
  

Borough of Tenafly 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
 

MINUTES 
 

TUESDAY, MAY 27, 2014 
 
At 7:38 p.m. Mayor Rustin read the Open Public Meetings Act Statement: “In compliance with the 
Open Public Meetings Act P.L. 1975, chapter 231, the notice requirements have been satisfied. 
Meeting dates for the year are confirmed at the Annual Meeting, are posted on the public bulletin 
board in the lobby of the Municipal Center, published in the Record within the first 10 days of the 
New Year, and copies are sent to the Suburbanite and Northern Valley News.” 
 
 Present: Mayor Peter S. Rustin  

 
Council members:  Anthony Barzelatto (arrived at 7:46 p.m.), Maxim Basch, 

Nadia LaMastra, Daniel Park, Jon Warms, and Mark Zinna 
 
   Borough Administrator: Jewel Thompson-Chin  
   Borough Attorney:  William R. McClure, Esq. 
   

Absent: None.  
 
TO BE CONSIDERED 
Bergen County United Way – Resolution Adopting PILOT 
C. Zinna inquired about the calculation of the PILOT amount.  Mr. Tom Toronto of the Bergen 
County United Way explained that the figure is an estimate based on the financing structure of the 
project.  Net operating income will to go to the HMFA to pay back the loan.  He noted that that 
PILOT agreement can be revisited after a period of operation.  A similar computation was used in 
Allendale.   A PILOT agreement is required by the HMFA as one of the final stages of the application 
process.  
 
C. Basch asked how Tenafly residents will benefit from this project.  Mr. Toronto replied that the 
Borough was able to expend its COAH funds instead of forfeiting them to Trenton and the Borough 
will receive 20 credits for its COAH calculation.  If a resident fits the diagnosis and meets income 
eligibility requirements, then the resident will have preference in placement in the facility. 
 
C. LaMastra inquired about the number of properties that have a PILOT agreement with the 
Borough and if the PILOT agreement be prorated based on the percentage of residents that live in 
the facility.  Mr. McClure advised that a PILOT agreement cannot be crafted in such a manner.  
Mrs. Thompson-Chin will provide a list of properties that are involved in the PILOT program.     
 
C. Warms inquired about when people can start applying to live in the facility.  Mr. Toronto 
responded that once 2/3 of the construction is complete, applications will be available.  He further 
noted that the BCUW is applying for $1,200,000 to the HMFA cover the total cost of construction.   
 
Due to the timing of the application, Council authorized that the resolution adopting the PILOT 
agreement be listed for New Business on tonight’s regular meeting as resolution #14-196. 
 
Sign Sponsorship  
Recreation Director Matthew Mercurio described how successful the sign sponsorship program was 
for the football program.  The department and board are requesting to expand the program to 
provide the other sports organizations the option to go solicit for signage.  Mayor Rustin inquired if 
expanding the program to other sports would diminish funds raised by the football program.  Mr. 
Mercurio advised that this expansion will not hinder the program and it will be optional for other 
organizations.  Council approved the expansion of the sign sponsorship program and noted that   
all signage sponsors and wording is to be reviewed by Mr. Mercurio. 
 
Soccer Cage Lighting Installation 
Mrs. Thompson-Chin advised that now is the time to install the lighting since the construction of 
the soccer cage has been completed.  She sought confirmation that the funding for the lighting and 
installation would be appropriated from the open space trust fund, which would require an 
ordinance to authorize the expenditure.  The majority of Council directed the Borough 
Administrator to allocate funding from the capital budget, not the open space trust fund.  Mrs. 
Thompson-Chin will review this matter with the Chief Financial Officer and further advise. 



  

CORRESPONDENCE 
Barbera Family    RE: Petition – No Parking Any Time on Chestnut Street 
C. Basch noted that he has driven by the area on evenings and did not notice any see excessive 
usage.  He stated that it is just a matter of making sure the 2 hour parking limit is enforced.   
Mayor Rustin commented that he drives by the street 3 to 4 times a day and concurred with C. 
Basch’s statement.  Mayor Rustin stated that it is important to follow the Police Department’s 
suggestion regarding the matter.  Council determined not to consider the petition at this time.   
 
S. Giovinazzo    RE: Tenant Parking Permit Request 
Council commented that the property in question is a condominium complex that provides parking 
to the residents and determined not to approve the request.   
 
 
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
School Resource Officer 
Mrs. Thompson-Chin reported that she just received an e-mail indicating that the Board of 
Education is looking for a 3-year commitment to fund the SRO at $40,000 per year.  Mrs. 
Thompson-Chin explained that the position requires a veteran officer to perform the duties and 

does not agree that $40,000 year is an adequate funding structure.  Council concurred.   
 
C. Basch expressed his opposition of having an armed officer in the school.  He noted that the 
officer would be located at the high school, but the 4 elementary schools are more at risk. 
 
C. Barzelatto requested the job duties of the SRO.  He stated that the purpose of the SRO is to have 
a relationship with the students and act as a deterrent.  He commented that this position is not 
that of a security guard and will not guarantee that there would not be an active shooter.  The SRO 
should be more like a juvenile officer and the position should have a mission.   
 
Mrs. Thompson-Chin will coordinate with Chief Chamberlain to provide a job description and 
schedule him to attend the June 10th work session to discuss this matter in greater detail.   
 
 
RESOLUTIONS for meeting of May 27, 2014: 

A. Approve Expenditures as of May 21, 2014 
B. Authorize Additional Engineering Services - 2014 Riverside Cooperative Road 

Improvement Program 
C. Authorize Additional Engineering Services - Senior Center Patio Improvements 
D. Execute Collective Bargaining Agreement – OPEIU Local 32 and Borough of Tenafly 
E. Authorize Inclusion in the Bergen County Community Development Program 
F. Authorize Receipt of Bids – Tenafly Road Section 3 Project 
G. Authorize Refund – Overpayment of Taxes – Wolfrom 
H. Award Contract – Repair and Maintenance of Police Vehicles – Clinton Auto Service 
I. Approve Outdoor Seating Applications – Europe Café and Zestt Restaurant 
J. Approve Raffle Application – RA1087 
K. Award Contract – Repair and Maintenance of Traffic Signals and Related Equipment – 

Jen Electric, Inc. 
L. Authorize Renewal of Plenary Retail Consumption, Plenary Retail Distribution, and 

Club Liquor Licenses - 2014-2015 Term 
M. Authorize Refund – New Construction and Soil Moving Escrow - 23 North Brae Avenue 
N. Authorize Refund – New Construction and Soil Moving Escrow – 62 Oxford Drive 

 
 
Minutes to be approved:   May 13, 2014 Regular Meeting 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

Ordinances: ORDINANCE NO. 14-11 - AN ORDINANCE TO FIX THE SALARY, WAGE 
OR COMPENSATION OF THE SCHOOL CROSSING GUARDS OF THE 
BOROUGH OF TENAFLY IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN AND STATE OF 
NEW JERSEY FOR THE CALENDAR YEARS 2014, 2015, AND 2016 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 14-12 – AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 3(d) OF 
BOND ORDINANCE NO. 14-08 FINALLY ADOPTED APRIL 29, 2014 IN 
ORDER TO APPROPRIATE A $150,000 GRANT EXPECTED TO BE 
RECEIVED FROM THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION AND REVISING THE DESCRIPTION OF THE 
IMPROVEMENT THEREIN IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF TENAFLY, IN 
THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY.   

 
 



  

 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

As there was no further business to come before the Council, on a motion by C. Zinna, seconded by 
C. LaMastra, and unanimously carried, to adjourn this meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 
9:05 p.m. 
 
 

 
Respectfully submitted,  

 
 

Lissette Aportela-Hernandez, MPA, RMC, CMC 
     Borough Clerk 

 
 
 
 


