
Borough of Tenafly 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
 

MINUTES 
 

TUESDAY, APRIL 30, 2013 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:34 P.M. with the reading of the Open Public Meetings 
Act statement by Mayor Rustin, “In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act P.L. 
1975, chapter 231, the notice requirements have been satisfied. Meeting dates for the year 
are confirmed at the Annual Meeting, are posted on the public bulletin board in the lobby of 
the Municipal Center, published in the Record within the first 10 days of the New Year, and 
copies are sent to the Suburbanite and Northern Valley News.” 
 
 Present: Mayor Peter S. Rustin  

Council members: Anthony Barzelatto (arrived at 7:48 p.m.), 
Barry Honig, Martha Kerge, Nadia LaMastra, 
Jon Warms, and Mark Zinna 

 
   Borough Administrator: Jewel Thompson-Chin  
   Borough Attorney:  William R. McClure, Esq. 
   Chief Financial Officer: Gene Vinci 
  
Absent: None 
 
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
Mrs, Thompson-Chin advised that authorization to adopt the budget was received this 
afternoon. Gene Vinci, CFO, explained that this year was not a self-review year and the 
State prioritizes reviews based on hearing dates. When a municipality is in self-review, 
authorization is not needed from the State to adopt the budget. 
 
As there is only one main firm which installs lightning detection systems, Mrs. Thompson-
Chin advised that only one bid was received for this project. However, the bid process had 
to be followed as the cost for this project exceeded the bid threshold. She advised that the 
Board of Education will be sharing 50% of cost with each entity being responsible for 
$41,050. She explained that two resolutions are listed on the Public Meeting agenda this 
evening, one to award the contract and one to enter into a shared services agreement with 
the Board of Education. She advised that the Board of Education was initially scheduled to 
meet tonight and take action on the shared services agreement, but their meeting has been 
rescheduled for May 7th. This item is still on the agenda and Lynn Traeger has conveyed 
that she doesn’t see any issue with passage. The Borough Engineer does not believe that 
timing will be an issue as the goal is to complete the process by mid-June. C. LaMastra 
questioned why the ordinance appropriating $72,000 from the Open Space Trust doesn’t 
state anywhere that Borough is only paying for its portion.  Mrs. Thompson-Chin responded 
that it is spelled out in the shared services agreement. She explained that the Borough has 
to attest that it has sufficient funds for its share and the Board of Education will be billed 
for its portion. The trust will be replenished once the Board of Education’s portion is 
received. 
 
Mrs. Thompson-Chin explained that the Borough was informed earlier this year that the 
project for Walnut Park was not eligible for the Community Development Block Grant, but 
an alternative application was able to be submitted. She advised that Bob Beutel, Julie 
Villafuerte, and Maser Engineering completed an alternative application for site accessibility 
improvements at the Senior Center.   
 
The Access for All Committee will be having a meeting on May 15th and the Police Chief, 
DPW Director, and Borough Engineer will be in attendance. 
 
C. LaMastra commented that there should have been a proper inspection of the TVAC 
eyewash station by Electrical Inspector. Mrs. Thompson-Chin responded that the situation 
was aggravated by the recently installed washer and dryer. 
 
Mrs. Thompson-Chin advised that the Police Headquarters is still operating under a 
temporary CO. She explained that work is in progress to bring the project to a close but 
they are awaiting the return of the Construction Official and Fire Sub-Code Official to 
review and sign off on the as-built site plans. In terms of the photo opportunity for the 
Police Headquarters plaque, Mrs. Thompson-Chin advised that they will be inviting former 



Council members whose names appear on the plaque and it is being proposed to have this 
event take place at the next Police Department Swearing-in Ceremony which is tentatively 
scheduled for May 28th. She will coordinate this event with the Borough Clerk. 
 
Mrs. Thompson-Chin advised that Resolution #R13-186 is being added to the Public 
Meeting agenda under New Business. She explained that the Borough already has a joint 
services agreement with the Board of Education under their umbrella contract for Xerox 
and the purpose of this resolution is to also bring the Borough under the printer 
management services for a cost of $1, 500 per month. She noted that this amount would be 
a significant savings from what is currently spent on an annual basis. She explained that 
there is not currently one aggregate account for this cost and as such, each department will 
be scheduled to absorb this cost per month. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
A. M. Markovitz, P.A.   RE: Release of Maintenance Bond –   
      Heights at Tenafly 
 
Mayor Rustin advised that he was contacted by an adjacent resident who is experiencing 
runoff due to the removal of landscaping along the border of the Heights. Council agreed to 
have the Construction Official or Borough Engineer review this site to ensure that they 
complied with the landscaping requirements before closing out the bond. Mrs. Thompson-
Chin is to confirm how much money is in escrow and report back at the next work session. 
 
B. A. Chaudry    RE: Block Party Request – 6/8/13 
 
Council approved Ms. Chaudry’s request to hold a block party on Stonehurst Drive between 
Engle Street on Saturday, June 8th from 4 p.m. until 7 p.m. with a raindate of Saturday, 
June 15th.  
 
RESOLUTIONS for meeting of April 24, 2012: 
A. Approve Expenditures as of April 24, 2013 
B. Approve Interlocal Agreement - Borough of Paramus - “Public Safety Answering 

Point” (PSAP) Service for 2013 
C. Authorize Refund – Raffle Application 1041 - Temple Sinai of Bergen  County 
D. Authorize Refund – Overpayment of Taxes – 2012 Tax Court Judgment –  Block 3002 
 Lot 3 
E. Confirm Endorsement of the Tenafly Senior Center Accessibility  Improvements 
F. Approve Outdoor Seating Permit Application – Europe Café Grill 
G. Approve Raffle Application – RA1049 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

A. Ordinances: ORDINANCE NO. 13-10 - AN ORDINANCE TO  AMEND 
AND SUPPLEMENT CHAPTER 35 OF THE REVISED 
GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF 
TENAFLY, ENTITLED “LAND DEVELOPMENT 
REGULATIONS” AND MORE PARTICULARLY:  AMENDING 
SECTION 35-801 “ZONE DISTRICTS”; SCHEDULE A – 
“SCHEDULE OF PERMITTED USES”; SECTION 35-201 
“TERMS DEFINED; SCHEDULE C – OFF  STREET 
PARKING SPACE SCHEDULE; AND SECTION 35-604 
“TECHNICAL REVIEW ESCROW DEPOSITS” 

  
ORDINANCE NO. 13-11 – BOND ORDINANCE  PROVIDING 
FOR VARIOUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS BY THE 
BOROUGH OF TENAFLY, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING 
THE AGGREGATE AMOUNT OF $2,245,600 THEREFOR 
AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $1,887,700 
BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE 
PART OF THE COST THEREOF. 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 13-12 - AN ORDINANCE TO  AMEND 
THE FEE FOR THE USE OF BOROUGH POLICE 
VEHICLES FOR OUTSIDE EMPLOYMENT DETAILS 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 13-13 - AN ORDINANCE 
APPROPRIATING $72,000 FROM THE MUNICIPAL OPEN 
SPACE, RECREATION, AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
TRUST FUND OF THE BOROUGH OF TENAFLY 

 
  B. Other:  Hearing and Adoption of 2013 Local Municipal  
     Budget 
 



 
C. Honig asked Mr. McClure to address a letter sent by Sylvia Meyerson’s attorney 
regarding Ordinance 13-10. 
 
Mr. McClure advised that this ordinance will be pulled from the Public Meeting agenda. He 
confirmed that there were some typos as indicated in the letter, but the reason that the 
ordinance cannot be adopted is he discovered that one of the conditional uses was removed 
from Zone O which would have required notice to the residents in that zone as well as 
residents within 200 feet of that zone. He expressed his opinion that this omission was 
unintentional.  
 
Council agreed that the Planning Board should review this ordinance to identify all intended 
revisions and decide whether notice is required. Ms. Dodd advised that a motion should be 
made to remand Ordinance 13-10 back to the Planning Board for their review. Council 
expressed concern that this error had not been discovered earlier as several businesses will 
be impacted by the delay in the ordinance being adopted. 
 
FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER 
None. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
As there was no further business to come before the Council, on a motion by C. Honig, 
second by C. LaMastra, and unanimously carried, to adjourn this meeting.  The meeting 
was adjourned at 8:02 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
 

Lissette Aportela-Hernandez, MPA, RMC 
       Borough Clerk 


