
Borough of Tenafly 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES 
 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2013 
 

PRESENT:   Mayor Peter Rustin and Council members Anthony Barzelatto (arrived 
at 8:50 p.m.), Barry Honig, Martha Kerge, Nadia LaMastra, Jon Warms, 
and Mark Zinna 

 
ABSENT:        None  
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Borough Administrator Jewel Thompson-Chin 

Borough Attorney William R. McClure 
 

At 7:33 p.m. Mayor Rustin read the Open Public Meetings Act Statement: “In compliance 
with the Open Public Meetings Act P.L. 1975, chapter 231, the notice requirements have 
been satisfied. Meeting dates for the year are listed in the Annual Agenda; copies are sent to 
the Record, Suburbanite, and Northern Valley News and posted on the bulletin board in the 
lobby of the Municipal Center. ” 
 
The Salute to the Flag was led by Mayor Peter Rustin. 
 
CLOSED SESSION 
Mayor Rustin recognized Borough Attorney William McClure, who read into the record 
Resolution 13-380. 
 
BE IT RESOLVED in compliance with NJSA 10:4-12, the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Tenafly are going into Closed Executive Session to discuss the following matters: 

 
A. Personnel 
 1. Tax Collector Appointment 

 
Minutes will be taken of the meeting and released to the public at the time that the matter 
is resolved.   After Closed Executive Session, the Mayor and Council will reconvene in 
Council Chambers to resume the Regular Public Meeting. 
 
On a motion from C. Kerge, seconded by C. Zinna, and all present voting in favor, the 
meeting was recessed to the Closed Session in the Committee Room at 7:35 p.m. 
 
The Regular Public Meeting resumed at  8:03 p.m. 
 
Motion by C. LaMastra, second by C. Zinna, and all other members voting in favor, 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Minutes of the October 29, 2013 Special Meeting, October 29, 
2013 Closed Session (not to be released), and November 7, 2013 Special Meeting are 
approved. 
 
REVISIONS TO AGENDA: 
 
Borough Attorney McClure advised that Resolution #R13-398/ Appoint Director of the 
Department of Public Works – Robert J. Culvert is being removed from the Consent Agenda 
and is being moved to New Business. He further advised that a request from the Chamber 
of Commerce to hold its Holiday Parade on December 5th is being added to New Business. 
 
PRESENTATIONS – 2013 Fire Prevention Poster Contest Winners 
 
Chief Richard Philpott, Fire Official Alden Blackwell, and Fire Inspector William Connolly 
handed out awards to the winners of the 2013 Fire Prevention Contest. The list of winners 
is as follows: 
 
KINDERGARTEN: 
 
Austin Siu      3RD PLACE     
Anthony Kang     2ND PLACE     
Jeon-Seo Lee      1ST PLACE     
 



FIRST GRADE: 
 
Tessa Rinaldi     HONARABLE MENTION   
Chloe Kim      3RD PLACE     
Luke Kim      2ND PLACE     
Cailyn Min      1ST PLACE     
 
SECOND GRADE: 
 
Adam Baptiste     HONORABLE MENTION   
Chloe Lee      3RD PLACE     
Daniel Cho      2ND PLACE     
Maddy Poblete     1ST PLACE     
 
THIRD GRADE: 
 
Rocco Gratale     HONORABLE MENTION   
Avery Kahn      3RD PLACE     

Jessica Kim      2ND PLACE     
Will Donahue     1ST PLACE     
 
FOURTH GRADE: 
 
Rebecca Wong     HONORABLE MENTION   
Luca Ahn-Cooper     3RD PLACE     
Kara Park      2ND PLACE     
Ethan Corriel     1ST PLACE 
 
FIFTH GRADE: 
 
Joshua McClane     HONORABLE MENTION   
Deen McNeil      3RD PLACE     
Michelle Dai      2ND PLACE     
Hyewon Park      1ST PLACE 
 
BEST OVERALL POSTER FOR 2013  
 
Hyewon Park 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Mayor Rustin advised that Resolution #R13-198/ Appoint Director of the Department of 
Public Works – Robert J. Culvert is being moved up on the agenda as Mr. Culvert is present 
in the audience. 
 
Motion by C. Kerge, second by C. LaMastra that Resolution #R13-398 be approved. 
 
As he was absent from the meeting at which Mr. Culvert was interviewed, C. Honig 

explained that he would be abstaining.  
 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 

C. Barzelatto:   absent  C. LaMastra:   aye   
C. Honig:   abstain      C. Warms:      aye      
C. Kerge:   aye       C. Zinna:     aye  

 
AUDIENCE REMARKS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  
 
David Simpson, 12 Woodland Park Drive, questioned whether the smoking ordinance is 
intended to prohibit smoking if walking on a sidewalk. He was advised that it does not apply 
to walking on a public sidewalk. 
 
Maxim Basch, 148 Magnolia Avenue, Council-Elect, asked that the vote on the agreement 
for Geissinger Field be postponed until he and Council-Elect Daniel Park take office. 
 
James Coyle, 14 Kenwood Road, commented that according to the referendum if funds from 
the Open Space Trust were to be allocated for a secondary purpose, there should have been 
a special public meeting scheduled. 
 



Mayor Rustin advised that there was a public hearing before money was allocated and as 
they are only approving an agreement with the Board of Education for use of Geissinger 
Field, he further advised that the allocation of funds is not an agenda item.  
 
Jeffrey Miller, 186 Leroy Street, inquired when the public can see the actual agreement. 
Council advised that the agreement is not available to the public as it is considered advisory 
material until action is taken. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
#R13-381/Authorize Budget Transfers 
#R13-382/Approve Expenditures as of November 6, 2013 
#R13-383/Authorize Transfer of Funds to the Borough Tree Replacement Fund – Lee 
#R13-384/ Authorize Issuance of Purchase Order - Marturano Recreation Company –  
         Froggy Park New Playground Equipment 
#R13-385/Award Contract to Pierce Manufacturing, Inc., - Fire Rescue Truck  
#R13-386/Authorize Cancellation of Unexpended General Capital  Improvement   
         Authorization  
#R13-387/Authorize Tree Mitigation Escrow Refund – Spring Hill Associates 

#R13-388/Authorize Tree Mitigation Escrow Refund – Shah 
#R13-389/Authorize Tree Mitigation Escrow Refund – Shirvan 
#R13-390/Authorize Refund – Various Bonds and Escrows – Shirvan 
#R13-391/Authorize Refund – Various Bonds and Escrows – Strategic Properties 
#R13-392/Authorize Refund – Various Bonds and Escrows – Kong 
#R13-393/Authorize Tree Mitigation Escrow Refund – Sibstroy Investment, LLC 
#R13-394/Authorize Tree Mitigation Escrow Refund – Lu 
#R13-395/Approve Service Agreement with the Bergen County Utilities – Solid Waste     
         Disposal  
#R13-396/Support the Fugitive Safe Surrender Program 
#R13-397/Retain the Services of Thomas B. Hanrahan & Associates, LLC 
#R13-398/Appoint Director of the Department of Public Works – Robert J. Culvert Moved to 
New Business 

 
Motion by C. Kerge, second by C. Zinna that the Consent Agenda be approved as amended. 
 
On a roll call, the vote on the Consent Agenda was recorded as follows: 
 

C. Barzelatto:   absent  C. LaMastra:   aye   
C. Honig:   aye        C. Warms:      aye      
C. Kerge:   aye       C. Zinna:     aye  

 
All members present voting in favor, the Consent Agenda was approved as amended. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 
ORDINANCES 13-25 & 13-26: 

 
The Deputy Borough Clerk read into the record: 
 

The following ordinances published herewith was first read by title only on October 22, 
2013, and posted on the bulletin board of the lobby of the municipal center. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 13-25 - AN ORDINANCE TO CREATE SECTION 21-5, ENTITLED 
“LIGHTNING SAFETY POLICY” UNDER CHAPTER XXI OF THE REVISED GENERAL 
ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF TENAFLY ENTITLED “PARKS, PLAYGROUNDS AND 
RECREATION AREAS” 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 13-26 - AN ORDINANCE TO CREATE SECTION 13-16 OF CHAPTER III 
BOROUGH REGULATIONS, ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE REGULATING SMOKING IN AND 
UPON PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND PUBLIC PROPERTIES”, AND CREATING SECTION J.  OF 
CHAPTER XXI PARKS, PLAYGROUNDS AND RECREATION AREAS ENTITLED “SMOKING 
PROHIBITED” OF THE OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF 
TENAFLY 
 
C. Warms expressed his opinion that the ordinance should also apply to anything 
resembling e-cigarettes. Borough Administrator Thompson-Chin responded that the 
wording in the ordinance does anticipate those items. 
 
Public Comments on Ordinance 13-25 and 13-26 
 
No one came forward.  



 
Motion by C. LaMastra, second by C. Warms that Ordinances 13-25 and 13-26 be passed 
on second and final reading and are hereby adopted and notice of same shall be published 
according to law. 
 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 

C. Barzelatto:   absent  C. LaMastra:   aye   
C. Honig:   aye        C. Warms:      aye      
C. Kerge:   aye      C. Zinna:     aye  

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
Councilman Honig No report. 
 
Councilman Zinna No report. 
 
Councilwoman LaMastra No report. 

 
Councilman Warms The Chamber of Commerce met and will hold 

its Holiday Parade on December 5th.  They 
will leave from the Municipal Center then 
proceed to Washington Street and end at 
Huyler Park. The Madrigal Singers and 
Tenafly High School Key Club will 
participate. 

 
Councilwoman Kerge No report. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS (continued): 
 

A. Chamber of Commerce Holiday Parade 
 
Motion by C. LaMastra, second by C. Kerge, and all other members voting in favor, the 
Tenafly Chamber of Commerce’s request to hold its Holiday Parade on December 5, 2013 is 
hereby approved. Borough Administrator Thompson-Chin is to notify the Chamber of 
Commerce of said approval. 
 

B. Introduction of Ordinances 
 

C. Zinna moved to introduce and pass on first reading Ordinances 13-27 and 13-28 and 
setting November 26, 2013 at 8:45 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard as 
the date and time and the Council Chambers of the Tenafly Municipal Center as the place 
for a hearing on said ordinances. Seconded by C. Kerge:   

 
The Deputy Borough Clerk read the ordinances into the record: 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 13-27 – AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $106,902 TO PROVIDE FOR 
IMPROVEMENTS TO FROGGY PARK IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF TENAFLY, NEW 
JERSEY 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 13-28 - AN ORDINANCE EXECUTION OF AN AGREEMENT WITH THE 
TENAFLY BOARD OF EDUCATION WHEREBY THE BOROUGH SHALL BE GRANTED 
CERTAIN RIGHTS TO USE THE REAL PROPERTY KNOWN AS GEISSINGER FIELD FOR 
RECREATIONAL PURPOSES IN EXCHANGE FOR THE SHARING OF COST OF 
IMPROVEMENTS NEEDED TO EXPAND THE  RECREATIONAL VALUE OF SAID PROPERTY 
 
 
 
On a roll call, the vote on Ordinance 13-27 was recorded as follows: 
 

C. Barzelatto:   absent  C. LaMastra:   aye  
C. Honig:         aye   C. Warms:         aye 
C. Kerge:         aye   C. Zinna:      aye 

  
 



Motion by C. Honig, second by C. LaMastra that Ordinance 13-28 be tabled.   
 
On a roll call, the vote to table Ordinance 13-28 was recorded as follows: 
 

C. Barzelatto:   absent  C. LaMastra:   aye  
C. Honig:         aye   C. Warms:         nay 
C. Kerge:         aye   C. Zinna:      nay 
 

 
This item will be placed on the November 26th Work Session agenda for further discussion 
as to whether to introduce said ordinance at the November 26th Public Meeting. 
 
AUDIENCE REMARKS FOR NON-AGENDA ITEMS: 
 
Mark Feldman, 133 Lylewood Drive, questioned whether there has been any feedback from 
the Nature Center in regard to the tentative decision for a referendum. He was advised that 
no feedback has been received and a discussion will not be placed on an agenda until 
feedback is received from both sides. Mr. Feldman stated that if Council is waiting for an 

official response from Save the Tenafly Green Acres then a letter should be sent to that 
effect. He finished by expressing his concern that if Council does not amend or repeal the 
action taken on September 10th in terms of the change in use, it will have set in motion a 
process that won’t be easy to reverse. 
 
Mayor Rustin advised that the ordinance only changed the name of the zone from O to P 
and the uses in that zone have not changed. He noted that the Nature Center does not have 
permission to build there yet. 
 
Karen Blumenfeld, Executive Director of GASP and Cindy Meakem, Northern Regional 
Director of the Center for Prevention and Counseling, thanked Council for passing 
Ordinance 13-26 and advised that they have free signs to present to the Borough to display 
in areas that are designated as 100% smoke-free public property. 
 
Alvin Myerson, 133 Kent Road, inquired as to the feedback that the Borough is looking to 
receive from both the Nature Center and Save the Tenafly Green Acres. 
 
Mayor Rustin advised that Council would like to confirm that both sides will abide by the 
results of the referendum.  
 
David Simpson, 12 Woodland Park Drive, commented that there has been carelessness on 
the part of Council with regard to free speech issues and asked that as an act of good faith, 
the Nature Center not pursue any approvals until after the referendum is held.  
 
Ernest Kollitides, 164 E. Clinton Avenue, advised that he would have no problem in 
accepting the results of the referendum, but believes that both the Nature Center and 
Council have to agree to do the same. He provided examples of the ways in which he feels 
that the Nature Center has not leveled with the public. He then requested that Council start 
to look at the Building Department as he feels it is the most dysfunctional department in 
this town and explained that he has not gotten a response from the Borough Administrator 

after speaking with her about his concerns. 
 
Gerry Nigro, 5 Stonybrook Road, asked that Save the Tenafly Green Acres be given a time 
and date to provide a response and asked for commitment from Council that they, too, will 
abide by the results of the referendum. He inquired whether approval has been sought from 
DEP for a change of use as is required by the rules and regulations of Green Acres. 
 
C. Barzelatto expressed his opinion that if the Council is contemplating the use of a 
referendum, the only discussion should be whether or not to have a referendum. He does 
not feel anything is to be gained by this back and forth discussion. 
 
Mr. Nigro remarked that the fact that the Nature Center has license to proceed with 
approvals is what concerns his group.  
 
Moshe Klyman, 20 Chestnut Street, advised that he is opening a personal training studio 
and invited Council to attend the ribbon cutting in a few weeks. He remarked that he has 
had an overall positive experience in dealing with the Borough, with the exception of a 
certain member of the Building Department who he found to be very insulting, did not want 
to provide help, and used profanity in his presence.  
 



Mark Feldman, 133 Lylewood Drive, commented that he was referring to resolution #R13-
329 passed on September 10th which authorized a change in use. He requested that the 
resolution be revised to stipulate that the referendum takes precedence. 
 
Sylvia Myerson, 133 Kent Road, questioned the status of additional speakers for this 
meeting room to which she was advised that they have been ordered. She then explained 
that Save the Tenafly Green Acres needs assurance from Council that no Borough entity 
will issue any approval to the Nature Center prior to the outcome of the referendum.  
 
C. Honig stated that the Borough Engineer will be providing a proposal on drainage, 
wetlands, and hydrology studies. He noted that the Nature Center cannot proceed until a 
wetlands study is completed and approved.  
 
MAYOR’S REMARKS: 
 
Mayor Rustin commented that the Borough becoming more involved in the Nature Center 
proposal will mean that taxpayer dollars will have to be expended. He explained what was 
meant by the change in use referred to in Resolution #R13-329 and noted that although it 

is a change in use, it is still an acceptable use. Mayor Rustin then pointed out that this 
Council cannot sign off on what the governing body’s actions will be in two years as there 
will be new members of Council. He advised that the members of the governing body were 
not convinced that the petition spoke for majority of town, but Council did hear the results 
of the election and that is the reason for the consideration of a referendum. He explained 
that Council would like to know the intent of both groups involved when it comes to the 
results of the referendum. He noted that there are many levels of approval that the Nature 
Center will have to go through and there is no danger of a shovel being put in the ground in 
the near future. There will be a discussion at the next work session about sending a letter 
to both groups. 
 
C. Zinna advised that he will support the outcome of the referendum.  
 
Mayor Rustin remarked that this governing body sometimes makes decisions that he just 
does not understand, one of which is the decision to table the introduction of the Ordinance 
13-28. He noted that the allocation of funds was already approved and Council is now 
running into a time situation where the process may have to start all over again, possibly 
causing the goal of having the field complete by September not to be reached. 
 
CLOSED SESSION 
Mayor Rustin recognized Borough Attorney William McClure, who read into the record 
Resolution 13-399 
 
BE IT RESOLVED in compliance with NJSA 10:4-12, the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Tenafly are going into Closed Executive Session to discuss the following matters: 
 

A. Personnel 
 1. Request for Rice Notice 
 
B. Litigation/Attorney-Client Privilege 

  1. Solid Waste Contract  
  2. Garbage Collection for Condominium Developments 

 
Minutes will be taken of the meeting and released to the public at the time that the matter 
is resolved.   After Closed Executive Session, the Mayor and Council will reconvene in the 
Richard D. Wilson Committee Room for to adjourn this public meeting. 
 
There being no further business to come before the Council, on a motion from C. Honig, 
seconded by C. Kerge, and all present voting in favor, the meeting was adjourned to the 
Closed Session in the Committee Room at 9:34 p.m. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
As there was no further business to come before the Council, on a motion by C.  Honig, 
second by C. Kerge, and unanimously carried, to adjourn this meeting.  The meeting was 
adjourned at 10:17 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
 

Anne Dodd 
       Deputy Borough Clerk 


