
Borough of Tenafly 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES 
 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2013 
 

PRESENT:   Mayor Peter Rustin and Council members Anthony Barzelatto, Barry 
Honig, Martha Kerge, Nadia LaMastra, Jon Warms, and Mark Zinna 

 
ABSENT:        None  
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Borough Administrator Jewel Thompson-Chin 

Borough Attorney William R. McClure 
 

At 7:55 p.m. Mayor Rustin read the Open Public Meetings Act Statement: “In compliance 
with the Open Public Meetings Act P.L. 1975, chapter 231, the notice requirements have 
been satisfied. Meeting dates for the year are listed in the Annual Agenda; copies are sent to 
the Record, Suburbanite, and Northern Valley News and posted on the bulletin board in the 
lobby of the Municipal Center. ” 
 
The Salute to the Flag was led by Mayor Peter Rustin. 
 
REVISIONS TO AGENDA: 
 
Borough Attorney McClure advised that there are no revisions to the agenda. 
 
AUDIENCE REMARKS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  
 
Mark Feldman, 133 Lylewood Drive, expressed his opinion that Resolution #13-329 
implements a conclusion that is final and irreversible. He voiced his objections to the 
process and advised that his objections will be followed up by political or legal action if 
necessary. 
 
Gerald Nigro, 5 Stonybrook Road, read a statement expressing his opinion that Roosevelt 
Common is overdeveloped and adds to the general degreening of Tenafly as well as his 
concerns regarding the Nature Center proposal.  
 
Ruth Burstein, 140 Thatcher Road, stated that most citizens present believe that the Nature 
Center building needs to be expanded, but feel it should take place on the present site to 
prevent the destruction of so many trees. 
 
Donald Kornfeld, 258 Highwood Avenue, noted that two other experts have said that the 
present site is perfectly usable. He asked that an independent architect and engineer be 
appointed to determine whether the current site is buildable. 
 
Sylvia Meyerson, 133 Kent Road, advised that the Blankman Tract was purchased in order 
to keep the land in its natural state and asked Council to consider the fact that if there is a 
change in use and development takes place on that land, the people who originally 
contributed to that purchase might want their money back. 
 
Tom Nigro, 5 Stonybrook Road, referenced an email and memo between Steve Jandoli and 
NJ Historic Preservation Office regarding consultative comments involving phase I and II 
archeological surveys that are required for this site. He advised that Ms. Kleinbaum stated 
at a meeting that the Mayor will be giving authorization for the project to commence once 
half of the funds are raised and questioned if the Mayor has legal authority to do so. 
 
Mayor Rustin responded that he has never made such a comment as it is not within his 
powers to do so and expressed his doubt that Ms. Kleinbaum would make a comment to 
that effect. 
 
Edythe Kornfeld, 258 Highwood Avenue, noted the importance of two experts having 
advised that the Nature Center can build on Hudson Avenue. She asked that the 
destruction of trees be considered before voting on the proposed ordinance.  
 
Nikki Rosen, 116 Kent Road, asked Council to consider the impact on the wildlife if building 
takes place at the proposed location.  
 



Steve Savas, 40 S. Park Drive, remarked that he supported the acquisition of this property 
in 70s in order for this land to be kept forever wild.  
 
Bill Kelly, 24 Midwood Road, commented that two well-known architects in Tenafly believe 
that it is perfectly feasible to build in the current location but the Nature Center does not 
seem want to consider this possibility. He believes it needs to be determined whether the 
building can be expanded in current location. 
 
Mike Neus, 330 Engle Street, President of the Nature Center Board of Trustees, pointed out 
that what has been accomplished thus far has been done through the board’s own efforts, 
time, and money. He commented that this situation is not the same as in 1974 when there 
were developers looking to develop high density, mixed use buildings. He detailed all of the 
information about this proposal that has been available on website for months and advised 
that tours of both the current and proposed site have been offered. He confirmed that it is 
possible to develop at the top of Hudson Avenue, but advised that building at the current 
site is not the most environmentally sound decision. He noted that Green Acres has 
endorsed the choice of the proposed location and has confirmed that it is a permitted use. 
He assured the public that the board will ensure that all appropriate steps will be taken.  
 
Mark Feldman, 133 Lylewood Drive, questioned how the Borough will avoid liability when it 
is stepping up as a sponsor of the project. He also inquired how the Borough can delegate 
the responsibility of preparing and negotiating submissions, applications, filings and 
reports to the Tenafly Nature Center Association when they are a private organization. 
 
Borough Attorney McClure responded that private entities are retained all the time to apply 
for grants and oversee municipal projects. In terms of the financial aspect, he advised that 
this project has to be considered a Borough-sponsored project as it is taking place on 
municipal land. He noted that the Nature Center is obligated to raise the necessary funds to 
construct the proposed building and the Council can object if the funds are not raised to its 
satisfaction. There are provisions in the lease and resolution that no public funds will be 
expended, the Nature Center is required to comply with all applicable laws and regulations, 
adequate assurances must be given to the owner that the funds are in hand prior to 
construction commencing, and all construction plans will be consistent with what has been 
proposed. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
#R13-318/Approve Expenditures as of September 4, 2013 
#R13-319/Adopt Corrective Action Plan 
#R13-320/Award Contract – DPW Front End Loader – Foley, Inc. 
#R13-321/Authorize Extension of License Agreement – Wells Fargo Bank 
#R13-322/Approve NJDOT Grant Application for the Tenafly Road Roadway Improvements 
        (Section 4) Project 
#R13-323/Approve Developer's Agreement - Shelter Development, LLC 
#R13-324/Authorize Cancellation of Inactive Escrow Accounts 
#R13-325/Approve Outdoor Seating Permit – Good Taste Restaurant 
#R13-326/Authorize Interlocal Contract for Cooperative Purchasing contract with Houston
        Galveston Area Council (H-GAC)  
#R13-327/Oppose United Water Rate Increase 
#R13-328/Amend 2013 Capital Budget 

 
Motion by C. Warms, second by C. Zinna that the Consent Agenda be approved. 
 
On a roll call, the vote on the Consent Agenda was recorded as follows: 
 

C. Barzelatto:   aye   C. LaMastra:   aye   
C. Honig:   aye        C. Warms:      aye      
C. Kerge:   aye       C. Zinna:     aye  

 
All members present voting in favor, the Consent Agenda was approved. 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
Councilwoman Kerge The Library Board met last night. They had a 

successful summer. The Friends of the Library is 
becoming more viable and they are working on 
future programs for the Library. There will be a 
book sale two weekends from now in the 
McCandless Room. The Garden Club is working on 
the garden outside the Library and have a 
professional plan which they would like to present 



to the Borough Administrator first and then to the 
governing body.  

 
 The Board of Adjustment met and approved three 

applications. One of the applications was to 
construct a 3-story home but was reduced to a 2.5-
story home. The Chairperson took the time to speak 
with one of applicants about the necessity of having 
contractors keep the yard clean during 
construction.  

 
 The Historic Preservation Commission will meet 

this week. 
 
Councilman Warms The flu clinic is scheduled on Friday September 27th 

from 1 pm to 4 pm in the McCandless Room. 
 
 The Nature Center is conducting a raffle and the 

drawing will be on October 10th. Tickets are still 
available. On September 18th, Whole Foods is 
having a community support event in which 5% of 
all purchases will be donated to local activities 
including the Nature Center. 

 
Councilwoman LaMastra The BID will meet next Monday. C. LaMastra 

advised that they did present their budget at a 
special meeting on June 18th and had supporting 
documentation of the programs to which they 
wanted to commit. She further advised that the 
original amount requested was reduced to what was 
approved last week in the amount of $48,000 as 
Finance was able to collect on old assessments.  

 
 The Recreation Board met last night. The lightning 

detection system was discussed. The training for 
the public will be a joint effort with the Board of 
Education and a meeting with the BOE, DPW, and 
Police Department is confirmed for Thursday 
morning. Summer Camp went well with 400 kids 
having registered. The State conducted an 
inspection and the program passed with flying 
colors. The Football Booster Club managed to raise 
$24,000 in support of the program and new 
protection equipment has been purchased and 
training put into place. The First Annual 
Community Night will take place next Tuesday. 

 
 The Welcome Committee will be hosting their New 

Residents Event on Thursday night and C. 
LaMastra commented that the committee is doing a 
fabulous job prepping for this event. 

 
Councilman Barzelatto C. Barzelatto thanked everyone who attended 

Tenafly Fire Association’s 9/11 Memorial 
Dedication on Sunday. Mayor Rustin commented 
that it was nice to have Kathy Donovan, County 
Executive, in attendance. Borough Administrator 
Thompson-Chin advised that County Executive 
Donovan had requested a photograph and it has 
been sent to her. 

 
Councilman Zinna    No report. 
 
Councilman Honig    No report. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 



 
C. LaMastra questioned whether the meeting on September 24th will be moved. Council 
decided that the Work Session will be held at Borough Hall and the meeting will start at 7 
p.m. instead of 7:30 p.m. The Public Meeting will be held at the Tenafly Middle School 
Auditorium at 8:30 p.m. 

 
• Introduction of Ordinances 

 
C. Warms moved to introduce and pass on first reading Ordinance 13-22, 13-23, and 13-24 
on first reading and setting September 24, 2013 at 8:45 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the 
matter can be heard as the date and time and the Tenafly Middle School Auditorium as the 
place for a hearing on said ordinances. Seconded by C. Zinna:   
 
The Borough Clerk read the ordinances into the record: 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 13-22 - A CAPITAL ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF 
$85,550 FOR BASKETBALL COURT IMPROVEMENTS TO BE UNDERTAKEN BY THE 
BOROUGH OF TENAFLY AND TO APPROPRIATE $85,550 FROM A BERGEN 
COUNTY OPEN SPACE GRANT 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 13-23 - AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $885,000 FROM THE 
MUNICIPAL OPEN SPACE, RECREATION, AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION TRUST 
FUND OF THE BOROUGH OF TENAFLY 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 13-24 - AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND 
GRANTING OF A LEASE TO THE TENAFLY NATURE CENTER ASSOCIATION, 
INCORPORATED. 

  
On a roll call, the vote on Ordinance 13-22 was recorded as follows: 
 

C. Barzelatto:   aye   C. LaMastra:   aye  
C. Honig:         aye   C. Warms:         aye 
C. Kerge:         aye   C. Zinna:      aye 

 
Motion by C. Honig, second by C. LaMastra that Ordinance 13-23 be tabled. 
 
C. Honig advised that although he is in support of this project, the issue is the availability 
of a significant amount of property for purchase. As there is $2.2 million currently in the 
Open Space Trust and no new revenue will be collected until next July, he stated that the 
amount left will barely be sufficient to purchase an acre of land. He noted that the principle 
purpose of open space funds is to purchase land and although the field is a permissible 
use, it is not the primary use. C. Honig believes that there needs to be a comprehensive 
discussion about the use of these funds.  

 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 

C. Barzelatto:   nay   C. LaMastra:   aye  
C. Honig:         aye   C. Warms:         nay 
C. Kerge:         nay   C. Zinna:      nay 
 

The majority present voting against the motion to table, the motion was defeated. 
 
The majority of Council agreed that although there should be a discussion regarding the 
use of open space funds and the availability of land for purchase by the Borough, this 
project is a permissible and good use of this money. Concerns were raised by C. LaMastra 
and C. Honig that the primary use of these funds was intended for the purchase of land. C. 
Honig expressed his opinion that there is no urgency in taking this action and raised the 
idea of the Board of Education bonding this money. Mayor Rustin explained that the timing 
is essential if the field is to be ready for next fall and if this money were to be bonded, it 
would become the burden of the taxpayers.  

 
On a roll call, the vote on Ordinance 13-23 was recorded as follows: 
 

C. Barzelatto:   aye   C. LaMastra:   nay  
C. Honig:         nay   C. Warms:         aye 
C. Kerge:         aye   C. Zinna:      aye 
 

On a roll call, the vote on Ordinance 13-24 was recorded as follows: 
 

C. Barzelatto:   aye   C. LaMastra:   aye  



C. Honig:         aye   C. Warms:         aye 
C. Kerge:         aye   C. Zinna:      aye 
 

 
• #R13-329/Approve Change of Use of a Portion of the Lost Brook Preserve Leased to 

the Tenafly Nature Center Association, Incorporated 
 
Mayor Rustin explained that this resolution is a response to a request from State that in 
order for this project to go forward, Council has to approve a change of use. 
 
Motion by C. Warms, second by C. Kerge that Resolution #R13-329 be approved. 
 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 

 
C. Barzelatto:   aye   C. LaMastra:   aye   
C. Honig:   aye         C. Warms:      aye      

 C. Kerge:   aye       C. Zinna:     aye  
 
AUDIENCE REMARKS FOR NON-AGENDA ITEMS: 
 
None. 
 
MAYOR’S REMARKS: 
 
Mayor Rustin expressed his concern over the significant amount of comment from the 
residents regarding the Nature Center process and assured them that this process is not 
finished. He advised that all of the requirements being placed on the Nature Center by State 
agencies will be addressed by the Nature Center as the governing body does not intend for 
any public funds to be spent. He further advised that nothing is being done without the 
Council’s approval or oversight. He explained that the law requires that the money be in 
hand prior to the projecting starting. He agrees with the concerns about the loss of trees. He 
feels that the natural development of Tenafly has caused more trees to be taken down than 
planted and believes that they need to come up with ideas for planting. C. LaMastra pointed 
out that there is a Shade Tree Fund which is not being used. Borough Administrator 
Thompson-Chin advised that the planting of trees by residents through this fund is done on 
a volunteer basis and requests are received.  
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
As there was no further business to come before the Council, on a motion by C. Honig, 
second by C. Warms, and unanimously carried, to adjourn this meeting.  The meeting was 
adjourned at 9:39 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
 

Lissette Aportela-Hernandez, MPA, RMC 
       Borough Clerk 


