
Borough of Tenafly 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES 
 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 2013 
 
 

PRESENT:   Mayor Peter Rustin and Council members Anthony Barzelatto, Barry 
Honig, Martha Kerge, Nadia LaMastra, Jon Warms, and Mark Zinna 

 
ABSENT:         None. 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Borough Administrator Jewel Thompson-Chin 

Borough Attorney William R. McClure 
 

At 10:07 p.m. Mayor Rustin read the Open Public Meetings Act Statement: “In compliance 
with the Open Public Meetings Act P.L. 1975, chapter 231, the notice requirements have 
been satisfied. Meeting dates for the year are listed in the Annual Agenda; copies are sent to 
the Record, Suburbanite, and Northern Valley Press and posted on the bulletin board in the 
lobby of the Municipal Center.” 
 
The Salute to the Flag was led by Mayor Peter Rustin. 
 
Motion by C. Kerge, second by C. Barzelatto, and all other members voting in favor, 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Minutes of the October 22, 2013 Regular Meeting, November 7, 
2013 Work Session, November 7, 2013 Closed Session (not to be released), November 12, 
2013 Closed Session (not to be released), November 12, 2013 Regular Meeting, and 
November 12, 2013 Closed Session (not to be released) are approved. 
 
Mayor Rustin thanked the Borough Clerk for getting the minutes done so quickly. 
 
REVISIONS TO AGENDA: 
Mr. McClure advised that the two following resolutions will be listed under New Business: 
#R13-425/Appoint Borough Tax Collector and #R13-426/Reject All Bids and Authorize Re-
Bid for Solid Waste Collection Service 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Ernie Kollitidies – 164 East Clinton Avenue – suggested that the Building Department 
should’ve gone to manufacturer of generators to determine the noise levels of the units, 
permits issued for the generators should be rescinded, and proper noise suppressing 
buffers should be installed to bring noise levels down to the ordinance. 
 
Gerald Nigro – 5 Stonybrook Road – inquired when Council will introduce a motion for the 
referendum and asked Council for assurance that neither they nor the Planning Board will 
grant approvals to the Tenafly Nature Center. 
 
Mayor Rustin advised Mr. Nigro that a referendum cannot take place before November 2014 
and the ballot question must be sent to the County by mid-August.  Once Council receives 
the signed letters from both groups, then work on the interpretive statement can begin by a 
committee that will have members of the Nature Center and Save Tenafly Green Acres.  He 
stated that if the Nature Center is moving ahead, they are doing so at their own risk as they 
will not be issued any permits.  Council cannot tell the Nature Center not to proceed, just 
as they cannot tell Save Tenafly Green Acres not to get an architect or engineer to prepare 
drawings.   
 
Andrew Mikesh – 50 Sherwood Road – recommended that the letter should include 
language requiring both groups to agree to the interpretive statement. 
 
Ernie Kollitidies – Inquired why Council does not rescind the approvals for the emergency 
generators and why the Code Enforcement Officer is being trained to read a decibel meter. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
#R13-401/Approve Expenditures as of November 20, 2013 
#R13-402/Approve NJDOT Change Order #1 – Columbus Drive Improvement Project 
#R13-403/Schedule January 7, 2014 Work Session 
#R13-404/Authorize Line Item Budget Transfers 



#R13-405/Authorize Redemption of Tax Title Lien TTL12-3 
#R13-406/Authorize Tree Mitigation Escrow Refund – 90 Magnolia Avenue 
#R13-407/Authorize Tree Mitigation Escrow Refund – 108 Buckingham Road 
#R13-408/Authorize Tree Mitigation Escrow Refund – 90 Coppell Drive 
#R13-409/Authorize Tree Mitigation Escrow Refund – 28 N Browning Avenue 
#R13-410/Authorize Tree Mitigation Escrow Refund – 411 East Clinton Avenue 
#R13-411/Authorize Tree Mitigation Escrow Refund – 27 Dogwood Lane 
#R13-412/Authorize Tree Mitigation Escrow Refund – 15 Eager Place 
#R13-413/Authorize Tree Mitigation Escrow Refund – 67 Highwood Avenue 
#R13-414/Authorize Tree Mitigation Escrow Refund – 31 Dogwood Lane 
#R13-415/Authorize Refund – Site Plan Waiver Escrow - PB#1-13-11 
#R13-416/Authorize Recreation Refunds – November 2013 
#R13-417/Approve Raffle Application – RA 1064   
#R13-418/Authorize Submission of 2014 CDBG Application 
#R13-419/Authorize Tree Mitigation Escrow Refund - 60 Depeyster Avenue 
#R13-420/Authorize Refund – Overpayment of Taxes – Various 
#R13-421/Authorize Refund – Overpayment of Taxes - Corelogic  
#R13-422/Authorize Refund – Overpayment of Taxes – Hudson City Savings Bank 

#R13-423/Authorize Refund – Overpayment of Taxes – Wells Fargo Real Estate Tax Service 
#R13-424/Authorize Refund – Overpayment of Taxes – BAC Tax Service 
 
Motion by C. LaMastra, second by C. Kerge that the Consent Agenda be approved. 
 
On a roll call, the vote on the Consent Agenda was recorded as follows: 
 

C. Barzelatto:   aye   C. LaMastra:   aye   
C. Honig:   aye    C. Warms:      aye      
C. Kerge:   aye       C. Zinna:     aye  

 
All members present voting in favor, the Consent Agenda was approved. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

ORDINANCE 13-27: 
 
The Borough Clerk read into the record: 
 
The following ordinance published herewith was first read by title only on November 12, 
2013, and posted on the bulletin board of the lobby of the municipal center. 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 13-27 – AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $106,902 TO PROVIDE FOR 
IMPROVEMENTS TO FROGGY PARK IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF TENAFLY, NEW 
JERSEY 
 
Public Comments on Ordinance 13-27 
No one came forward. 
 
Motion by C. Warms, second by C. LaMastra that Ordinance 13-27 be passed on second 

and final reading and are hereby adopted and notice of same shall be published according 
to law. 
 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 

C. Barzelatto:   aye   C. LaMastra:   aye   
C. Honig:   aye       C. Warms:      aye      
C. Kerge:   aye      C. Zinna:     aye  

 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Mayor Rustin    Members of the Planning Board met with the new 
      COAH attorney.  The NJ Supreme Court rendered a
       decision in October that made 3rd Round rules 
      invalid.  COAH has 5 months to develop a new 
      plan, which is until end of February.  COAH has
       not met to date.  The Kim property project will 
      garner 20 credits towards 2nd Round obligations. 
 
C. LaMastra Welcome Committee – On March 23, 2014, they will 

hold their annual maple sugaring event at the 
Tenafly Nature Center.  The committee is working 



on revamping the welcome book.  April Uram will 
no longer be the chair since she will be serving on 
the Board of Education.  Council decided that they 
would like to thank Ms. Uram at the Recess 
Meeting.  C. LaMastra will contact Ms. Uram. 

 
 TVAC – They have15 new members.  Members were 

supposed to be recognized this evening, but due to 
the work session running longer than anticipated, 
members were unable to stay for this meeting.  C. 
LaMastra will reach out to members to determine if 
they can attend the December 10th meeting. 

     
Recreation Board – The annual visit with Santa will 
take place on December 18th in the McCandless 
Room.  On January 27th, a Super Bowl cook-off will 
be held. 

 

 
C. Warms  Tenafly Nature Center – The annual dinner will be 

held on March 30th.  They have prepared an 
educational piece on how to live with coyotes.  He 
requested that the Borough Administrator post this 
information on the Borough website for the 
residents.   

 
Chamber of Commerce – The annual winter parade 
will be held on December 5th.  The Chamber is 
supporting “Small Business Saturday”, which is the 
Saturday after Thanksgiving and encourages people 
to shop at local stores and includes a $25 American 
Express gift card raffle. 
 
Environmental Commission – On December 10th at 
7pm they will hold an Energy Forum to educate 
residents on the NJ Clean Energy Program in the 
McCandless Room. 

 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
A. Ordinance No. 13-28 - Tabled on November 12, 2013 
 
Motion by C. Zinna, second by LaMastra that Ordinance 13-28 be removed from the table. 
 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 

C. Barzelatto:   aye   C. LaMastra:   aye   
C. Honig:   aye       C. Warms:      aye      

C. Kerge:   aye      C. Zinna:     aye  
 

C.  Zinna moved to introduce and pass on first reading Ordinance 13-28 as amended and 
setting December 10, 2013 at 8:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard as 
the date and time and the Council Chambers of the Tenafly Municipal Center as the place 
for a hearing on said ordinance. Seconded by C. Kerge:   
 
The Borough Clerk read the ordinance into the record: 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 13-28 - AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN 
AGREEMENT WITH THE TENAFLY BOARD OF EDUCATION WHEREBY THE BOROUGH 
SHALL BE GRANTED CERTAIN RIGHTS TO USE THE REAL PROPERTY KNOWN AS 
GEISSINGER FIELD FOR RECREATIONAL PURPOSES IN EXCHANGE FOR THE SHARING 
OF COST OF IMPROVEMENTS NEEDED TO EXPAND THE  RECREATIONAL VALUE OF 
SAID PROPERTY 
 
On a roll call, the vote on Ordinance 13-28 was recorded as follows: 
 

C. Barzelatto:   aye   C. LaMastra:   nay  
C. Honig:         nay   C. Warms:         aye 
C. Kerge:         aye   C. Zinna:      aye 
 



 
NEW BUSINESS: 

 #R13-425/Appoint Borough Tax Collector  
 
WHEREAS, on January 29, 2013, via Resolution #13-87, C. Anne Doyle, CTC, 

Certificate #T-1592, was appointed to the position of Tax Collector effective March 1, 2013, 
for the unexpired term of Lily Tom until November 30, 2013; and 

 
WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:9-142, defines the term of office for the Tax Collector for a 

term of 4 years from the first day of January next following his/her appointment; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council seek to appoint Ms. Doyle to an initial full term.  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Tenafly, that C. Anne Doyle is appointed as the Tax Collector for the Borough of Tenafly and 
that the initial term of office be designated as January 1, 2014 – December 30, 2018, 
pursuant to NJSA 40A:9-142. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that C. Anne Doyle is appointed as Interim Tax 
Collector from December 1, 2013 – December 31, 2013. 
 
Motion by C. LaMastra, second by C. Zinna that #R13-425 be approved. 
 
C. Honig advised that he will abstain from this resolution.  He is not comfortable to vote yes 
for a 4 year term as it is a long time, but he does not feel negatively enough to say no to the 
appointment. 
 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 

C. Barzelatto:   aye   C. LaMastra:   aye   
C. Honig:   abstain      C. Warms:      aye      
C. Kerge:   aye      C. Zinna:     aye  
 
 

 #R13-426/Reject All Bids and Authorize Re-Bid for Solid Waste Collection Service 
 
WHEREAS, bids for the project known as the " SOLID WASTE COLLECTION 

SERVICE FOR THE BOROUGH OF TENAFLY " were received on Thursday, September 26, 
2013 at 11:00 a.m. in the Council Chambers in Borough Hall as advertised according to 
law; and 

 
WHEREAS, the three (3) bids received were reviewed by the Mayor and Council and 

there was no consensus on which service option to select and the Borough Attorney has 
recommended that the bids be rejected; and 

 
WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the Borough to re-bid this project. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council hereby rejects the 

bids submitted on September 26, 2013 and authorizes the Borough Clerk to return the bid 
bonds to the bidders in accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is authorized to advertise a re-

bid of this project in which bids are to be received on Friday, February 7, 2014 at 11:00 
a.m. in the Council Chambers in Borough Hall, at which time they will be opened and read 
aloud, and that said advertisements are to be published in the Record and Star Ledger on 
Sunday, December 8, 2013 in accordance with Local Public Contracts Law. 

 
Motion by C. Honig, second by C. LaMastra that #R13-426 be approved. 
 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 

C. Barzelatto:   aye   C. LaMastra:   aye   
C. Honig:   aye       C. Warms:      aye      
C. Kerge:   aye      C. Zinna:     aye  

 
MAYOR’S REMARKS: 
Mayor Rustin noted that the new DPW Director, Bob Culvert is working with the outgoing 
Director Bob Beutel during the transition process.  They had visited site that had a tree 
situation on Churchill Road.  He stated that he hoped Council will take a look at tree 
ordinance in 2014.   



 
ADJOURNMENT: 
As there was no further business to come before the Council, on a motion by C. Honig, 
second by C. Warms, and unanimously carried, to adjourn this meeting.  The meeting was 
adjourned at 10:41 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
 

Lissette Aportela-Hernandez, MPA, RMC 
       Borough Clerk 


