
  

Borough of Tenafly 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
 

MINUTES 
 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2014 
 
At 7:04 p.m. Mayor Rustin read the Open Public Meetings Act Statement: “In compliance with the 
Open Public Meetings Act P.L. 1975, chapter 231, the notice requirements have been satisfied. 
Meeting dates for the year are confirmed at the Annual Meeting, are posted on the public bulletin 
board in the lobby of the Municipal Center, published in the Record within the first 10 days of the 
New Year, and copies are sent to the Suburbanite and Northern Valley News.” 
 
 Present: Mayor Peter S. Rustin  

 
Council members:  Anthony Barzelatto, Maxim Basch, Nadia LaMastra, Daniel 

Park, Jon Warms, and Mark Zinna 
 
   Borough Administrator: Jewel Thompson-Chin  
   Borough Attorney:  William R. McClure, Esq. 
   

Absent: None 
 
CLOSED SESSION 
Mayor Rustin recognized Borough Attorney William McClure, who read into the record Resolution 
14-93. 
 
BE IT RESOLVED in compliance with NJSA 10:4-12, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Tenafly are going into Closed Executive Session to discuss the following matters: 
 

A. Collective Bargaining 
1. Contract Negotiations Update 
 

B.  Personnel 
  1. Police Department – Employee Status 

 
Minutes will be taken of the meeting and released to the public at the time that the matter is 
resolved.   After Closed Executive Session, the Mayor and Council will reconvene in the Richard D. 
Wilson Committee Room to resume the Committee of the Whole meeting. 
 
On a motion from C. LaMastra, seconded by C. Zinna , and all present voting in favor, the meeting 
was recessed to the Closed Session in the Committee Room at 7:05 p.m. 
 
The Committee of the Whole Meeting resumed at 7:45 p.m. 
 

 
TO BE CONSIDERED 
Recommendation of Landmark Status for 53 Knickerbocker Road  
Mayor Rustin explained the process involved if Council decided to move forward with designation.  
He referenced the report provided by the Historic Preservation Commission for the historic 
designation of 53 Knickerbocker Road.  Although the Council has not heard directly from property 
owner, the Borough has been noticed by attorney that is representing the property owner that will 
take to the HPC and Borough to court.    HPC members David Wall, Michael Barone, Rita Heller, 
and Karen Neus were in attendance. 
 
C. Zinna inquired how the historic designation affects land surrounding the house.  HPC Chair, 
David Wall, responded that the designation is based on the block and lot of the property and the 
HPC may recommend certain things on the lot not be contributory towards designation. Mayor 
Rustin noted that in the report, the HPC recommended that the entire property be declared as 
historic and the HPC should have negotiated the extent of designation with the property owner 
before submitting a report to Council.  Mr. McClure advised that he attended the hearing and 
confirmed that the testimony and recommendation is based on the entire site.   
 
Mark Greenberg, Esq. of the Law Firm of David Watkins, Esq. commented that his client is the 
property owner and is opposed to historic designation.  Mr. Greenberg explained that the 



  

designation will reduce the property value and cited contradictions in the designation report.  He 
advised that his client believes that the historic designation is inverse condemnation and limits the 
financial benefit of owning the property.   
 
The consensus of the majority of Council determined to refer this matter to the Planning Board for 
their consideration and recommendation. 
 
At this time Council recessed the work session at 8:19 p.m. and resumed the meeting at 8:22 p.m. 
 
Site Plan Waiver Ordinance 
Council reviewed the draft ordinance and confirmed that it be introduced at the regular meeting 
later this evening.   
 
Junior Firefighter Rules and Regulations 
Council confirmed the rules and regulations.   
 
 
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

Mrs. Thompson-Chin reviewed the results of the solid waste bid opening held on February 7th.  The 
options were scaled back as Council determined to continue rear yard pick up.  Council decided to 
meet with Mr. Roselli of Waste Industries.  C. Basch disclosed that he received an e-mail from the 
owner of Smentkowski who asked that he consider awarding a contract to his company.  C. Basch 
advised that such communication was improper and that if anything were to be conveyed to 
Council, it would have to be done through the Administrator.  C. Park noted that he also received 
the e-mail and that it was sent to their personal e-mail addresses.  Mrs. Thompson-Chin stated that 
she received the e-mail from C. Basch and forwarded it to the Borough Attorney.  Mr. McClure 
commented that while the e-mail was not illegal, the communication was not entirely appropriate.   
 
With regards to the energy aggregation proposal from Gabel Associates, it was confirmed at the 
Riverside Cooperative meeting that member municipalities did not have to commit by February 19th.  
Mrs. Thompson-Chin will be providing additional information for Council to review, but noted that 
New Milford indicated that they do not want to participate in the program. 
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE  
District 37 Legislators   RE: Resolution Endorsing Northern Branch   
        Corridor Project 
The consensus of Council was not to take any action on the requested resolution. 
 
American Diabetes Association  RE: Tour de Cure – 5/10/14 
Council approved to route for the event and directed the Borough Clerk to advise the American 
Diabetes Association that if riders are going to stop at the Tenafly bike shop, it is in a residential 
area and riders need to respect residential property. 
 
Barbera Family    RE: Parking on Chestnut Street 
Council acknowledged the letter.  Council upholds the recommendation from the Police Department 
and noted that the house is in a commercial area.   
 

American Recycling Technologies  RE: Recycling Containers 
Council determined not to accommodate the company’s proposal as there are enough collection 
boxes at the recycling center at this time.   
 
Knickerbocker Country Club  RE: Firework Display – 7/26/14 
The Borough Administrator will forward the country club an application form for the Media & 
Events Committee to review.    
 
F. Deutsch     RE: False Alarm Fee 
The request for waiving the false alarm fee was denied.  The Borough Clerk was directed to respond 
to the resident.   
 
Tenafly Lions Little League   RE: Opening Day Parade – 4/24/14 
Mayor Rustin noted that the date on the request is incorrect and that the parade will be held on 
April 26th.  Mrs. Thompson-Chin advised that the Media & Event Committee is reviewing the 
request and is in contact with the Little League.   
 
 
RESOLUTIONS for meeting of February 25, 2014: 

A. Approve Expenditures as of February 19, 2014 
B. Authorize Tree Mitigation Escrow Refund – 70 Country Club Road 



  

C. Award Contract – Envirocon, LLC – Municipal Building Chiller Replacement 
D. Authorize Refunds – Recreation Department – Various 
E. Authorize Reimbursement – Recreation Department – Fingerprinting Fee 
F. Approve Driveway Area Improvements - 189 Serpentine Road 

 
Minutes to be approved:   February 4, 2014 Work Session 
     February 8, 2014 Budget Meeting 
     February 11, 2014 Closed Session 
     February 11, 2014 Regular Meeting 
 
FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER 
Employee Evaluations  
C. Barzelatto requested that for the March 25th work session, he would like to see the employee 
evaluation form.  Mrs. Thompson-Chin advised that department heads are required to complete 
their employee evaluations by March 18th and that evaluations were not conducted last year, 
pending labor counsel review as part of the revision to the personnel manual.  She noted that she 
would provide a status of the evaluations.   
  

 
ADJOURNMENT 
As there was no further business to come before the Council, on a motion by C. Zinna, second by C. 
Warms, and unanimously carried, to adjourn this meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:49 
p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted,  

 
 

Lissette Aportela-Hernandez, MPA, RMC 
      Borough Clerk 


