
  

Borough of Tenafly 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
 

MINUTES 
 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2014 
 
At 7:39 p.m. Mayor Rustin read the Open Public Meetings Act Statement: “In compliance with the 
Open Public Meetings Act P.L. 1975, chapter 231, the notice requirements have been satisfied. 
Meeting dates for the year are confirmed at the Annual Meeting, are posted on the public bulletin 
board in the lobby of the Municipal Center, published in the Record within the first 10 days of the 
New Year, and copies are sent to the Suburbanite and Northern Valley News.”  
 
 Present: Mayor Peter S. Rustin  

 
Council members:  Maxim Basch, Nadia LaMastra, Daniel Park (arrived at 7:41 

p.m.), and Jon Warms 
 
   Borough Administrator: Jewel Thompson-Chin  
   Borough Attorney:  William R. McClure, Esq. 
    
   

Absent:     Councilmembers Anthony Barzelatto and Mark Zinna  
 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Mayor Rustin read the following statement: 
 
Public Comments: A total of 15 minutes has been allocated for this purpose.  Citizens are welcome 
to address the Mayor and Council on any governmental item of concern to them, whether or not it is 
scheduled on the agenda below.  Citizens must give their names and addresses when recognized to 
speak.  Large groups are urged to select someone to represent them.  The public is advised that 
these meetings are recorded and are subject to the Open Public Records Act. 
 
Johanna Gambrill – Ravine Road – inquired if any item on the Administrator’s Report will be acted 
on at the regular meeting and if the letter concerning deer blight will be discussed.   
 
Joe Lavin – 99 Gordon Ave – Environmental Commission Chairperson – noted that the 
Environmental Commission met last Thursday night and that while the members support the 
concept of green buildings, in this particular case they do not support LEED because the 
certification will not bring much in return. 
 
Simeon Sahaydachny – 425 Hudson Avenue – requested that Council reconsider adopting a 
resolution requesting LG to lower the building height since Leonia and Englewood adopted similar 
resolutions recently.   
 
Mark Feldman – 133 Lylewood Drive – state that he does not understand how the LEED is on the 
agenda for the public to provide input and that he was uncomfortable with cost of renovated DPW 
building which may be $300 per sq. ft. when the police building project was about $200 per sq. ft. 
 
Christine Evron – 39 Leroy Street – commented that the expenditure for LEED certification is a 
terrible use of resources and that Council should reconsider the expenditure. 
 
         
TO BE CONSIDERED 
Public Works Building LEED Assessment 
Mayor Rustin noted that he received emails from 3 residents, which the Clerk distributed to Council 
who were not in favor of the LEED. 
 
Anthony Iovino, Borough Architect, reviewed the point system for LEED certification at its different 
levels.  Mr. Iovino stressed that he needed to know if Council will be seeking certification as it will 
impact the engineering and design.  He explained that the building he presented in his initial 
proposal is green.  The LEED certification, in the end, is from a confirmation from a third party that 
you are green.  The certification would involve more expensive mechanical systems and more 
insulation, but the return on investment, cannot be calculated at this time.  He concluded that the 



  

new building can be LEED certified, but will still be green if Council does not move forward with the 
certification as building codes now have high energy efficiency requirements. 
 
In response to Mr. Feldman’s comments, Mrs. Thompson-Chin advised that the $200 per sq. ft. 
figure is from looking solely at cost of construction contract as there were other costs associated 
with the Police building.  If one compares the Police construction contract and estimated DPW 
construction contract, the cost is the same at approximately $200 as square foot.  The proposed 
estimate for the DPW building includes all the soft costs.  She noted that one must keep in mind 
that Police headquarters project was a renovation and expansion that involved hooking onto 
structure that was in existence, while the DPW building is a completely new building.    
 
The consensus of Council was not to move forward with LEED certification.   
 
C. Park inquired if solar panels be included in the design.  Mr. Iovino responded that the roof will be 
designed with a sloped roof and for the weight of the panel should solar panels be installed in the 
future. 
 
C. Basch noted that the Historic Preservation Commission appreciates DPW Director Culvert’s 

service and they have high praise for his work. 
 
C. Basch inquired if the Borough can go out to bid for recycling collection.  Mrs. Thompson-Chin 
explained that this type of service does not go out to bid.  The Borough receives payments for the 
recyclables and it is a function of location.  Mr. Culvert explained that Atlantic Coast Fibers’ 
competitive price is similar to Green Sky’s prices and the facility is closer, so the delivery time is 
shorter.  Mr. Culvert will solicit quotes and compare the pricing with the overall cost for distance of 
the facilities.   
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Recyclable Clothing Bins (C. Basch) 
C. Basch expressed his concern over the recycling bins since there was a judgment against Goodwill 
Industries by the state of Connecticut and that while the bins indicate that the vendor is a for-profit 
company, the writing is in small print.   
 
C. LaMastra suggested stenciling on the bins in larger print that the donations are not for charity.  
Mr. Culvert noted that he will advise the company that the disclosure statement will be made in 
larger print since the bins are the property of the vendor. 
 
 
TO BE CONSIDERED (continued) 
SEC MCDC Initiative 
CFO, Mr. Vinci explained how a bond sale requires a disclosure statement.  Since the last bond sale 
in 2012, the SEC mandated that towns include a municipal disclosure.  Mr. Vinci advised that bond 
counsel recommended entering into a contract with Phoenix Advisors to prepare the disclosure for 
compliance.  The cost would be $950.  The auditor does not perform this service.  Council 
authorized Mr. Vinci to proceed accordingly. 
 
Police Outside Duty Ordinance Recommendation from Auditor 
Mr. Vinci advised Council that the auditor recommends codifying a labor rate for outside duty by 
the Police Department.  The auditor has made the recommendation for the past several years.  The 
PBA sets the rate at $85/hour.; however, the average rate for the officers is $65/hour and the 
average overtime is $98/hour.  Chief Chamberlain will survey with other municipalities to compare 
the rates that are charged. 
 
School Resource Officer 
Mayor Rustin stated than an agreement has been finalized, which bodes well with schools and the 
community to have a SRO in place.  C. LaMastra inquired if there will be overtime be incurred for a 
special event.  Chief Chamberlain responded that the agreement stipulates that overtime for special 
events, such as back to school night, is subject to his approval or that of the captains in his 
absence.  He further noted that the overtime has to be preauthorized in advance of the event. 
 
 
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
Mrs. Thompson-Chin informed Council on the transition of the health inspector due to the 
resignation of Ms. Rogalski.  The new inspector is Ms. Pujols, who started on September 2nd and will 
be in the office on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  
 
Mrs. Thompson-Chin provided an update on the restoration on the Roosevelt Monument; the work 
has been completed.  She noted that she obtained a quote to remove the graffiti at the gates at the 



  

Cotswold, which amounts to $650.  There are funds in the Historic Preservation Commission 
account to cover this expenditure.   
 
With regards to the Environmental Assessment Report, Mrs. Thompson-Chin explained that the 
filing of the report has nothing to do with the referendum.  The deadlines set by Green Acres and 
the National Park Service are not subject to the referendum.  The report was required to be filed 
upon completion based on the order issued last year and the filing was to be in compliance with 
said order. 
 
The close-out for the Superstorm Sandy reimbursement with FEMA is on track.  There is a pending 
reimbursement of over $110,000.  
 
Mrs. Thompson-Chin reviewed the upcoming events, which include Community Night on September 
16th, the Chamber of Commerce sidewalk sale on September 19th, and Woofstock on September 
28th. 
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 

Trinity Lutheran Church   RE: Annual Fair Request 
Council approved the annual fair request.  The Borough Clerk will notify the Pastor. 
 
NJLM      RE: Conference Resolutions 
Council had no resolutions to present for the League to consider at the conference.  Mayor Rustin 
advised that the Bergen County League of Municipalities will request the League to adopt a 
resolution for the energy receipts tax to be returned to municipalities. 
 
G. Peano/THS    RE: Teen LEADS 
Mayor Rustin noted that if any council member is interested in participating in the program, they 
should contact Mr. Peano. 
 
T. Mandel/JCC    RE: Annual Sukkot Carnival 
Council approved the annual carnival request.  The Borough Clerk will notify Mr. Mandel 
 
 
N. Harley     RE: Deer Blight 
Mrs. Thompson-Chin advised that her staff with the resident.  Ms. Harley was provided information 
from the Nature Center on how to deal with deer and directed her to the NJ Division of Fish and 
Wildlife, who have the authority on this matter.  Mayor Rustin commented that the only way to 
handle the deer problem is to plant what they don’t eat.   
 
F. H. Blackwell     RE: Klown Club Sign Permit Application 
Council approved the sign permit request; however, the signs must be taken on September 22nd, 
which is the day after the event.  The Borough Clerk will notify Mr. Blackwell. 
 
 
RESOLUTIONS for meeting of September 23, 2014:  
 A. Approve Expenditures as of September 17, 2014 
 B. Amend 2014 Meeting Schedule 
 C. Authorize Tree Mitigation Escrow Refund – 36 Oak Street 
 D. Close Inactive Trust Account – TRN Realty 
 E. Execute Collective Bargaining Agreement – Tenafly Administrative Employees   
  Bargaining Unit 
 F. Approve Raffle Application – RA1089 
 G. Approve Street Opening Permit Refund – Build to Please 
 H. Approve Change Order #1 – Repair and Restoration of the Theodore Roosevelt   
  Memorial Monument 
 I. Approve Outdoor Seating Application – Good Taste Restaurant 
 J. Authorize Refunds – Recreation Department – Various 
 K. Authorize Refund – Fingerprint Reimbursement 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS (continued) 
Joint Use 
Mayor Rustin advised that he, C. LaMastra, and C. Park met with members of the Board of 
Education to discuss the draft guidelines for the use of Geissinger Field and the lighting of the 
track. Mayor Rustin highlighted some of the guidelines which include a lighting curfew of Monday 
through Saturday until 10pm; no lights on Sundays, unless it is an unusual exception in which the 
Board of Education would notify the Borough; there are 3 sets of lights: track, practice, and game; 
game lights will only be used for varsity games; no night games or practice on holidays; the PA 



  

system is only for varsity football; and with regards to parking, busses are not allowed to park or 
idle on Sunset Lane.    
 
  
FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER 

 Mayor Rustin inquired if is there any interest in reopening a discussion regarding opposing 
the LG building.  Council determined that there was no interest in revisiting the matter. 

 

 Mayor Rustin advised that at the Bergen County mayor’s breakfast, a sample resolution was 
distributed for governing bodies to adopt supporting the ballot question for the state to fund 
the open space and Green Acres program.  A resolution regarding this matter will be listed 
for the September 23rd consent agenda.   

 

 Mayor Rustin informed Council that he received a proclamation request from the 
International Raul Wallenberg Foundation.  Council determined that a proclamation can be 
presented as long as a representative is present to accept the proclamation.   

 

 C. Basch inquired if the monthly construction update reports can be sent electronically.  

Mrs. Thompson-Chin confirmed that the reports will be sent electronically.   
 

 C. LaMastra asked for an update on the Sgt. Nicholas Oresko plaque.  C. Basch responded 
that the Historic Preservation Commission has not taken action due to the vacation 
schedules of its members; however, they will review this matter at their next meeting. 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
As there was no further business to come before the Council, on a motion by C.  LaMastra, seconded 
by C. Park, and unanimously carried, to adjourn this meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:06  
p.m.  

 
Respectfully submitted,  

 
 

Lissette Aportela-Hernandez, MPA, RMC, CMC 
Borough Clerk 

 

 
 


