its own version of such an ordinance.  The 
committee will be formed after the new year once staff has sorted through the sample 
ordinances. 

 

 Mrs. Thompson-Chin informed Council that active shooter training has been scheduled for 
early December by the Police for Borough Hall staff 

 

 She noted that the Borough did not submit the Historic Preservation Trust application on 
October 31st because the Borough was advised that grants will be given for larger-scale 
projects that are tourism focused and engineering and architectural plans were required to 
be submitted with the grant application.  Therefore, the DPW will work with the HPC to work 
on the lighting upgrades in the spring.   

 

 Mrs. Thompson-Chin updated Council that the Police Chief has confirmed the municipal 
complex security cameras are up and running.  The camera system consists of 5 interior and 
5 exterior cameras. 

 

 The 2014 flu shot program serviced 156 clients with 74 of them receiving a high dose 
vaccine. 

 

 The Boy Scout Troop 86 requested changing the date of their Christmas tree sale from the 
weekend of December 6th and 7th to the following weekend of the 13th and 14th.  Council 
authorized the change.     

 
 
RESOLUTIONS for meeting of November 13, 2014: 

A. Approve Expenditures as of November 5, 2014 
B. Authorize 2014 Budget Line Item Transfers 
C. Authorize Performance Bond Reduction – Shelter Development, LLC 
D. Authorize Refund – 2013 Tax Court Judgment 
E. Approve Developer’s Agreement – Sima Mandelzis 
F. Preserve Strength of Local Pension Funding 
G. Authorize Refund – Fingerprint Reimbursements 
H. Authorize Refunds – Recreation Department - Various 
I. Authorize Refund – PB# 1-11-13 
J. Authorize Refund – PB#1-12-06 and PB# 1-12-07 
K. Approve Tree Mitigation Escrow Refund – 54 Sunderland Road 
L. Approve Tree Mitigation Escrow Refund – 112 Churchill Road 
M. Approve Interlocal Agreement with Borough of Paramus - Maintenance and Repair of 

Fire Department Vehicles 



  

N. Approve Tree Mitigation Escrow Refund – 156 Magnolia Avenue 
O. Approve New Construction and Soil Moving Escrow Refund – 100 Deerfield Drive 

 
 
Minutes to be approved:    October 28, 2014 Work Session 
      October 28, 2014 Regular Meeting 
      October 28, 2014 Closed Session 
 
  
FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER 

 Barzelatto requested that Council revisits the matter of the Code Enforcement Officer’s hours 
to full time status.  Council determined that this will be discussed during the budget 
hearings in January.   

 

 Barzelatto requested an update on Sgt. Oresko’s sign.  C. Basch advised that he will provide 
an update under Committee Reports.   

 

 Barzelatto raised the issue regarding the DPW’s recycling pick up schedule when there is a 
holiday observance.  Mrs. Thompson-Chin advised that she will review the alternate 
arrangements to account for holidays with the DPW Director.   

 

 C. Barzelatto requested that Council permit residents to use candles for holiday displays in 
front of their homes and in front of neighbors’ homes as long as they have permission.  
Council determined that no official action needs to be taken on this matter, but requested 
that the reporter present write a story that the placing of candles as holiday display in front 
of residents homes, as long as it is placed on personal property and not at the street, as well 
as in front of neighbors’ houses with their permission, is permitted in the Borough.   

 
   
OLD BUSINESS 
None. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
None. 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
As there was no further business to come before the Council, on a motion by C.  Zinna, second by C. 
Warms, and unanimously carried, to adjourn this meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:02 
p.m. 

 
 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
 

Lissette Aportela-Hernandez, MPA, RMC, CMC 

Borough Clerk 

 

 
 


