
Borough of Tenafly 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES 
 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2013 
 
 

PRESENT:   Mayor Peter Rustin and Council members Anthony Barzelatto, Martha 
Kerge, Jon Warms, and Mark Zinna 

 
ABSENT:        Council members Barry Honig and Nadia LaMastra  
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Borough Administrator Jewel Thompson-Chin 

Borough Attorney William R. McClure 
 

At 9:01 p.m. Mayor Rustin read the Open Public Meetings Act Statement: “In compliance 
with the Open Public Meetings Act P.L. 1975, chapter 231, the notice requirements have 
been satisfied. Meeting dates for the year are listed in the Annual Agenda; copies are sent to 
the Record, Suburbanite, and Northern Valley Press and posted on the bulletin board in the 
lobby of the Municipal Center. Notice of this meeting by the August 13, 2013 and the 
August 29, 2013 Sunshine Notices has been sent to the Record, the Suburbanite, and 
Northern Valley Press and has been posted on the public bulletin board in the lobby of the 
Municipal Center.” 
 
The Salute to the Flag was led by Mayor Peter Rustin. 
 
Motion by C. Zinna, second by C. Barzelatto, and all other members voting in favor, 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Minutes of the July 9, 2013 Work Session, July 9, 2013 Regular 
Meeting, July 9, 2013 Closed Session (not to be released), July 9, 2013 Closed Session (not 
to be released), and August 28, 2013 Special Public Meeting are approved. 
 
REVISIONS TO AGENDA: 
There were no revisions to the agenda. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 
ORDINANCE 13-16: 

 
The Borough Clerk read into the record: 
 

The following ordinance published herewith was first read by title only on July 9, 2013, 
and posted on the bulletin board of the lobby of the municipal center. 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 13-16 – AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AN 
AGREEMENT TO DEED BLOCK 901, LOT 44, ALSO KNOWN AS 311 TENAFLY 
ROAD, TENAFLY, NEW JERSEY TO BCUW/MADELINE HOUSING PARTNERS, 
LLC SUBJECT TO CERTAIN CONDITIONS 

 
 
Public Comments on Ordinance 13-16 
No one came forward.  
 
Motion by C. Warms, second by C. Zinna that Ordinance 13-16 be passed on second and 
final reading and are hereby adopted and notice of same shall be published according to 
law. 
 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 

C. Barzelatto:   aye   C. LaMastra:   absent   
C. Honig:   absent       C. Warms:      aye      
C. Kerge:   aye      C. Zinna:     aye  
 

 
Mayor Rustin thanked Tom Toronto of the Bergen County United Way for all the work and 
effort that has been put in the project.  He is proud that this project is moving along.  
 



PUBLIC COMMENTS:  
Johanna Gambrill – Ravine Road – commented on the BID Budget and expressed concern 
that there will not be enough review prior to the adoption of the budget.   
 
Tom Nigro – 5 Stonybrook Road – read a letter from Mr. Howard of the National Park Service 
dated July 12, 2013 to Mr. Jandoli and Ms. Lawrence of NJ Green Acres.   
 
Mayor Rustin responded that the Education Center project will be treated as a change in 
use by DEP and LWCF.  He noted No one has claimed the Tenafly Nature Center owns the 
land as they are stewards of land owned by the Borough.   
 
David Simpson – 12 Woodland Park Drive – commented that one of the concerns people 
have had of the Nature Center proposal have the involved blasting rock, effects on the water 
table, potential flooding.  He stated that he has heard that studies exist, but governing body 
does not have them and the Nature Center refuses to provide them.   
 
Mayor Rustin explained that what the governing body has done to this point is approve a 
concept of a new nature center.  A project has not been approved a project because Council 
does have the information to make this type of decision.  This project will go through with 
no special handling.   
 
Roland Scharfspitz – 44 Christie Street – stated that the current building has been obsolete 
since 1973.  There is a space immediately adjacent to the existing building that can be 
incorporated to the area of the current building and that it should be made into a 2-story 
building since it already has utilities and access.   
 
Dan Cianci, DM Diagnostic – 36 Central Avenue – explained that he was trying to expand 
his business by putting an outdoor hydrolic lift, but was told outdoor lifts are not permitted.  
He has been seeking a variance through the Board of Adjustment, but was notified that he 
would need legal representation.  He stated that he cannot afford $15,000 for an attorney.  
Mayor Rustin advised that he will speak to Building Department to see what can be done. 
 
Mark Feldman – 133 Lylewood Drive – commented that there have been no council meetings 
since April 23rd that have addressed the issues raised at that special meeting and that the 
Borough has received faulty guidance from the DEP.   
 
Gerald Nigro – 5 Stonybrook Road – stated that Council needs to engage the Borough 
Attorney as in 1972 to keep the project on track.   
 
Fred Robins – Sunset Lane – remarked that in 2001 there was a proposal to turf Geissinger 
Field which was opposed by the residents and overwhelmingly defeated in 2005 and that 
there should be on a referendum before any money is spent by the Board of Education or 
the Borough 
 
Harold Olejarz – 13 Esmond Place – expressed that it is critical that there be a referendum 
on Geissinger field and that it is important to be a good neighbor. 
 
Mayor Rustin explained that before any funds are signed over there will be a public hearing 
on the ordinance in which residents can speak.  Council encountered a similar issue with 
the installation of lights on the municipal field and heard the concerns from residents of 
Foster Road.  The Borough had instituted rules to mitigate any impact of the lights and has 
not received any complaints about the lights in 5 years. 
 
Jeffery Miller – 187 Leroy Street – advised of his support of the Nature Center project as 
long as the project is privately funded.  He commented that open space funds should not be 
spent on Geissinger Field as other properties contiguous to Borough property should be 
acquired with the open space funds.  If school board can fund the installation of the turf 
and come up with the money themselves, then that project proceed.   
 
Sylvia Meyerson – 133 Kent Road – stated that Council should protect the Blankman tract 
and not allow any development. 
 
Andreis Sigorus – 83 Walnut Drive – described that he is seeking to sell his home and 
received an offer quickly, but decided not to accept the offer.  He proposed to sell his 
property to the Borough since it is adjacent to Walnut Park.   
 
Mayor Rustin explained with regards to turfing Geissinger Field, the donor withdrew the 
offer a week before Board of Education would’ve accepted it.  Donor and his family were so 
abused by opponents of the donation, couldn’t take it anymore.  He further noted that the 
governing body doesn’t act in the interests of particular groups or organizations.  They see 



to do what’s best for the Borough.  To infer that he or the Council is kotowing to special 
interest is insulting.   With regards to the Nature Center project, the process is nowhere 
near finished with nature center project.  The governing body needs to see the plans and 
have them certified by Borough professionals.  Mayor Rustin stated that the governing body 
understands the problem that the business owner is experiencing and will try to help.  In 
reference to the offer to purchase the property next to Walnut Park, Council had discussed 
the proposal in Closed Session and came to a consensus that it is not a good offer for the 
community to spend $800,000 in open space funds.   
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
#R13-267/Appoint Borough Auditor 
#R13-268/Certify 2012 Audit 
#R13-269/Renew Membership with the Bergen County Joint Insurance Fund 
#R13-270/Confirm Appointments to the Board of Health 
#R13-271/Authorize Refund – Youth Services Teen Summer Camp – Even-Zahav 
#R13-272/Authorize Refund – Youth Services Teen Summer Camp – Cammalleri 
#R13-273/Authorize Tree Mitigation Escrow Refund – US Tender 
#R13-274/Authorize Tax Overpayment Refund – Mansoor & Arain 
#R13-275/Authorize Tax Court Judgment Refund – Pullman 
#R13-276/Authorize Bond and Escrow Refunds – US Tender 
#R13-277/Authorize Bond and Escrow Refunds – Rangrez 
#R13-278/Authorize Bond and Escrow Refunds – Pattap 
#R13-279/Authorize Tree Mitigation Escrow Refund – Grand Cupola 
#R13-280/Authorize Tree Mitigation Escrow Refund – Sibstroy Investment, LLC 
#R13-281/Authorize Tree Mitigation Escrow Refund – Sibstroy Investment, LLC 
#R13-282/Authorize Tree Mitigation Escrow Refund – Ginzberg 
#R13-283/Authorize Zoning Board and Construction Escrow Refunds –    
         Lubavitch on the Palisades 
#R13-284/Request Dedication by Rider - Annual Tenafly Community Night   
          Trust Fund 
#R13-285/Authorize Maintenance Bond Refund – Ari Realty 
#R13-286/Execute 2012 Open Space Trust Fund Contract – Froggy Park –             
          Park Improvements 
#R13-287/Execute Shelter Agreements with the American Red Cross  
#R13-288/Authorize Renewal of Plenary Retail Consumption License –    
         0261-33-010-009 
#R13-289/Authorize Refunds – Recreation – Various 
#R13-290/Authorize Refund – Site Plan Waiver Escrow – Gartner 
#R13-291/Authorize Refund – Site Plan Waiver Escrow – Lozaki Corp. 
#R13-292/Authorize Refund – Site Plan Waiver Escrow – Min Yu,  D & K Management LLC. 
#R13-293/Authorize Redemption of Tax Title Lien TTL12-6 
#R13-294/Authorize Bond and Escrow Refunds – Cohen 
#R13-295/Authorize Bond and Escrow Refunds – US Tender 
#R13-296/Authorize Tree Mitigation Escrow Refund – Lolis Development, LLC 
#R13-297/Authorize Refund – Site Plan Waiver Escrow – Canciglia, LLC 
#R13-298/Authorize Bond and Escrow Refunds – Rupp 
#R13-299/Authorize Zoning Board Escrow Refund – Chang 
#R13-300/Authorize Refund – Tax Court Judgments 
#R13-301/Authorize Tree Mitigation Escrow Refund – Edgewater Equities, LLC 
#R13-302/Authorize Tree Mitigation Escrow Refund – North American Eagle        

Construction Co, LLC 
#R13-303/Authorize Tree Mitigation Escrow Refund – 28 Country Club Rd, LLC 
#R13-304/Authorize Tree Mitigation Escrow Refund – Spring Hill Associates 
#R13-305/Authorize Tree Mitigation Escrow Refund – Sherry 
#R13-306/Authorize Tree Mitigation Escrow Refund – Ben-Ari 
#R13-307/Authorize Affordable Housing Trust Fund Expenditures - The Buzak Law 
         Group, LLC - Special Affordable Housing Counsel 
#R13-308/Authorize Refund – Site Plan Waiver Escrow – Martin 
#R13-309/Authorize Issuance of Outdoor Seating Permits – Various 
#R13-310/Approve Raffle Applications RA1058 – RA1060 
#R13-311/ Authorize Renewal of Plenary Retail Consumption License –    
          0261-33-001-006 
#R13-312/Request Bergen Municipal Joint Insurance Fund to Extend General  
         Liability and Non-Owned Automobile Liability Coverage to Tenafly Little     
         League Softball 
#R13-313/Authorize Receipt of Bids – DPW Street Sweeper 
#R13-314/Authorize Tax Overpayment Refund – Braun 
#R13-315/Amend 2013 Meeting Schedule – 2013 BID Budget Hearing 

 
Motion by C. Zinna, second by C. Warms that the Consent Agenda be approved. 



On a roll call, the vote on the Consent Agenda was recorded as follows: 
 

C. Barzelatto:   aye   C. LaMastra:   absent   
C. Honig:   absent    C. Warms:      aye      
C. Kerge:   aye       C. Zinna:     aye  

 
All members present voting in favor, the Consent Agenda was approved. 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Mayor Rustin    Mayor Rustin advised that Congressman Pascrell 
      had put together a transportation committee.  He 
      was disappointed by the makeup of the group  
      because it was had very little elected officials and
      was mostly comprised of business people involved
      in transit projects.  At the meeting, a representative
      from NJ Transit advised that the state isn’t 
      providing funds for projects and federal government
      only provides 50%.  There is the notion of  
      establishing a Passaic Bergen rail line to establish
      light rail from Paterson to Hackensack.   
 

Mayor Rustin reported that the Borough had a 
 successful concert season this year.  Concerts were
 held on a weekly basis with Tuesdays in Huyler
 Park and Thursdays at Davis Johnson Park. The
 talent was exceptional.  Funding was provided by 
 the balance left over from the fireworks and a 
 sponsorship drive.  There is $10,000 balance for 
 next year’s concerts.   

 
C. Barzelatto     On Sunday, September 8th at 1:00 p.m. the 9/11
      Memorial will be unveiled by the Fire Department. 
      September is emergency preparedness month.  
      C. Barzelatto noted that he and the Borough Clerk 
      have become program managers for a CERT team
      and more information will be provided.  He advised
      that he had conducted a successful tabletop  
      exercise with the Police, DPW, Board of Education,
      Building Department, TVAC, Fire Department, and
      Administrator.  More tabletop exercises will be 
      conducted in the future. 
 
Mayor Rustin    Mayor Rustin highlighted that in NJ Monthly 
      magazine, Tenafly ranked #7 as best place to live
      out of 500+ municipalities and #1 for the  
      population bracket. 
 
C. Warms     C. Warms recognized the two residents who filled
      the vacancies on the Board of Health.   
 
NEW BUSINESS: 

• #R13-316/Introduce 2013 BID Budget 
 

C. Zinna moved that Resolution #R13-316/Introduce 2013 BID Budget, be approved and 
set October 8, 2013 at 9:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard as the 
date and time and the Council Chambers of the Tenafly Municipal Center as the place for a 
hearing on the adoption of the 2013 BID Budget. Seconded by C. Kerge. 
 
On a roll call, the vote on #R13-316 was recorded as follows: 
 

C. Barzelatto:   aye   C. LaMastra:   absent   
C. Honig:   absent     C. Warms:      aye      
C. Kerge:   aye       C. Zinna:     aye  
 

• Introduction of Ordinances 
 

C. Barzelatto moved to introduce and pass on first reading Ordinances 13-17, 13-18, and 
13-19 on first reading and setting September 24, 2013 at 8:45 p.m. or as soon thereafter as 
the matter can be heard as the date and time and the Council Chambers of the Tenafly 
Municipal Center as the place for a hearing on said ordinances. Seconded by C. Zinna :   



The Borough Clerk read the ordinances into the record: 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 13-17 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER II, SECTION 2-45.1 
OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF TENAFLY 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 13-18 - AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER VII OF THE 

 REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF TENAFLY, ENTITLED
 “TRAFFIC”  

 
ORDINANCE NO. 13-19 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER XIX, SECTION 19-
2 ENTITLED “MANDATORY RECYCLING”. 

 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 

C. Barzelatto:   aye   C. LaMastra:   absent  
C. Honig:         absent  C. Warms:         aye 
C. Kerge:         aye   C. Zinna:      aye 

 
C. Kerge moved to introduce and pass on first reading Ordinances 13-20 and 13-21 on first 
reading and setting October 22, 2013 at 8:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can 
be heard as the date and time and the Council Chambers of the Tenafly Municipal Center 
as the place for a hearing on said ordinances. Seconded by C. Zinna:   
 
The Borough Clerk read the ordinances into the record: 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 13-20 - AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND SUPPLEMENT CHAPTER 
35 OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF TENAFLY, 
ENTITLED “LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS” AND MORE PARTICULARLY: 
AMENDING SECTION 35-801 “ZONE DISTRICTS”; SCHEDULE A – “SCHEDULE OF 
PERMITTED USES”; AND SCHEDULE C – OFF STREET PARKING REQUIREMENTS 
SCHEDULE. 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 13-21 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 35 OF THE 
REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF TENAFLY, ENTITLED 
“LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS” AND MORE PARTICULARLY: AMENDING 
CHAPTER 35-201 ENTITLED “TERMS DEFINED”; AMENDING CHAPTER 35-509 
ENTITLED “PUBLICATION OF DECISION”; AND AMENDING CHAPTER 35-604 
ENTITLED “TECHNICAL REVIEW ESCROW DEPOSITS”. 

 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 

C. Barzelatto:   aye   C. LaMastra:   absent  
C. Honig:         absent  C. Warms:         aye 
C. Kerge:         aye   C. Zinna:      aye 

 
MAYOR’S REMARKS: 
Mayor Rustin reported that he appointed Carole Hodges as the 2nd Alternate to the 
Environmental Commission.  Ms. Hodges is also a member of the Green Team and he is 
looking forward to her contributions to the community. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
As there was no further business to come before the Council, on a motion by C.  Zinna, 
second by C. Kerge, and unanimously carried, to adjourn this meeting.  The meeting was 
adjourned at 10:15 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
 

Lissette Aportela-Hernandez, MPA, RMC 
       Borough Clerk 


